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August 2020

Worship services are available both in the sanctuary and online.
Please contact the church office for access to the online worship option.
Please click here to check the church website.
Please click here to see the church calendar.
Welcome to August. The first Sunday in August is Communion Sunday. It will be the fourth time we have
worshipped together in-person since the First Presbyterian Church in Fairborn called me as your pastor six
months ago in March. To somebody looking at our church archives years from now, the previous sentences
will be hard to figure out. But for those of us reading it today, they are all too clear.
The COVID-19 situation is many things. It is frightening, it is complicated, and it is uncertain to name a few.
We have deep concerns about the ones who are vulnerable, and we are committed to one another as we
struggle together one day at a time. But in our day-to-day life, one word that keeps coming to my mind is
“exhausting.”
It is exhausting to make daily decisions about safe practices for ourselves, our families, and our communities. It is exhausting to try to remember if we are following the protocols about mask-wearing and social distancing, let alone whether the ones around us are. It is exhausting to make future plans while considering
the realities and possibilities tomorrow will being. It is exhausting to make these types of decisions for almost everything we do from taking a walk around the neighborhood to actually getting in the car to venture
out away from home.
There are a couple of things that can help us cope. One is a phrase I hear from people all over, “We are in
this together.” I hear this from people at church, in the community, from family members, friends, and
strangers. It is helpful to remember that we do not struggle alone.
Before his ascension, Jesus commissioned his followers to “Go … and make disciples of all nations.” The
Great Commission was the beginning of the formation of the Body of Christ, gathering people from every
place to form a community of faith. And He promised to be with them (and us) always. So, when I hear
someone say, during the struggle, that we are in this together, I remember this promise of Jesus from across
the ages. And I am encouraged that even when it feels as if we are struggling in isolation, we are not alone.
Whether for a faith community, workplace, school, agency, or family; making decisions that impact others
can also be exhausting. I believe that the best we can do is to carry on with the best interest of the group at
heart, listen to the scientists and health professionals, and have compassion. Consider the words of Ralph
Waldo Emerson, “Finish each day and be done with it, you have done what you could. Some blunders and
absurdities, no doubt, crept in, forget them as soon as you can. Tomorrow is a new day. You shall begin it
serenely and with too high a spirit to be encumbered by your old nonsense.”
We are in this together,
+ Pastor Joe
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Clerk’s
Corner

Committee Reports:

Session Recap
July 19, 2020
Our July Session meeting was a combined
meeting, eight attending in person and four
attending using Zoom video conferencing.
Pastor Joe called the meeting to order with an
opening prayer. He led our spiritual leadership
development time by reflecting on the various
ways the session and congregation have adapted
worship and meetings due to COVID-19.
The clerk reported a quorum was present. The
roll of total members is now 108 due to the
death of Eliza Haddix. The clerk reported on
email correspondence received from the Presbytery regarding online training to learn more
about streaming and tips on using Zoom. There
was also an email regarding a parking lot sale to
dispose of items from Dayton Memorial which is
now closed. Proceeds from the sale were donated to Dayton Tornado victims.
Troy reviewed the Financial Report prepared by
Carolyn McMillan. YTD Income $101,279.19; Expenses $109,580.58; Net -$8,301.39.

CLS: No action items; information only. Pastor Joe is conducting a Wednesday class. Worship in the sanctuary
resumed using COVID-19 protocols. The option for online
worship is still available. All projects with the Fairborn
Primary School are temporarily discontinued until further notice due to the pandemic. However, the church
will continue to collect items for the Transitional Living
Program’s school food pantry. The Montessori school is
scheduled to begin classes in the CE wing on August 17.
Parents and children will attend an Open House on August 8.
Operations: No action items; information only. The Henderson Hall restroom refurbishing is almost complete.
Purchasing a new phone system is not cost effective at
this time. Staff helped revise the current system to allow
continued use.
Personnel: No action items.
Covid-19 Task Force: Greene county’s cases continue to
increase. We will continue to monitor. The following procedures will be followed:


No fellowship gathering before or after church service. Instrumental music will be used, no singing.



Social distancing (maintain 6 feet apart), no hand
shaking or hugging, and wearing of masks is strongly
encouraged.

Session approved:
 the June 2020 minutes.
 High risk individuals are encouraged not to come to
 Sunday, August 16, 2020 as our next regular
church. The safety and health of our members is our
meeting date. Session will meet in the board
priority. We will continue to monitor the state guideroom if we can maintain social distancing. If
lines and COVID-19 situation.
we are unable to meet in person that day, the
Calendar: Session reviewed the August calendar which is
session meeting will be held via Zoom, or
published on the church website.
both like today.

Adult Christian
Education News
On Wednesdays at 2 pm in the sanctuary, Pastor Joe leads a weekly Bible study focusing on the lectionary passages for the following Sunday's worship service. We have purchased touchless
thermometers and will take everyone's temperature on arrival. We ask that you wear a mask. Masks are
available for free at the church if you need one. We will meet weekly, in the sanctuary, where social distancing is most easily accomplished. You do not need to be able to attend every week to participate. Each
week will be a separate stand-alone discussion. Please come as often as you're able!
Pastor Joe is also considering an at-home study option, live via a platform such as Zoom or Facebook Live, or
text-based which would be sent out as an email. Please let him know of your interest in this.
Please note that the Thursday afternoon class (video/discussion) and the Sunday morning class (Bible study)
continue to be on hold, and no definite dates for their restart have been chosen.
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
Halleluiah! The church building is alive with activity again!! Sunday morning worship started back in person
in July and we couldn’t be happier. It’s hard to recognize everyone with their masks on but we still feel the
spirit and love that our people are bringing in with them. My children are a little sad that the snacks aren’t
being served in the lounge after the service, but they do scavenge around outside to see if anyone has
opened up their bags of goodies and dropped a few crumbs in the parking lot. Of course, they have to wait
until Pastor Joe and the Leader of Worship come back inside after saying their weekly farewell to everyone as
they leave the parking lot.
Wednesday afternoons are also a good time. We listen to the Bible Study, which prepares us for the Sunday
worship service. Going in-depth in the scriptures being read gives us a totally different insight on the teachings of Jesus!
WOW! The bathroom in Henderson Hall is getting quite a makeover. A kind donor decided to pick out and
purchase new flooring which led to new paint and new cove base. The Olivers kindly stripped wallpaper,
prepped and painted the walls. We can’t wait to see the finished product.
I’m not sure how many of you are into social media – but Leslie Sommer has started an Instagram
account for the church. While we are not able to get out and travel like we try to do every summer, having pictures of the life in the church to look at has helped us to wile away our time. You
can find it under firstpresbyterian_fairborn. While you are at it, check out our Facebook page,
Fairborn First Presbyterian Church. You can find lots of good information there.
Soon, we will be welcoming the students from Enon Montessori into our building. The Congregational Life and Service Ministry Team will be hosting an Open House to orient the students to their classrooms and to show them and their families how happy we are to have them join us. When we
are able to socialize safely with these children, we plan to have other activities where we can
invite the congregation to mingle with them.
My family and I look forward to seeing everyone in the sanctuary and the lounge enjoying each
other’s company very soon. Until then, we hope you stay happy and healthy!
~Ecclesial Mouse

Midyear Personnel Committee and Treasurer’s Reports
The Personnel and Treasurer’s reports are related this month in that the session made a financial decision to
eliminate the paid staff position for Director of Music, and Education and Mission Coordinator as of September 1, 2020. This was the hardest budget cut we have made to date, and I expect the hardest we will ever
make, as Denise has so wonderfully filled these positions for us for 20 years. But unlike when a pastor’s employment ends, Denise can still be part of all that we do at First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn.
Our 2020 expense budget is $272,119 and we have spent $109,580 through June 30. We expect that expenses will be higher in the 2nd half of the year, but forecast we will still be under budget at year end.
Total pledged for 2020 is $155,648 ($12,450 of which is designated for building maintenance). We have received donations of $101,279 through June 30. Our annual income has consistently been more than our
pledges, but still falls short of our annual expenses. We continue to draw from our investments to make up
the difference. Right sizing our paid staff will help us get closer to a sustainable budget.
Troy Oliver
Treasurer and Personnel Committee Chair
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Worshipers returning to the sanctuary on July 12 are greeted with this gigantic banner near the front door.
Pastor Joe helps us celebrate communion at his first in-person worship service as our pastor.

Library Books Looking for a Good Home!!
The library on the first floor of the CE Wing hasn’t been used in quite a while. We are in the
process of dusting off the shelves and purging outdated/unused material. A few shelves have
been designated for books that we would like to keep for the church but there are still a lot of
books looking for a new home. Please stop by the library by August 17th to take any of those
books or material that you would like. We would like to find a new home for as many books as possible.
The library is open anytime the church is open or you can call the office to arrange another time that is convenient for you. If you have any questions, please contact Diane Sondergelt.
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Updates to the church lobby
We have a new place for pictures of our
staff, elders, and deacons, a new place to
share photos and memories with our
church family, a new place to leave prayer requests for all those we know and
love, and a new place to share information about how we can help each other - things we are trying to get rid of or
things we need and are trying to find.
Stop by and check it out!

Thank you
Linda Hartsock for
decorating the bulletin
board by the library.
The message, the
flowers, and the
butterflies welcome
everyone to our
church!

Thank you Maryann Schneider for the ivy vines to mark the
pews for social distancing. With this we can return to the
sanctuary safely for in-person worship.

Wouldn’t it be great if we treated
our Bible like our cell phone?
-We carry it around in our pocket or purse
-We turn around if we forget it
-We receive important messages with it
-We check it several times a day
-We use it in case of emergency
Michael & Kathleen Seewer made a donation to the
memorial fund in remembrance of Shirley Hale and
Eliza Haddix.
Jim McMillan sent a gift in memory of his parents,
wife Nancy, and daughter Kathleen.
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Happy Birthday!
Aug 10

Kenny Brown

18

Shirley Schlafman

25

Barbara Bush

Thank you Kroger
shoppers.
We received $155.44
this year for our St.
Vincent mission
through their
Community Rewards
program.

SCHOOL PANTRY SHOPPING GUIDE (JANUARY 2020)
Kind and generous friends, we anticipate again this
school year there will be a need at Fairborn Schools
for food and other items for students in transitory
housing. When you go shopping for yourself and your
own family, think of these students and their families.

Our precious little ones enjoy snacks together
after worship. What joy they bring!

Advice from a sunflower: Be bright, sunny, and
positive. Spread seeds of happiness. Rise, shine,
and hold your head up high.

1. FOOD (nonperishable/microwavable) such as:
Breakfast bars
Pop Tdarts
Cereal cups or single-serving packaging
Canned soup
Cookies
Crackers
Chips
Cracker sandwiches (peanut butter or cheese)
Fruit cups
Fruit or vegetable juice
Mac & cheese cups
Peanut butter
Jams, jellies
Pudding cups
Pasta cups w/sauce & meat (e.g. Chef Boyardee)
Single serve meals (e.g. Hormel “Compleat”)
Snack bars (e.g. Granola, Trail Mix)
Tuna or chicken packets
2. Body wash, laundry & dishwashing detergents, toilet paper, paper towels, lip balm (e.g. Chapstick),
shampoo, hair conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes.
Please leave your donation in one of the designated
containers in the lower narthex. If you want to document your donation, complete a “blue sheet” with receipts attached for the Financial Secretary. Forms and
assistance are available in the church office.
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August 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9

10

10:15 am
Worship
(service only)

1:00 pm Cook
at St. Vincent’s

10:15 am
Worship
(service only)
11:30 Session
meeting

23

4:30 pm Serve
at St. Vincent’s
(tentative)

17

7

11

18

8
2:00-4:00 pm
Montessori
School Open
House

12

13

14

15

10:00am Ops
Meeting
2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study Sanctuary

2:15pm
CLS Meeting
Board Room

19

20

21

22

27

28

29

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study Sanctuary
Montessori
classes begin

24

25

26
2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study Sanctuary

10:15 am
Worship
(service only)

30

6

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study Sanctuary

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion
(service only)

16

5

31

10:15 am
Worship
(service only)
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-3954
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
Email Address: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Phone: 937-878-3954

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Bill McMillan,
Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt
Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items
may be brought in any Sunday and placed in
the barrel in the narthex.
Suggested donations are:
Canned Soups
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Juices
Canned Meats
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)
Baby Items
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)
Personal Hygiene Items
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

Articles for the September Lifeline need
to be in the office by August 27.
There will be a limited number of
copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex
at the Welcome/Visitors table if you
want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know
of any meetings that you have
scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an
accurate calendar and
answer questions as folks call.

Thank you for your generous donations!
8

