FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—APRIL 2019

April 2019

Pastor’s Prayers
We are fast approaching the holiest time of the Christian year. All our faith revolves
around Easter, which in turn rests upon the foundation of Holy Week.
Holy Week will start on April 14 with Palms to Passion Sunday. In this worship service, we
acknowledge first Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and then realize what a short time it
is before people turn against him, leading to his betrayal, suffering, and death.
During Holy Week, I will once again observe noon prayer in the sanctuary. Anyone is invited to join me for 15-20 minutes of scripture reading and silent prayer at 12:00, Tuesday, April
16 through Friday, April 19.
Maundy Thursday is April 18. Our friends from College Hill Community Presbyterian
Church will be joining us for dinner (6:00) and worship (7:00) that evening. Worship will include the Lord’s Supper, as we remember how Jesus taught his friends to share this meal in
remembrance of him. Worship will end with the service of Tenebrae, where we hear readings
from Jesus’ Passion and extinguish candles to mark Jesus’ dark journey to Golgotha.
At the end of the Maundy Thursday bulletin we read: “The work of the Church continues
as we watch and wait in prayer until Easter morning.” You may want to take special time in
prayer on Good Friday or Holy Saturday to remember Jesus’ wondrous love for us and the extent to which he was willing to go to save us.
After the solemnity of Holy Week, Easter is a joyous celebration! Scripture, triumphant
music, beautiful flowers all proclaim that Christ is risen! Thanks be to God for Jesus’ victory
over sin and death.
(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
The observances of Holy Week dramatize and proclaim the events of our Lord’s Passion
and death, and awaken in us a sense of God’s ever-present saving power through the cross
and resurrection. We don’t merely remember past events. We also participate in these saving events through our readings of Scripture, our actions, and our common prayer. The liturgy
of Holy Week and Easter is an encounter with Christ who, through his redemptive suffering
and death and his triumphal rising, comes to deliver all humanity from bondage and death.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Karen
** Dear God, may the spirit of Jesus guide us during Holy Week. May we sense the depth of
his passion and the significance of his sacrifice for us. Bring us to a new understanding of
Easter and the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS
Thank you to all Kroger shoppers who have designated our church to receive their
Community Reward points. This past quarter we received $79.71 from Kroger
which we used for our St. Vincent mission. The reward points are tied to a shopper’s Kroger Plus card. The organization receiving your reward points is listed at
the bottom of each receipt. Once you designate the organization to receive your
reward points, the organization will continue to receive those points until you
specifically change it. You no longer need to do this yearly like you did when the
program first started. If you haven’t designated an organization yet and have a
Kroger Plus card, please consider designating our church as the recipient of your
points.
To set up your reward points go to:
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/
The organization number for our church is TU024 (the middle character is a zero). If you have any questions, please see Diane Sondergelt. Thank you again for
supporting our missions!
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CLERK’S CORNER

Approved the membership request of Cindy
Bowen and Dixie Jenkins to become
members. They will be received during
the worship service on March 24, 2019.

Session Recap
March 20, 2019
Karen welcomed and introduced our
guests, Cindy Bowen and Dixie Jenkins,
who were applying for membership.
Karen led our opening devotions with a responsive reading. She also read a bible
passage from Luke 13:1-9. Prayers for Joys
and Concerns were shared followed with a
unison prayer to begin our meeting.
The Clerk reported that the Session records
review was completed on March 2 with no
exceptions noted in the records. Based on
suggestions and recommendations from
the training period after this review, Personnel and Session will be working on an
Emergency plan for the church and a
Family leave policy.
The roll of total members did not change
from February. Total remains at 109.
Cindy and Dixie were asked to provide their
religious background. They were long-time
active members of Highland United Church
of Christ in Springfield until it closed. An
invitation from Troy Oliver to visit us resulted in their decision to seek membership
here.
Troy Oliver reviewed the 2019 Financial
Report prepared by Carolyn McMillan:
Total income for February 2019 was
$ 25,608.99; total expenses were
$ 24,700.03; net, $908.96.

Additional Information:
To prepare for our Visioning and Planning for
2019 and the future, Pastor Karen had requested we read, prior to the meeting, a section
from The Book of Order, entitled “The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity, Chapter One, The
Mission of the Church.”
As we begin our discussions, Pastor Karen suggests we think about bold big picture items as
referenced in the Bible, and then determine
specifics applicable to our church, our community, and our world. Items to include in our vision and planning conversation are:



Who are we, and why do we do what we
do?
What kind of response is needed to the
changes in church and the world?

Mitch Oliver has been working with Ray Acus
to learn our extensive heating and AC systems.
Congratulations to Shelia Yux who plans to retire in late June. The Personnel committee will
be working on finding a replacement.
On Maundy Thursday we will host College Hill
for a meal and worship. Watch for further information and signup sheet.

Session approved:
Approved the February 20, 2019
meeting minutes.
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Maundy Thursday
Please mark your calendars for Thursday, April 18, when we will be hosting guests
from College Hill Community Church for dinner at 6:00 p.m. and worship about
7:00 p.m. There is a sign-up sheet posted, so we will know how many places to
set. You don't need to bring any food; there is a cooking team preparing the meal
and our guests are bringing the desserts. Please plan to attend this time of
fellowship and one of the most meaningful worship services of the year.

Adult Christian Education News
Sunday Mornings: We are currently studying Exodus. We look at a variety of translations
each week, and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for our lives today. All are welcome!
(This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.)
Tuesday Mornings: Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over breakfast at
Foy’s Grill. Again, all are welcome! (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., before heading out to
their various volunteer and other commitments.)
Thursday afternoons: In our class on The History of Christian Theology, we are following the
DVD series by award-winning Professor Phillip Cary on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Lounge.
Our discussions of this fascinating material have been very interesting! For more information, please see Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley Schlafman. Here is the upcoming schedule:
Date
Topic
Leader
4/04
Baptists and Quakers
Shirley
4/11
Pietists and the Turn to Experience
Shirley
4/18
From Puritans to Revivalists
Denise
4/25
Perfection, Holiness, and Pentecostalism
Shirley
5/02
Deism and Liberal Protestantism
Denise
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Meet-N– Eat
March 17
Good Friends,
Socializing, and the
Trivia contest….

Good food!
And lots more
Socializing!

Photos by Erik Sondergelt
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Dear Friends,
I want to thank you all for the

Happy Birthday!
Apr

3
4
10
11
12
17
21

24
28
May 14
15
16
18
19
23
24
30
31

Bette Malavich
Jan Smith
Erin Grace McMillan
Tricia McMillan
Bob McMillan
Darrel Leister
M. Delores Calhoun
Emily Haynes
Frank Lowe
Terry Riselay
Ken Gadd
Paul Botts
Ralph Stegner
Margaret Carlson
Mitch Oliver
Jim Saunders
Tom Kelsey
Kay Stegner
John McMillan
Will McMillan
Darla Thompson

lovely bouquet of flowers delivered to
my house. The flowers are so appreciated. I hope to be able to get back to
the church sometime soon. I miss all of
you. Please keep me in your prayers.
May God be with all of you.
Sincerely,
Marge Gehring

We don’t have the words to express our appreciation and gratitude to
the caring people who called to offer
help, provided meals, sent cards,
offered transportation, visited and
prayed for us during a very stressful
time. Thank you to our deacon and the
other deacons for being there for us.
We are deeply grateful and blessed to
have the support and friendship of the
members of the First Presbyterian
Church and Pastor Karen.
Sincerely,
Tom & Pat Kelsey

Thank you for the lovely
flowers I received for my February birthday! They certainly
brightened up the room and were
a cheery welcome on dreary
February days.
Your in Christ,

Dear Friends,
Thank you to everyone for the
cards, calls, and prayers. Please pray
for me to have more patience.
Blessings,

Harriet Ensor

Ardene Roberts
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Welcome Cindy and Dixie!!

PLANTING YOUR SPRING GARDEN

We’re glad you’re part of

FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING:

our church family.

Plant Three Rows of Peas
1. Peace of Mind
2. Peace of Heart
3. Peace of Soul
Plant Four Rows of Squash
1. Squash Gossip
2. Squash Indifference
3. Squash Grumbling
4. Squash Selfishness
Plant four Rows of Lettuce
1. Lettuce be Faithful
2. Lettuce be Kind
3. Lettuce be Patient
4. Lettuce really Love one Another
No Garden is Complete without Turnips
1. Turnip for Meetings
2. Turnip for Service
3. Turnip to Help one Another
To Conclude our Garden,
We must have Thyme
1. Thyme for Each Other
2. Thyme for Family
3. Thyme for Friends
Water Freely with Patience and Cultivate with
Love. There is much Fruit in your Garden
because you Reap what you Sow.
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April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

1:00 pm
Hope Circle–
Lounge

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

11

12

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

7
8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

8
5:30 pm
St Vincent Servers

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

9

10

7:00 am Bible
10:00 am
Study at Foy’s Grill Operations meeting
(BR)
6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

2:15 pm CLS Mtg
(BR)

13

1:00 am
St Vincent Cooks

14

15

Palm
Sunday

16

17

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:00 am
Session (BR)
6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study
10:15 am
Worship

18
1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)
MAUNDY
THURSDAY
6 pm Meal
7 pm Worship
FPC

19
9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

Noon Prayers

Noon Prayers

Noon Prayers

Noon Prayers

23

24

25

26

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

10:00 Cook
11:30 Serve
lunch at Senior
Center

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

10:15 am
Worship

6:30 pm
Bell Rehearsal

21

22

Easter

28
8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

29

30
7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:15 am
Worship
Boys Scouts
Pancake Breakfast
Spring Ring
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Blanket-Making project for the Transitional Living Mission.

Photos by Erik Sondergelt
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Pastor: Reverend Karen Cassedy
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Church Secretary: Shelia Yux

Articles for the May 2019 Lifeline need to be in the office by April 24.
EASTER LILIES
You are invited to share in the decoration of the sanctuary with lilies. The bulletin
for the Easter morning service on April 21 will include names of the donors and the names of those for whom
a gift was given.
It is suggested that gifts be at least $12.00, but may be up to any amount you wish. This form and your
check need to be received by Sunday, April 14; the check should be made payable to First Presbyterian
Church and marked “Easter Lilies.”
Enclosed is my check for $__________ for lilies.
In memory of…....In honor of…....Celebrating

(encircle one)

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Given by__________________________________________________________
(Please print names as you wish them to appear in the bulletin.)
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