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February 2021

Online worship only until further notice.
Please contact the church office for access to the online worship option.
Please click here to check the church website. Please click here to see the church calendar.
How has the pandemic impacted your life? We have all made adjustments, some are extreme, and some are
slight. I have been keeping notes about some of the things the pandemic is teaching me. With apologies for
a longer-than-usual newsletter entry, I invite you to dive into my reflections, and I understand if you prefer
to scan this part and move on to a more pertinent section of the February newsletter. Here are some of the
things I have learned so far.
525,600 Minutes is a sum that comes from a song in my favorite Broadway musical, RENT. The song is a reminder of how many minutes each of us has per year. The challenge is to use those minutes wisely because
once they have passed, we will not get them back. Let us not grimly count down what is left, rather greet
each moment that arrives with gratitude for the new possibilities the moment brings.
Connections are critical. Regarding the pandemic, I heard a rabbi say that none of us suffers better alone.
God created human beings to be in relationship with one another and with God. While staying apart reduces
the spread of the virus, we have not stopped needing each other. We are accustomed to believing that God
is always with us by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. But we miss the warm greetings and close
personal interactions that happen within six feet of our neighbors, friends, coworkers, and even strangers. I
am tired of “physical distancing,” and grateful for being able to connect spiritually. Telephones were invented for talking, and it is a gift that most of us have one within reach, in our pocket, on our table or desk, and
some are still on the wall. We can also text, email, or have a video call. Let us also be unafraid to learn new
technology like Skype and Zoom. There is a bit of a learning curve to new technology, but the good news is
that you most likely won’t break anything trying. Best of all, this is a marvelous time to write a note or letter.
There is joy in the process of writing words on a page, choosing a beautiful stamp, and sending a note or
letter on its way.
Little by Little. Small things we do can make big differences. When we stay inside, avoid large gatherings,
and wear a mask when we go out, we protect ourselves from the virus and help prevent the spread to others. There are plenty of arguments and debate about the efficacy of these practices, but I choose to go with
the prevailing recommendations of professionals who know more than I do. When I see improvements in
the larger scope, I am pleased to be doing my part to make a difference. And when I see discouraging reports about the spread of the virus, I want to work harder to do my part to make things better. It is exhausting to make so many decisions every day about personal and community safety. But the pandemic is
an example of how individual choices impact others. I am grateful for what Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
said in his commencement address to Oberlin College in 1965, “all life is interrelated, and we are all caught
in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of identity. Whatever affects one directly,
affects all indirectly. For some strange reason I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought
to be … this is the interrelated structure of reality."
~continued on page 2
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Ora et Labora is a concept around which Benedict of Nursia described the formation of a religious community in the early sixth century. In English, this Latin phrase means pray and work. The monk’s day in a Benedictine monastery was ordered around times designated for prayer and work along with time for meals, study,
and rest. I do not know of any of us who are monks or nuns, but I believe we can learn from St. Benedict
about ordering our day. Benedict describes seven prayer stops each day, as I discussed in this space last
April, but our circumstances may provide a different number for us. In any event, let us be mindful of prayer
throughout the day, which may be lengthy or simply a moment of gratitude, praise, or concern. And when
we are mindful of prayerful engagement, let our work – whatever our vocation is, be daily living as described
in Psalm 34, “Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. Depart from evil and do good:
seek peace and pursue it.” (vv. 13,14)
Tend Your Garden because what you tend is what will grow. If I am growing flowers or vegetables, and I water and care for them, that is what will grow. If I tend the weeds in the garden, or the poison ivy growing at
the edge of the woods, that is what will grow. In the same way, when I spend my time and energy nourishing
and caring for life-giving relationships and experiences, that is what will grow. If I spend my time and energy
on such things as nursing a grudge, harboring a resentment, or loathing an adversary, that is what will grow. I
pray for the wisdom to tend that which gives me life.
Switch To Music more than news. How much more news do I need about politics and pandemic? I subscribe
to satellite radio that provides hundreds of stations to listen to in my car or on the app. I am learning to be
careful about being sucked in to the non-stop cycle of news. For me, public radio works best. There I can find
an extended news program in the morning and late afternoon. I subscribe to newspapers on-line where can
get breaking news during the day. But the most important listening discipline I can follow is to switch to music more than news. There are sixty pre-set buttons on the radio in my car, so I can cycle through my favorite
music which starts just before The Beatles’ album, Please Please Me, to just after U2’s album, Achtung Baby.
I also have buttons for the rest of my favorites in folk, bluegrass, show tunes, classical, and opera. I pray for
the wisdom to switch to music more than news.
Take A Hike. When Kazy and I started hiking the trails in nearby county, metro, and state parks last summer,
we were astounded how many choices there are within an hours’ drive of our home. Whether we hike two
miles or seven, we are always rejuvenated by the fresh air, interesting scenery, exercise, and conversations.
This has been a life-giving antidote to being cooped up at home. May you find a way to be in the fresh air as
well, whether you walk, hike, bike, paddle, or simply sit on the porch.
Write It Down in your journal, in a letter, or in your blog. In quarantine and isolation, we deal with such
things as slowing down and solitude. In these, I have found more opportunities for writing. Some of these
writings are sermons, some are blog and social media posts to share with others, and some are meant just
for me; some are electronic, and some are written by hand. My satisfaction in writing down words is greater
when I am writing in a nicely-bound journal or notebook on paper of a quality stock. More specifically, I like
using a Moleskine journal and a #2 Ticonderoga pencil. There is great therapy for me in way the pencil lead
sounds scratching on fine paper, and the way the pencil smells of cedar when I sharpen it. And sometimes
what I write even turns out to be useful.
We are all COVID-weary, and eager to be able to gather at church for worship, fellowship, and service. I am
grateful for the ways we are learning as a congregation to reach out to each other in new and creative ways
to be the church, and I pray along with you for the day we re-join each other. In the meantime, do what you
need to do to stay well.
Grace and peace,
+ Pastor Joe
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Clerk’s
Corner





Session Recap
Using ZOOM Video conferencing, Pastor Joe led our
meeting by welcoming everyone to the start of a
new year. He greeted our newest member, Roland
Sommer; and thanked Diane Sondergelt and Troy
Oliver who agreed to serve another three years. Because COVID-19 prevented the ordination/
installation of the new officers, we approved allowing them voice but no vote. Pastor Joe will try to
work out the logistics before our February meeting
so that Diane, Roland, and Troy will be able to vote.
The Clerk reported a quorum was present.
Session approved:
 November 2020 session meeting minutes.
The membership total as of 12/31/20 was 105.
 Elected Kathleen Seewer as Clerk of Session.
 Elected Officers of the Corporation for 2021:
President: Julie Brown
Vice-President: Bill McMillan
Secretary: Kathleen Seewer
Treasurer: Troy Oliver
 Collecting a Souper Bowl offering on February 7
with 100% of the proceeds to the FISH mission.
 Elected Ken Gadd as Elder Commissioner to all
2021 Presbytery Meetings. The next meeting will
be February 13, starting at 9:00 a.m. using
ZOOM video conferencing.
 Suspending the January date of the annual Congregational meeting until safe to meet in person.
 Calling a Congregational meeting on October 10,
2021 to elect new officers.
 Communion dates for 2021 through January 2,
2022. The January 3, 2021 was approved retroactively.
 Participation in the 2021 PCUSA Mission Offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing (Easter 04/04);
Pentecost Offering (05/23); Peace and Global
Witness Offering (10/03); and Christmas Joy
Offering (12/19).

Contract renewal for janitorial service.
February 21, 2021 for the next Session meeting.
Pastor Joe’s request for 5 days of Continuing Education from March 8 – 12, 2021.

Additional Information:
Troy Oliver provided the final 2020 Financial Report
prepared by Carolyn McMillan:
Total income for 2020 was $ 201,985.16;total expenses for 2020 was $220,058.42; the net amount
for 2020 was -$18,073.26.
Established 2021 Committee Assignments
Nominating Committee
Congregational Life &
Service
Christian Education
Mission
Worship
Fellowship
Stewardship
Operations
Property
Administration
Finance/Treasurer

Personnel

Other Assignments
Clerk of Session
Presbytery
Commissioner
Boy Scout Liaison

Art Myers (chair)
Diane Sondergelt
(chair)
Jan Smith
Ken Gadd
Julie Brown
Diane Sondergelt
Troy Oliver,
Dixie Jenkins,
Julie Brown
Art Myers (chair)
Art Myers
Julie Brown
Troy Oliver
Roland Sommer -finance
Troy Oliver,
Dixie Jenkins
Roland Sommer
Kathleen Seewer
Ken Gadd
Elaine Brown

Adult Christian Education News
Wednesday Bible Study meets each Wednesday at 2:00 pm via Zoom. If you are not receiving an email with the link to this meeting, please contact Pastor Joe. The study consists of discussion on the sermon text for the next Sunday.
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
Happy February! We are one month closer to warmer weather, sunnier skies, and hopefully the ability to be
together in person once again.
My family and I love it when there are people in the building – we tend to get a little lonely otherwise. Fortunately, the office staff is in 3-4 days a week, and the kids are in the Christian Education Wing attending
classes, but we still miss the weekly in-person Bible studies that are now being done on something called
Zoom. All the other committee meetings that are being conducted the same way.
We have heard that some of the staff and congregation has been vaccinated for COVID, which means soon
there can be blanket making parties. There is a lot of fleece waiting to be made into warm, cozy blankets
and a little bit of security for the children of the Fairborn City School.
The cooking groups have still been able to go to St. Vincent and cook once a month in their brand new facility. This month they are making Presbyterian Chicken (Russian Chicken). Hopefully soon, they will also be
able to start cooking at the Fairborn Senior Citizens Center. I know they have some great ideas for recipes
they want to serve up!
It is okay to hope for brighter days, but we also need to remember to be thankful for what we have
right now. This congregation is still out in the world spreading good will and providing for those
less fortunate than ourselves. Let’s keep shining the Light of the Lord as we travel through this
life!
~Ecclesial Mouse

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES

CHANCEL FLOWERS
If you would like to donate flowers for our Sunday
worship service, please contact the office either by
phone or email with the date of the Sunday for your
donation, as well as the purpose
(memory, honor, etc.). Pastor Joe
will announce who donated the
flowers and the purpose. The cost
for flowers remains at $25 each
Sunday this year.

The offering envelopes used weekly by the Financial
Secretary are available at the church now. You may
pick yours up at the church during office hours but
please call first to make sure
someone is in the office.
Thank you,
Carolyn McMillan

“Souper Bowl Sunday” February 7
Once again, we are participating in “Souper Bowl
Sunday” by collecting money for the hungry in our
community. This mission was started in 1990 by the
youth group at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in
Columbia, South Carolina. The youth asked the
members of the congregation to each donate just
one dollar to help end hunger. To date, this national
movement has raised over $163 million. All money
we collect will go to FISH Fairborn.
Please send your donation to the
church office and annotate it
“Souper Bowl Sunday”.
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Happy Birthday!
Feb

1

Iris Berry

2

Diane Sondergelt

4

Charles Ryan

7

Arthur Lewis

9

Marilyn Lŏw

10

Cassandra Locke

12

Linda Keller

13

Harriet Ensor

14

Ardene Roberts

19

Jody Hoag

20

Marge Gehring

SCHOOL PANTRY UPDATE!
Thanks to this congregation’s caring and generosity,
our school pantry remains well-stocked. According to
Bristen Wells, Fairborn City Schools Homeless Education Liaison, some family situations and living conditions have changed, as have their needs. Bristen
picked up supplies from our pantry on Jan 27 so her
pantry at school would be ready for students/families
starting Jan 28. Currently, we have a good supply of
shampoo/conditioner and body wash.
A new shopping list is provided for your use. If you
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery,
just let me know. I’ll be happy to help.
Linda Hartsock
School Pantry Coordinator
937-429-1828
l_hartsock@yahoo.com
______________________________________
Pasta Noodles
Pasta Sauce
Ravioli (Can or individual)
Soup
Rice and Noodle Mixes
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)
Tuna and Chicken cans
Vegetable Oil
Cereal
Oatmeal
Pancake Mix (add water only)
Pancake Syrup
Nuts
Pudding
Fruit Cups
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Crackers
Canned Vegetables
Juice
Poptarts
Snacks
Shampoo / Conditioner
Body Wash
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
Feminine Hygiene items
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February 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study- via
Zoom

2:00 pm
CLS Meeting
via Zoom

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study- via
Zoom
Ground Hog’s
Day

7

8

9

Worship with
Communion
Online only
1:00 pm
Cook at St.
Vincent

14

15

16

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study- via
Zoom

Worship
Online
Online only

Valentine’s
Day

21
Worship
Online
Online only
11:30 Session
meeting via
Zoom

Ash
Wednesday

22

23

24
2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study- via
Zoom

28
Worship
Online
Online only
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-3954
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: Online only during the pandemic
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
Email Address: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Phone: 937-878-3954

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers,
Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt
Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items
may be brought in whenever the church office
is open and placed in the barrel in the narthex.
Suggested donations are:
Canned Soups
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Juices
Canned Meats
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)
Baby Items
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)
Personal Hygiene Items
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

Articles for the March Lifeline need to be
in the office by February 25.
There will be a limited number of
copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex
at the Welcome/Visitors table if you
want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know
of any meetings that you have
scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an
accurate calendar and
answer questions as folks call.

Thank you for your generous donations!
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