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Advent: History, Traditions, and Practice
History
There is no clear record of the first time Advent was celebrated liturgically; but by the end of the 4 th century,
the Feast of the Nativity was recognized in the church calendar. Ancient homilies from Gregory the Great refer to Sundays of Advent by the end of the 6 th century, and the church marked the Sundays preceding the
Nativity of Christ as the season of Advent by 650 A.D. By the end of the 10 th century the four Sundays before
the Nativity of Christ were established in the calendar of the Christian Church. Presently, in most Western
Christian traditions, the season of Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve.
The English word “advent” is derived from the Latin words venire and adventus, which are translated into
English as “to come,” and “arrival.” These are in keeping with the notion that we celebrate the arrival of Jesus Christ at his birth in Bethlehem.
Traditions
During Advent the paraments and vestments are purple or blue, a symbol of royalty to welcome the coming
of Christ the King. The same color is used during Lent and Holy Week to remind us that the incarnation of
Jesus Christ at Christmas cannot be separated from his suffering and crucifixion. We acknowledge the human
birth, passion, and death of Christ, as described in John’s gospel, “The Word was made flesh and lived among
us.”
The use of an Advent Wreath originated in Germany. The circular form is a sign of God’s endless mercy and
love. The evergreen leaves are symbols of hope, new birth, and everlasting life. The unlit candles represent
the darkness of the world without Christ. Lighting the candles week by week reminds us that Jesus brings
light to a dark world. Four outer candles signify the four Sundays in Advent, three candles are Advent blue
and one is pink as a sign of joy. The center candle is the Christ Candle, it is white and larger than the others.
We light the Christ candle on Christmas Eve as a sign of God’s fulfilled promise in Jesus Christ, the Light of
the World.
Practice
Advent is a time of expecting, anticipating, preparing, and yearning. We
expect the coming of Christ, God’s promised Messiah. We anticipate the
reign of Christ the King who will rule with justice and righteousness. We
prepare for his coming, making way and praying for deliverance from walking in darkness to walk in the ways of Christ who is a “lamp to our feet and
a light to our path.” (Psalm 119) We yearn for God’s deliverance from sin
and death as the children of Israel cried out from their Egyptian oppression. It is with this expectant anticipation that we make way for the coming of Christ among us.
Prepare Him room,
+ Pastor Joe
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Operations: Art provided a status update on various
projects.
• Mitch will work with HVAC contractor to look at
Session Recap
the Zone/Heating, the thermostats, and to check
November 21, 2021
the actuator board.
• The committee is obtaining additional quotes for
The November stated Session meeting was held in
repair of the copper roof over the portico.
person following worship and the hanging of the
greens. Pastor Joe opened our meeting with prayer. • The committee approved a contract to replace
the sidewalk outside the Fellowship Hall and AcHe thanked Julie who provided lunch for us today.
tivity room.
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The membership total at the end of the October meeting was • A couple clean up days will be scheduled after the
new year. The plan is to thoroughly clean the Fel100. She reported the death of long-time member
lowship Hall, the Kitchen, and the Sanctuary. VolRalph Stegner on October 10, 2021, which brings the
unteer assistance will be needed.
membership roll total to 99 on November 21, 2021.
Information:
Session actions:
The Session learned that Kirkmont Center will offer
Approved the October 17, 2021, regular meeting
two retreats in 2022. The women’s Spiritual Nurture
minutes.
retreat will be held March 25-27 led by The Rev. Dr.
Approved the October 31, 2021, congregational
Jacqueline Nowak. A Youth retreat for youth in
meeting minutes.
grades 7-12, and their leaders will be held April 1-3.
Reviewed the December Calendar of events.
We agreed to host a Presbytery meeting in 2023 or
Received the October 2021 Financial Report prepared beyond. We would prefer to host a Tuesday meeting.
by Carolyn McMillan: YTD income $376,828.10; Pastor Joe will contact Lynn Bova, Stated Clerk, to disexpenses $176,836.40; Net $198,991.70.
cuss dates.
Troy explained that the higher balances are the
The Rev. Bob Wade, our Presbytery Liaison, would
result of a transfer of $40,000 from investments
like to visit a session meeting in 2022. Pastor Joe will
in August, and 5 CDs that matured totaling
collaborate with him to find a date that works for all .
$171,842.61.
A combined training with Elders and Deacons will be
Noted that our next regular Session meeting will be
held on January 22 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
January 16, 2022, following worship. There will be
The Installation and Ordination of Elders, Deacons,
no meeting in December.
and Nominating members will be on Sunday, January
Committee Reports:
9, 2022, during worship.
CLS: Due to the new volunteer requirements, our
Kathleen Seewer
support at St. Vincent’s will now be financial rather
2021 Clerk of Session
than in person.

Clerk’s
Corner

Adult Christian Education News
Cornerstone Class meets each Wednesday at 2:00 pm in the
Lounge. On Nov. 3 we will begin our discussion of the book,
Everywhere You Look: Discovering the Church Right Where
You Are, by Tim Soerens. The books should be here by Sunday, if not, you will receive your copy at the first class. The
cost is $5/book. No reading is required for the Nov. 3 class, we
will introduce the topic, format,
and schedule . You can join in any
time without being at prior classes. All are welcome. Snacks are
served. Come join us!
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
Welcome to the Advent Season! Thanksgiving is over, visiting family has gone home, and we are enjoying a
few days of quiet reflection before we celebrate the birth of the Baby Jesus.
The Sanctuary looks so beautiful, as well as the lounge and the narthex. We enjoyed watching everyone
working together to make it look so magical and peaceful. You, the congregation, have no idea how
wonderful it is to see everyone pulling together and having fun while doing it. The church I lived in as
a tiny mouse didn’t have half the energy you all do. Count your blessings!
We saw overwhelming support for the Mitten Tree project benefiting the children from the Fairborn
City Schools. Now, we are enjoying seeing all the brightly colored packages under that same tree that
will bring happiness and joy to 3 lovely families. God is truly at work in our church.
The luncheon that celebrated Thanks and Gratefulness after worship one Sunday was such a blessing also.
The food was delicious (so we hear), the fellowship was great, and again, the team effort to make it
happen was outstanding.
As we all enter the season of Advent – reflect on the reason – the expectation and the anticipation
of Christ’s arrival. It’s a time to look forward to something greater to come. I wish you peace, love,
joy and happiness during this season. ~Ecclesial Mouse

Giving THANKS
together at the
Meet-N-Eat
after worship
November 7th
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Thank you to all who
helped decorate the
sanctuary for Advent.
Thank you Julie for
providing lunch!

Reception for Montessori School Christmas Program
Friday December 17th at 6:00 pm
We will be hosting a reception for the Montessori students, staff, and families after their
Christmas program on Friday, December 17th, 6:00 pm. If you would like to help host or
provide cookies, please let Diane or Julie know. Cookies do not need to be individually
packaged. They can be dropped off on the 17th while the church office is open (10:00 am
to 2:00 pm).
It is such a joy to see the children excited and enjoying their activities. Please feel free to
come and be part of the audience as we show our support for the Montessori school.
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Happy Birthday!
Dec

10
16
24
25
31

Janet Swaim
Eloween Lewis
Carolyn McMillan
Carol Murphy
Bill McMillan

It is with deep regret that after many years
of serving at St. Vincent, this is the last
month we will be preparing a meal there.
We will, however, continue our financial
support of this important mission. St. Vincent has made administrative changes that make it
impractical for us to continue serving there.
St. Vincent is now requiring that all volunteers have
a background check, be fingerprinted, receive initial
training, and then continuing quarterly training.
Meeting these requirements would be very time
consuming since we have different crews that serve
each month. If you have any questions or if you
have any ideas for new missions that we could support, please contact Diane.
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December 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge
4:00 pm
Bells Rehearsal
Fellowship Hall

5

6

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

1:00 pm
Hope Circle —
Lounge

7

8
2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge
4:00 pm
Bells Rehearsal
Fellowship Hall

12

13

14

10:15 am

2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge

Worship
1:00 pm Cook
at St. Vincent

19

15

4:00 pm
Bells Rehearsal
Fellowship Hall

20

21

10:15 am

22

4:00 pm
Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service

2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge

Worship

4:00 pm
Bells Rehearsal
Fellowship Hall

26
10:15 am
Worship

27

28

29
2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge
4:00 pm
Bells Rehearsal
Fellowship Hall
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SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS
A shopping list is provided for your use. Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry. You can leave items in the bins in the narthex. If you
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know. I’ll be happy to help.
Linda Hartsock
School Pantry Coordinator
________________________________________________________________________________________
Pasta Noodles
Oatmeal
Crackers
Pasta Sauce
Pancake Mix (add water only)
Snacks
Ravioli (Can or individual)
Pancake Syrup
Canned Vegetables
Soup
Poptarts
Juice
Rice and Noodle Mixes
Nuts
Paper Towels
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)
Pudding
Toilet Paper
Tuna and Chicken cans
Fruit cups
Shampoo/Cond.
Vegetable Oil/Spray
Peanut Butter
Body Wash
Cereal
Jelly
Feminine Hygiene
Breakfast bars/muffins

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324
phone: 937-878-3954
email: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
email: pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Choir Director: Shelda Cox
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers,
Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt
Articles for the January Lifeline need to be in the office by December 28.
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline
in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call.
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