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August 2022

You Can Still go to Camp this Summer
Hey grownups! The calendar tells us that summer will be over before we know it, but there is still time for
you to go to camp. When I was a kid, some of my best summers were spent at Alpine Camp for Boys in
northeast Alabama near Lookout Mountain. What a great time I had at archery, hiking, canoeing, horseback
riding, swimming in the river, making moccasins and belts, shooting skeet, and a day trip to Six Flags.
I bet you had some great summer camp experiences, too. Maybe you went to a sleepaway camp like me or
with your scout troop or church. Perhaps you spent time in your childhood summers at Band Camp, theater
camp, YMCA, or sports camps.
Now that we are all grown up, our summers sometimes seem like any other season – only hotter. Whether
we are among those who are still working or some of the ones who are retired, hardly any of us has any time
to go away to summer camp anymore. Until now.

On a podcast I listen to, another grownup yearning for a summer camp experience suggested a great idea for
us: Design Your Own Camp. It surely won’t look like the camps of your youth but imagine the possibilities if
you carve out some time for you in what’s left of summer to have camp.
Is there a hobby you want to pursue, or one you want to dive deeper into? Do you want to experiment or
develop your skills in photography, painting, or writing? Do you want to go hiking, biking, or boating, or visit
the zoo, garden, museum, or gallery? Is there a class where you could learn to cook in a new style, play a musical instrument, learn a foreign language, or anything else of interest?
Imagine these skills or activities and give yourself permission to design a camp-like experience for your
grownup self. Maybe you won’t spend a week in a tent or a cabin, but you can carve out a few hours several
days a week, or part of the day for several weeks running in which you could spend time pursuing these interests. Carve out the time and mark it on your calendar. Make arrangements if you need somebody to help
with childcare, work, or anything else that you are otherwise responsible for.
If you really want to dive in deep, the podcast recommends making up a brochure or marketing flyer for your
camp describing the activities and daily schedule. The idea is to take it seriously, preserve the time you need,
and get your supplies ready early so you can make the most out of your camp.
“There is nothing better for a person than that
he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in
his toil.“ (Ecclesiastes 2:24)
+Be well,

Pastor Joe
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Clerk’s
Corner
July 17, 2022
Session Recap

He reminded Session that as COM liaison he is a resource for help. He noted that we appear to be a
happy, healthy, vibrant, and active congregation.
Session received copies of presbytery events.
The August Calendar for the Lifeline was reviewed.
The schedules for Faith Sharing and Closing Prayer
for session meetings were reviewed.
Pastor Joe requested the Presbytery Meeting Task
Force hold an organizational meeting by July 31. The
committee members are Dixie (chair), Julie, David,
Diane, and Pastor Joe (staff). He advised that the reimbursement amount for providing a meal has increased to $10 per person.

Pastor Joe opened the meeting with prayer and
thanked David for providing lunch.
Due to health, the Clerk was absent. Julie Brown took
notes in her absence. Those notes were used to prepare this month’s article. Thank you, Julie.
Session approved:
• The June minutes, noting a few typographical
corrections.
• Pastor Joe’s vacation request for the dates August 22-28 which includes one Sunday.
• Moving a member to the inactive roll as all
attempts to contact the individual have failed.
• The next Session meeting will be August 21 at
11:45 am. Julie agreed to provide lunch.
• The Session was provided with information related to COVID-19 and CDC guidelines. Following
discussion, they agreed to allow the task force to
make a final decision by midweek regarding how
our church will comply.

Committee Reports:
CLS:
The Cornerstone class will resume in September.
The next trip is to the Westcott House on July 26.
A Sunday Funday is planned for August 14 with a featured speaker on nutrition. Watch for more details.
Helping Hands: DATE Change: A decision regarding
the use of volunteers has not yet been determined.
Kathleen reached out to former helpers and wanted
to advise that start dates for school have changed.
The Primary school starts September 6 at 9:15 am,
and Kindergarten classes starting September 9 at
9:15 am.
Operations:
The sidewalk near the Fellowship Hall has been replaced. When the weather is right new grass seed
will be spread. The roof leaks have been solved.
The HVAC still has some problems. The committee is
working with Advance Mechanical to resolve.

Information received:
The financial report prepared by Carolyn McMillan.
For the period 01/01/22 through 06/30/22, the total
YTD income was $113,744.95, and the expenses totaled 117,431.20 resulting in a deficit of $3,686.25.
The Pastor’s report which included: pastoral care
contacts, information on his community activities,
and Presbytery duties.
The Rev. Bob Wade, COM liaison, attended worship
today. He joined the Session meeting after worship.

Adult Christian
Education News
The Wednesday Cornerstone Class is taking a
summer break in June,
July, and August.

Come join
us in
September!

Kathleen Seewer
2022 Clerk of Session

Pastor
Joe
reads to
Terry,
Kacey,
Molly,
Ethan,
and Alex
during
children’s
time.
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
I love hearing about your summer activities! What fun you all are having. These are some
great ideas for my family next summer. This is a stay-cation year for us. We are enjoying our
friends and family members that have come here to visit us—and of course we love seeing all
of you on Sunday morning! Happy Summer Everyone!~Ecclesial Mouse
Dixie Jenkins and Cindy Bowen enjoyed a long-awaited vacation to Paris, France this summer
We, along with our niece Michelle, great niece Carolee, and two great nephews Duston and Carson, took a trip to Paris, France this month. We visited many iconic locations - including the Louvre where we were able to see the Mona Lisa, Venus de Milo
and the ceiling by Leonard da Vinci. We learned it would take a total of 9 months if we
stopped and looked at all 35,000 pieces of art. We visited the
Eiffel Tower on Bastille Day, and were able to see the celebratory fireworks that evening from our hotel. We visited a couple of castles, one of which is where the movie Beauty and the
Beast was filmed - Chateau de Chambord. We ate many good
meals, attended some wine tastings, and of course had many
great French pastries. One of the highlights was when we took
a lunch cruise on the Seine River, which gave us a good look at
Notre Dame from the exterior. We mostly traveled by taxi, but
we did experience the subway system - once was enough! On
one of our trips around the city, we were able to see where
the 2024 Summer Olympics will be held. The flights to and
from Paris were long - 8-1/2 hours - but we were comfortable
and fed well! As beautiful as it was, and as much as we enjoyed, it was good to be back in the United States and our
home!

Obie is ready to enjoy a
day in the sun on his
vacation in Florida with his
family.

Ken Gadd’s Supper Club—Kenny, Julie, Harriett, Donna, Dan, Shelda, Ken, Kim,
Dave, Bob, Pastor Joe, and Richard—enjoy food and friendship at Dublin Pub.
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Dave gave us a wonderful tour of the Westcott House in Springfield. No matter how many questions we asked, we couldn’t
stump him. Thank you Dave! After the tour the group—Judy,
Art, Bob, Julie, Dan, Donna, Dixie, Diane, Cindy, Kim, Dave, Jan
(not pictured) and Richard (not pictured)- enjoyed lunch at
Cracker Barrel.

Grandmas Troy and Diane, along with mommies Leslie and Katie, take their princesses, Amber, Heidi, Kacey,
and Molly, to see Beauty and the Beast at LaComedia Dinner Theater. What a magical night together!
After walking along the bike path
in Yellow Springs, the Walking
Club-Diane, Julie, Pastor Joe,
Dave, Gordon, Bob, Darrel,
Joyce, and Jan (not pictured)rested and enjoyed lunch together at Peach’s restaurant. The
Walking Club meets the third
Monday each month at 10:30am.
Helping Hands
The Primary School principal contacted us and asked
that we help them again this year as the new school
year begins. We will help students get off the bus and
find their rooms in the morning and make sure they find
their bus or ride in the afternoon. School
begins Sept. 6 for grades 1-3 and
Sept. 9 for kindergartners. If you
can head up this mission or help,
please let Diane know.

Ice Cream Social for Montessori School Open House
We will host an ice cream social at the
Montessori School Open House on Saturday August 13th from noon-1:00pm. The
students are always excited about starting
a new school year and are a lot of fun. If
you can help serve ice cream or donate
cookies, please contact Diane.
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Sunday FunDay - August 14th

Happy Birthday!
Aug 10
18
19
20
25

Please invite your friends and neighbors to join us for
Sunday FunDay after worship on August 14th. The program will feature a
speaker on nutrition and staying
healthy. We will be serving meatballs
in sweet and sour sauce, rice, green
beans, and dessert.

Kenny Brown
Shirley Schlafman
Obie Sommer
Bunny McPeek
Barbara Bush

Dear FPC Members,
Thank you so much for the lovely flowers that Lily
Yeh delivered to our house yesterday, Sunday, July 24th. I believe
they were donated by the
Seewers. They certainly are a
cheerful addition to our home,
and a reminder of our good
friends at FPC.
Sara Jane and Frank Lowe
Richard Winters shared zinnia seeds with members of
the congregation this spring and helped spread beautiful flowers throughout Fairborn.
Dear Friends
Thank you for your gift of $2000.00. We are grateful
for your support of St. Vincent de Paul.
When a family or individual comes to us, often it is
because they have nowhere else to turn. Your gift
enables us to compassionately provide clothing, food,
and shelter.
The work of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is guided by friendship and service - and rooted in the love
of Jesus Christ. Financial donors like you make our
work possible and ensure the needs of our neighbors
are met.
Thank you for loving the people we serve and accompanying them in their time of
need with your gift!
Your gift is a visible expression
of love for your neighbor. We
are honored to receive it and
promise to wisely steward it.
Gratefully,
Michael Vanderburgh
Executive Director

Enjoying lunch and spending time with friends at the
Senior Center!
Dear Presbyterian Friends,
Thank you so very much for the beautiful altar flowers provided by Corkie Winters and Diane Sondergelt
and delivered to us by our deacon,
Judy Myers.
It was special to be remembered
and to have a nice “chat” with Judy.
Thanks again for your kindness.
Sincerely ,
Chris and John Eubel
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August 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

1:00 pm
Hope CircleLounge

7

8

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

Noon
Montessori
School Open
House Fellowship Hall

14

15

10:15 am
Worship

10:30 am

16

17

18

19

20

23

24

25

26

27

Walking Club

Sunday FunDay
immediately
after worship

21

22

10:15 am
Worship

11:30 am
Sr. Ctr Lunch

11:30 am
Session Mtg

28

29

10:15 am
Worship

Lifeline Articles
due in office

30

31
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SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS
A shopping list is provided for your use. Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry. You can leave items in the bins in the narthex. If you
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know. I’ll be happy to help.
Linda Hartsock
School Pantry Coordinator
________________________________________________________________________________________
Pasta Noodles
Oatmeal
Crackers
Pasta Sauce
Pancake Mix (add water only)
Snacks
Ravioli (Can or individual)
Pancake Syrup
Canned Vegetables
Soup
Poptarts
Juice
Rice and Noodle Mixes
Nuts
Paper Towels
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)
Pudding
Toilet Paper
Tuna and Chicken cans
Fruit cups
Shampoo/Cond.
Vegetable Oil/Spray
Peanut Butter
Body Wash
Cereal
Jelly
Feminine Hygiene

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324
phone: 937-878-3954
email: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Office Hours: Wednesday and Friday, 10 am—2 pm
Thursday 9 am—11 am and 1:30 pm—3:30 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
email: pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Choir Director: Shelda Cox

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers,
Troy Oliver, David Sellers, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt
Articles for next month’s Lifeline need to be in the office by August 29.
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline
in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call.
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