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August 2018

Pastor’s Prayers
Are you familiar with any of Gary Chapman’s books on Love Languages? His theory is that we
don’t all experience love in the same way, so he has identified five primary ways that we express love.
We may experience and/or express love through words of affirmation. If this is your love
language, you may appreciate above all other things being told “I love you,” or you may
be likely to say nice things about others.
Our love language may be quality time. You like to spend time with your loved one, just
hanging out or having regular conversations. You like someone’s undivided attention.
Gifts are a tangible way to show we care. This might mean buying chocolates or flowers
or picking up a souvenir when you are on a trip.
Perhaps we express love through acts of service. You get your spouse’s car serviced or
sew on their loose buttons. You make the plane reservations because you know that
stresses out your loved one.
And of course, there is physical touch. You like to hold hands. You enjoy receiving a massage. Even a pat on the back speaks love to you.
All of these are great ways to express and experience love. Of course, you and your loved one
may not speak the same love language. But if you know what makes him or her feel loved,
you can certainly practice speaking “in another language!”
I recently encountered these love languages through a book called Keeping Love Alive as
Memories Fade: The 5 Love Languages and the Alzheimer’s Journey, by Gary Chapman,
Deborah Barr, and Edward Shaw. They write about their own experience of continuing to love
even when a loved one no longer experienced love in the same ways. Memory is such an
(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
important part of our relationships that we may not know how to continue loving when our
memory, or that of our spouse or parent, begins to go. Becoming more flexible in how we
offer love may help, as well as taking care of ourselves when we are no longer hearing love
spoken by others as we would like.
For those who know someone with memory loss, this may be a helpful book. And remember
as well, God speaks all the languages of love and is ready to reach out to sustain and comfort
us in love.
Grace and peace,
Karen
** Gracious God, you will never forget us. We can trust that your love is steadfast, and that
you will always watch over us. Help us to love and to feel loved by those who are important in
our lives. Amen.
MEMORIAL GIFTS
Gifts in memory of Joe Haddix have been received from Margaret Carlson
and the McMillan family.
Mary Ellen Hill’s brother, Carl Jones, was remembered by the Rona Hills Women’s Club.
Jane Bigelow remembered Henry Koehler, Beth Thomas’ brother-in-law.

ATTENTION: COSI VOLUNTEERS
Please mark your calendars for our 2018-2019 COSI programs for the third grade class at Fairborn Primary School. On Tuesday, November 13, we will be presenting the "Energy" program
once again. Then on March 27, we will present "Simply Chemistry."
Once again we will require 25 volunteers for each program. If you haven't volunteered
before, please plan on joining us as we have a very satisfying and enjoyable day together.
For those of you who are seasoned volunteers, your continued support is needed and appreciated. YOU make this a successful mission and a worthwhile educational opportunity for the
children! Thank you. Marlene Acus, 767-5026
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CLERK’S
CORNER
Session Recap




A fundraiser/outreach program: details are
still under consideration.
Approved Pastor Karen's request to be
absent on August 19.

July 18, 2018
Karen led our opening devotions with a
responsive reading based on Hymn #418.
Our scripture passage was from Ephesians
2:11-22. Requests for joys and concerns
were shared followed with prayer to begin
our meeting.
Ken Gadd was present as a guest. Ken, a
lifelong Presbyterian, has been active here
for many years, but never formally joined.
Session voted to accept Ken Gadd as a
member. He will join by reaffirmation of
faith on Sunday, July 22.
Troy Oliver reviewed the 2018 Financial
Report prepared by Carolyn McMillan:
Total income for June 2018 was
$16,181.09; total expenses $21,326.61;
net ($-5,145.42). Troy also shared some
thoughts on the budget process.
Session approved:
 Approved the June 2018 meeting
minutes.
 Approved the Vital Statistics: our membership roll total is 113.
 Approved membership request of Ken
Gadd.
 Approved meeting at 10:00 a.m. on the
third Wednesday of each month for remainder of 2018. If significant schedule
conflicts occur, the time and date can be
changed. The next meeting will be August 15 at 10:00 a.m.

Additional Information:
 A Meet ‘N’ Eat is planned for August 12. A
baseball theme will be used for the meal and
program. Larry Hollar will share baseball
stories.
 We reviewed the FPC Events Calendar from
July 18 – August 22. Changes or additions
were noted, such as the addition of the
date/time for the Meet ‘N’ Eat, the Session
meeting, and the senior center lunch.
 The schedule of events that we sponsor at
the primary school has been set. Many of
these programs are available because of generous additional donations by members.
Thank you.
October 10: Madcap Puppets for
Kinderarten
November 7: Puppets for First Grade
November 13: COSI on Energy
December 12: Dayton Philharmonic for
Second Grade
March 27, 2019: COSI with Simply
Chemistry
 A recent bulletin change was implemented.
The current Session members and the Clerk
of Session will be listed in the bulletin, space
permitting. This list will also appear in the
Lifeline newsletter.
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MID-YEAR 2018 TREASURER’S REPORT
We are in the 5th consecutive year of our commitment to continue our current
spending levels. We have been able to do this by drawing from our invested assets and can continue to do this for the next 5 to 10 years. Through June 2018
our total income was $91,214 and total expenses were $126,216, for a shortfall
of $35,002. Next month Session will begin the 2019 budget process and will reevaluate our financial position and implement what we believe will be the best
use of our God-given gifts. Please reach out to any Session member to share your
thoughts and opinions on our future path.
Obviously, we cannot continue to maintain our staff and building indefinitely
while spending more than what is coming in, but I continue to be committed to
and optimistic about the future of our church. Our new members and the lives
we impact through our missions are reason for joy, hope, and faith that the Holy
Spirit is alive in our church.
Whenever I feel like a problem is too big to overcome, I remind myself of a quote
by Helen Keller: “I long to accomplish some great and noble task, but it is my chief
duty to accomplish small tasks as if they were great and noble.” We are a congregation of 114. Multiplying any effort greater than zero by 114 will surely
equate to something great and noble.
Please continue to support our church in any great or small way that you are
able.


Pray for the future of our church



Invite a friend or acquaintance to church



Share a fundraising or outreach idea with a Session member



Donate to our operating fund

As we have since 1860, we will continue to move forward, serving our community
through God’s grace and blessings.
Troy Oliver, Treasurer
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FAIRBORN PRIMARY SCHOOL

Calling all “Helping Hands” Volunteers
School begins on WEDNESDAY, August 22, with the first day for
Kindergarten starting on Monday, August 27.
Please check your calendars and pencil in the dates NOW.
Assistance is needed 8/22 through 8/24 both in the morning and the afternoon.
Help will be needed again 8/27 through 8/31 in the morning and the afternoon.
Final dates and times will be formalized after my meeting with the school staff.
To assist you in marking your calendar, I anticipate that the format will be similar
to last year:
Mornings - 8:30 to 9:30
Afternoons - 2:30 to 3:30

Mark your calendars NOW, then
the signup board later in August.

look for further announcements and

THANK YOU
If you have any questions, please contact
Kathleen Seewer
Helping Hands Coordinator
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH
TROY OLIVER

One local company’s loss is First Presbyterian’s gain! Our volunteer of the month
– Troy Oliver – recently retired from the Speedway Corporation and hit the
ground running to help us thrive, grow, and just generally be a better place in
which to worship and do God’s work.
Troy has been our Treasurer for two years – which is a daunting task. You may
notice her scooting out of the sanctuary often on Sunday mornings because she
has also volunteered to take charge of the children of the congregation during
the service. In addition, she and her husband Mitch are the leaders of one of our
popular “supper clubs.”
But the biggest task she undertook upon her retirement was the church rummage sale. She spent many hours picking up donations from our homes, sorting
and pricing items, gathering up volunteers, and finally setting up the Fellowship
Hall, and working the three long days the sale was in progress. After the sale was
over, she packed up and delivered the remaining items to a charity. She set a
goal to earn $1,000 to help pay for roof repairs – and she exceeded that goal,
making $1,145.40!
We love having Troy among our many volunteers and can’t wait to see what
fundraising ideas she comes up with next. Her ever-present smile and cheerful
attitude are truly a blessing! Thanks, Troy, for all you do!
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
Sunday Mornings
We are studying Genesis together, and really enjoying it! As has become our habit, we look
at a variety of translations as we read together. Discussion is centering on the relevance of
this important book for our lives today. All are welcome! (This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in
the Boardroom.)
Tuesday Mornings:
Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over breakfast at Foy’s Grill. Again,
all are welcome! (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., before heading out to their various volunteer and other commitments.)
Thursday afternoons
The World’s Greatest Churches concludes August 2, when we will feature Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople.
Following a short summer break, The History of Christian Theology will begin on Thursday,
September 13 at 1:00 p.m. with a DVD lesson entitled, “What Is Theology?” Throughout the
class, we will explore more than 2000 years of Christian thought, and attempt to answer
such questions as: Who was Jesus – a wise sage, or God in human form? Does his promise
of salvation apply to all of humankind, or is it limited to his followers? All are welcome!
Questions? Please see Shirley Schlafman or Denise Lo Cicéro.

MEET-N-EAT SUNDAY, AUG. 12
Please join us for our baseball themed Meet-N-Eat on Aug. 12 immediately after worship.
We will be serving hotdogs (and fixings), pasta salad, baked beans, and apple crisps. Larry
Hollar, Karen’s husband, will be sharing baseball stories with us and teaching us some interesting things that we might not know about baseball. Please invite your family and friends
to join us!

CHANCEL FLOWERS
Would you like to provide flowers for the chancel some Sunday? It’s a nice way to recognize
birthdays, anniversaries, and departed loved ones. Afterward the two bouquets go to those
who are ill, homebound, or grieving or who are celebrating special occasions such as birthdays (or the donor.) The cost is $25 for two bouquets, and available dates (sign up on the
chart outside the lounge or call the office) are 8/5, 8/12, 9/2, 9/30.
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Happy Birthday!
Aug 10
18
25

Kenny Brown
Shirley Schlafman
Barbara Bush

Sep

Stefan Riselay
Peter Bletzinger
Steve Warthman
Denise Lo Cicéro
Mary Rust
Woody Ensor
Ray Acus
Pat Biggs
Joyce Lawler
Elizabeth Thomas
Joy King
Elaine Brown
Andy Cook
John Haynes
Pam Botts

1
3
5
8
9
12
19
21
23
24
25
27
29

MITCH
OLIVER HAS
RETIRED!
HIP, HIP ,
HOORAY!!

Can you
believe
that we
celebrated
with cake?

SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Karen Cassedy,
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Marlene Acus,
Julie Brown, John Haynes,
Bill McMillan, Art Myers,
Troy Oliver, Shirley Schlafman,
Michael Seewer, Diane Sondergelt
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Dear First Presbyterian Church,

Supper Club at Corkie’s house.

Celebrate new member: Ken Gadd

Thank you for your ongoing support
of the programming we provide at
St Mark’s Lutheran Church. This
year, We Care Arts is celebrating
our 35th anniversary inspiring people to realize their potential! I am
writing to tell you how your gifts (of
money and time) have helped your
Fairborn neighbors.
Last year our instructor and your
members, Jody Hoag and Lily Yeh,
provided weekly art classes and encouragement for seven people with
multiple challenges. Jody and Lily,
fine artists in their own right, are
invaluable to the project. They provide one-on-one support to the
artists; help finish projects created
by the participants and, to the delight of everyone, provide homemade snacks every week! They
have created a special bond with
each of the participants who look
forward to seeing Jody and Lily every week. For many, coming to art
classes provided by our agency is
their only reason for getting up in
the morning. The process of creating a piece of art allows them to
express their innermost feelings
and to begin to heal physically,
emotionally and spiritually.
Again, thank you for your belief in
We Care Arts and the power of
creativity!
Sincerely, Darlene Langhout,
Executive Director, We Care Arts
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August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

11

Last class:
World’s Greatest
Churches

5

6

7

8

9

10

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

10:00 am
Bells workshop

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:00 Operations
Mtg.(BR)

1:00 pm CLS
meeting (BR)

10:00 am
Setup for
Meet-N-Eat

16

17

18

24

25

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

6:30 pm Bells
Rehearsal (MR)

12

13

14

15

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

1:00 am
St Vincent Cooks

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:00 am Session
Mtg (BR)

21

22

23

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

School starts

Lifeline
Deadline

10:15 am
Worship
11:30 am
Meet ‘N’ Eat

19

5:30 pm St Vincent
Servers

20

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study
10:15 am
Worship /
Guest Preacher:
Terry Kukuk

26

27

28

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

Kindergarten
starts

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:00 Cook and
11:30 Serve at
Senior Center

29

10:15 am
Worship

11

30

31
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:45 am

Sunday Worship: 10:15 am

Pastor: Reverend Karen Cassedy
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Church Secretary: Shelia Yux

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first Sunday of
each month. Non-perishable items may be brought in any
Sunday and placed in the barrel in the narthex.

Articles for the September 2018

Suggested donations are:

in the office by August 23.

Lifeline need to be

Canned Soups

There will be a limited number of

Canned Vegetables

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex

Canned Fruit

at the Welcome/ Visitors table if you

Canned Juices

want to pick one up.

Canned Meats

_______________

(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)

Please let the office know

Baby Items

of any meetings that you have

(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)

scheduled in the church building

Personal Hygiene Items

so that we can maintain an

(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

accurate calendar and

Thank you for your generous donations!
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