FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

August 2019

Pastor’s Prayers
The Pastor’s Prayer– August 2019
What sustains you in times of change? My guess is that it is familiar things that sustain
us: longstanding relationships, habits, cherished beliefs and values. If one thing is changing,
we probably try to hold on to other known things. A divorce or a big move is stressful enough
in themselves, and we don’t need multiple important things changing.
I think it is the values we have established in calmer times that sustain us in difficult times.
A death in the family may cause us to think about life after death, but it is not the time to
learn about the Resurrection from scratch.
What we need is habits of living and habits of loving. Love, by the way, is not an emotion. As
I read recently, “Love is a policy.” Emotions aren’t always a good guide. Fear can lead us to
mistrust those who are helping us; anger can lead us to say hurtful things. A policy of love,
however, gets us through, regardless of how we feel.
This is not just an abstract idea. Things are beginning to change here at First Presbyterian.
Some of this obviously is related to my upcoming retirement, but some change has been rumbling beneath the surface for a while. The role of the church in society has changed dramatically in the past 50 years; it has taken a while for some of us to realize that this is permanent.
I’m not talking about styles of music, but rather about recognizing that church is something
we are and do, not just somewhere we go for an hour on Sunday.
Through all the changes facing us, personal and corporate, what will sustain us is the deepseated policy of expressing love. Love to emotionally wounded people. Love to disadvantaged children. Love to homeless youth. Love to our community. Love to our world. This is
who the church is. Anything that diminishes love is a step in the wrong direction. Anything
that helps love to grow and become a habit is life-giving.
Make it a policy, now, to live with love toward all. Please God, it will help us all through
change in the future.
Grace and peace,
Karen
** Gracious God, we thank you for your steadfast love that will never abandon us. Teach us
to love as your Son loved, and may it be the bedrock of our lives. Amen.
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FREE WORKSHOP ON ISSUES RELATING TO AGING
Presented by the THIRD THIRTY NETWORK to Educate, Inspire and Empower Older Adults
As we enter the third thirty years of life, we may face different challenges than we did previously. Our friends at Bath Presbyterian have established a Presbytery-wide “Third Thirty Network,” and are putting on a workshop to help individuals and congregations in this stage of life.
DATE: Saturday, August 10
TIME: 8:30 to noon
PLACE: Memorial Presbyterian Church in Dayton, 1541 S. Smithville Road
The workshop will include presentations on:
 Learning as We Age, Teaching Others as They Age
 Downsizing
 Who to Call for Help: the Ombudsman’s Office
 Life Reviews
 Helping with Aging Parents
The workshop is FREE! A light lunch will be provided at the end, which will allow more time for
discussion and fellowship. For planning purposes, please let Janet Miller ASAP if you are coming. You can reach her at janetoptimist@gmail.com or 937.219.7314.

A NOTE FROM THE ECCLESIAL – OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
I hope you all are enjoying your summer. My family and I have been visiting our cousins,
Mickie and Minnie, at their home in Florida. We missed out on some of the events happening at the church, and now that we are back home, we are looking forward to getting back in
the swing of things.
We did hear the good news that we will be celebrating another special occasion soon. Heidi
Sommer will be baptized on August 11th. My whole family will be watching from the rafters
– this is our favorite event held in the church.
On that same day, there is going to be a Meet and Eat in the Fellowship Hall after the morning service. We are crazy for ham and all the fixings, so we are super excited about all the
leftovers that I’m sure will be around when everyone goes home. I understand there will be
some cake and homemade ice cream also, but there is usually none of that left for us.
There will be a class for the ladies of the church on the 2, 3 and 4th Thursday afternoon in August. The book they are discussing is called Women Rowing North. I’m glad to see that the
ladies are getting together through the summer. It gets very lonely when the Thursday afternoon Christian Education classes take a summer break.
It’s hard to believe school will be starting in August! I know several of our members are gearing up to help the little children at the Fairborn Primary School the first several
days get on and off the buses and to their proper classrooms. The summer has
flown by!
I pray you all have a great August and enjoy good health and happy days as you
share God’s love with the world.
2

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CLERK’S CORNER
Session Recap
July 17 2019
Karen led our opening devotions with a
reading from 1 Corinthians 12: 27-28.
Foundations of Presbyterian Polity (Part 1
of the Book of Order) is this year's Presbytery joint focus to help equip ourselves in
the 21st century.
The July focus is Book of Order section
F-1.0301, The Calling of the Church. The
church is a community of faith, hope, love,
and witness. Prayers for Joys and Concerns
were shared followed with a unison prayer
to begin our meeting.
Karen welcomed our liaison, Linda Niece,
who will be attending our session meetings
to help us discern our pastoral needs when
Karen leaves. She will also provide help in
defining the goals in our visioning for the
future.
The Clerk reported a quorum was present.
The roll of total members is 111.
The 2019 Financial Report prepared by Carolyn McMillan was distributed prior to the
meeting. Total income for June 2019 was $
19,237.62; total expenses $22,754.15; net $3,516.53.
Carolyn also provided a mid-year summary
of all our bank accounts, investments, and
CDs which totaled $353,045.71.
Carolyn included an YTD comparison between 2018 and 2019. Income is up
$21,758.67; Expenses are up slightly by
$827.12. The overall net is improved by
$20,931.55. Planned expenses (year) are
up $19,691.00 from 2018; Pledges (year)
are up $9,407.00 from 2018; and YTD operating income is up $18,419.76.

Troy is committed to try and look forward to
reduce expenses and to increase member involvement and their pledges. A financial analysis may be helpful.
Visioning for Future:
As we prepare for Karen's retirement, we need
to determine what skills and qualities are
needed in the new pastor and to define
the goals for the future. Linda suggested we
focus on what needs to happen on December
1st. Terry Kukuk, Executive Presbyter, will
attend our August meeting to provide insight
on this search process.
Session approved:
Approved the June 19, 2019 meeting
minutes.
Approved Wednesday, August 14, 2019, as
our next regular meeting date.
Committee Reports:
Stewardship: John has started work on the appeal letter and campaign timeline.
Nominations: Marlene and her committee will
soon be calling members to serve on Session
and Deacons.
Personnel: Troy is working with office volunteers to determine needs.
CLS: Women Rowing North book study coming
in August. Blanket making project scheduled
for September 17th. Meet & Eat August 11th
following worship.
Ken Gadd reported on the special Presbytery
meeting. The Rev. Herbert Miller was approved
to transfer his ministerial membership to the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and to recognize
his previous ordination.
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Mid-Year 2019 Treasurer’s Report
Through June 2019 our total income is $112,972.94 and total expense is $127,043.05 for a
shortfall of $14,070.11. We are in the 6th consecutive year of our commitment to continue our
way of “church” as much as possible. We have been able to do this by drawing from our invested
assets. We are blessed to have this reserve of cash that was generously given years ago, and this
year we have the added blessing of a good return on our investment. So far this year, our invested assets have earned more than our year to date operating deficit. Through June 2019, our investments have earned $19,402.46.
As we all know, future rates of return (or loss) are not predicted with any certainty, and our cash
reserves will not last forever if our expenses continue to exceed our donations. Session continues to evaluate the best use of the gifts we have, and we continue to focus on ways to secure the
resources needed to remain a vibrant and relevant church. As we face many uncertainties this
year, please know that Session continues to be unified in our commitment to the future of our
church.
As Treasurer, I always hope to report that our donations exceed our expenses but this has not
been the case during my tenure. And it is not easy to ask from an already generous congregation
to give more than they have already committed to give, yet here is my request. Please consider
increasing your contribution to our church.
There are many ways to contribute financially. We can ask ourselves if we are at least tithing and
commit to getting closer to that goal than we are currently. Or we can pay our portion of the annual per capita the church pays to the Presbytery ($48 per member). Or we can donate an extra
dollar or two each week. Or donate a percentage of the purchase price when we buy a luxury
item. I hope you happily find extra money in your budget to contribute, and I hope it is happily
given.
There are at least as many ways to contribute without writing a check. Be ready to invite a friend
or acquaintance to church if the opportunity presents itself. Commit to saying “yes” to at least
one volunteer opportunity this year. Organize a community outreach project. Share your hopes
and concerns for our church with a Session member. Find a way to get to know someone better.
Be unusually kind to someone. And pray.
For whatever ways you choose to contribute, thank you for being a part of this church that I love.
-Troy Oliver
MEET-N-EAT AUGUST 11, 2019. immediately after worship.
The theme is “Getting to Know Our Community.” The meal will be ham, potato
salad, “cowboy baked beans”, cake and ice cream. Fairborn Mayor, our own
Paul Keller, will give a short talk on what’s going on in Fairborn – now and in
the near future. Following that, we will have a “virtual” treasure hunt through
Fairborn. You won’t have to leave your seat to participate!
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
Sunday Mornings: We are currently studying Exodus. We look at a variety of translations
each week, and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for our lives today. All are welcome!
(This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.)
Tuesday Mornings: This 7:00 a.m. group is “on hold” for the present time.
Thursday afternoons: We are taking a summer break, but will resume at 1:00pm on Sept.
12th with the DVD series, Jesus and His Jewish Influences, created by renowned archaeologist and biblical scholar Dr. Jodi Magness of The University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. One of our favorite professors, she points out that Jesus’ actions and teachings didn’t
emerge from a vacuum. They were actually products of a fascinating dialogue with ancient
Jewish beliefs. Some of the questions we will consider during the 24-lecture course (12 classes before and 12 after Christmas) will include:
How was early Judaism different from the Judaism practiced today?
How did events like the Babylonian exile and the reign of Herod the Great affect the development of Judaism up to Jesus’ time?
What did it really mean to be a Jew in ancient Israel, and what did that mean for Jesus?
Was Jesus a Pharisee? Could he have been an Essene?
The roots of Jesus’ ministry are impacted by ancient texts and archaeological discoveries, as
well as the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments and the books of the Apocrypha. Embark on an in-depth investigation of the ancient world that Jesus was born into, and revisit
the tumultuous events of early Jewish history, with the specific purpose of understanding
how they shaped an individual—and a movement—whose legacy endures to this very day.
For more information, please see Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley Schlafman.

Calling all Helping Hands Volunteers
Fairborn Primary School begins Tuesday, August 20, with the first day for Kindergarten starting on Friday, August 23. Assistance is needed 8/20 through 8/23 both in the morning and the afternoon. Help will be needed again 8/26 through 8/30 in the morning and the
afternoon. Final details will be formalized on August 12 with the principal Vicki Hudepohl. To
assist in marking your calendar, I anticipate that the format will be similar to last year. Please
note the school hours have changed:
Morning 8:45 to 9:30 a.m.
Afternoon 3:10 to 3:30 p.m.

Mark your calendars NOW then
for further announcements and Signup Board after
August 12. If you have any questions, please contact Kathleen Seewer.
THANK YOU
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WOMEN’S STUDY BEGINS AUGUST 8th
A 3-week study of the book Women Rowing North will be conducted in the lounge August 8,
15 and 22. We will be going to lunch at 11:30 at different locations close by for fellowship,
then back to the Church to begin study at 1:00 for approximately 1 hour. If you are unable to
join us for lunch, we will miss you, but look forward to your joining us for discussion.
The book is about “Navigating Life’s Currents and Flourishing as We Age.” It is a discussion of
the many issues we may face as we approach our golden years. We know that life is easier to
navigate if you are prepared and have your “sisters” by your side! It is not required that you
read the book to participate, but if you like, we can order one for you.
A sign-up board will be in the narthex in the coming weeks. If you have any questions or
would like a book, please see Marlene Acus, Julie Brown, Shirley Schlafman, or Beth Thomas.
They will be happy to help you.
PASTOR SEARCH UPDATE
WANTED: A new Karen to replace our retiring model. Our current Karen is perfect for us so
the new Karen must perform the same pastoral responsibilities in the same manner as our
current Karen. Qualified candidate should report for duty on December 1, 2019.
Don’t we all wish our new pastor will be another Karen? It makes us sad to think of saying
goodbye as her wisdom and compassion have calmed many storms for us. We are worried
about the storms to come and the many unknowns that come with a new pastor. Our search
will not be easy, but our last search brought us Karen. We prayed and we were provided
with what we needed at that time. Things have changed in Karen’s personal life and the life
of our church. It is time to pray and search for what we need at this time.
Session has begun that search. Our Presbytery Committee on Ministry (COM) liaison, Rev.
Linda Niece, was available at our June session meeting so that we could discuss our feelings
about Karen’s retirement announcement. Linda was also at our July session meeting to hear
our hopes for a new pastor. We accept that our next pastor will not be another Karen. But
we have identified those “Karen” characteristics that are so beloved. And we acknowledged
that our next pastor will need to continue the work Karen has started for “visioning” our
church’s future.
Our Executive Presbyter, Rev. Terry Kukuk, will be at our August session
Meeting to talk about her role in the process of finding a new pastor.
There should be more details to share after that August session meeting.
Troy Oliver
Personnel Committee Chair
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Happy Birthday!
Aug 10

Sep

Kenny Brown

18

Shirley Schlafman

25

Barbara Bush

1

Stefan Riselay

3

Peter Bletzinger

5

Steve Warthman

8

Denise Lo Cicéro

God Bless Martha Joan
Baptized June 9th

Mary Rust
9

Woody Ensor

12

Ray Acus
Pat Biggs

19

Joyce Lawler

21

Elizabeth Thomas

23

Joy King
Happy 25th Anniversary
Michael and Kathleen

I want to thank you for all the cards and
phone calls during my
hospital stay.
Karen's visits have
been particularly
enjoyable.
Our church family
is the best!

Congratulations Andrew and Emil
Married June 12th

Jane Arnold
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August 2019
Sun

4

Mon

5

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

17

6

7

8

7:00 am Bible Study
at Foy’s Grill -

No Hope Circle

11:30 Women Rowing North (WRN)
lunch at Giovannis

for the summer

On hold

1:00 WRN Class in
the Lounge

10:15 am

2:15 CLS Meeting
Board Rm

Worship with
communion

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:45 am Adult

1:00 pm

10:00 am

St Vincent Cooks

11:30– WRN Lunch
at TJ Chumps

Karen on vacation

Bible Study

7:00 am Bible Study
at Foy’s Grill -

10:15 am
Worship

5:30 pm

Session (BR)

On hold

8/16 thru 8/26

1:00 WRN Class in
the Lounge

St Vincent Servers

11:30 Meet-N-Eat

18

19

8:45 am Adult

20
7:00 am Bible Study
at Foy’s Grill -

Bible Study

On hold
10:15 am

21
Helping HandsAm– 8:45,
pm– 3:10

23

11:30– WRN Lunch
at The Carriage Inn

Deadline for

1:00 WRN Class in
the Lounge
Helping HandsAm– 8:45,
pm– 3:10

Helping HandsAm– 8:45,
pm– 3:10

Worship

22

25

26

27

28

29

8:45 am Adult

Helping HandsAm– 8:45,
pm– 3:10

7:00 am Bible Study
at Foy’s Grill -On
hold

10:00 Cook
11:30 Serve
lunch at Senior
Center

Helping HandsAm– 8:45,
pm– 3:10

Bible Study

10:15 am
Worship

Helping HandsAm– 8:45,
pm– 3:10
Karen return from
vacation

Helping HandsAm– 8:45,
pm– 3:10

8

Helping HandsAm– 8:45,
pm– 3:10

24

Lifeline articles
Helping HandsAm– 8:45,
pm– 3:10

30

31
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-3954
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor: Reverend Karen Cassedy
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—4 pm (closed Monday & Tuesday)

SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Karen Cassedy
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Marlene Acus, Elaine Brown, Ken Gadd, John Haynes, Bill McMillan,
Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt
Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the
first Sunday of each month. Nonperishable items may be brought in any
Sunday and placed in the barrel in the
narthex.
Suggested donations are:
Canned Soups
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Juices
Canned Meats
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese,
etc.)
Baby Items
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)
Personal Hygiene Items
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

Articles for the September 2019 Lifeline need
to be in the office by August23.
There will be a limited number of
copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex
at the Welcome/Visitors table if you
want to pick one up.
_______________
Please let the office know
of any meetings that you have
scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an
accurate calendar and
answer questions as folks call.
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