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The 2022 Per Capita Apportionment
Every Presbyterian (PCUSA) congregation is assessed annually for a set dollar amount per member. This assessment, or apportionment, is known as Per Capita. These funds are distributed from the local congregation to pay our share for the operations and functions of our regional and national governing bodies: presbytery, synod, and general assembly. Our per capita apportionment for 2022 is $52 per congregation member.
“But what do we get from presbytery?” I hear that question a lot when the topic of Per Capita comes up. My
answer to that question follows, and I hope you will also find additional clarification.
Representative government is at the core of the structure in which Presbyterians organize ourselves to carry
out the mission of God in Jesus Christ. In the local church, the congregation elects persons to serve in the
offices of teaching elder (pastor), ruling elder (members of the session), and deacon. Commissioners; pastors and ruling elders, from the local churches gather as the presbytery. And an equitable combination of
pastors and ruling elders from each presbytery gather every two years for the General Assembly. For as long
as Presbyterians have gathered in America, funds to facilitate these assemblies and the work of the commissioners and officers have come from an annual apportionment from each member of the Presbyterian denomination.
I have heard people refer to per capita assessment as the “Presbytery Tax,” and I understand that notion.
However, I prefer to think of the assessment as my support that unites an individual with the entire church
in life and ministry.
In terms of what we get for our money, the answer begins at the presbytery level. Every experience the local church has with the presbytery is not perfect. The Book of Order points out that all “councils may err,
through the frailty inseparable from humanity,” yet there is greater damage done by failing to recognize
that the Scriptures are the only rule of faith. So even though we are subject to human fallibility, we can be
confident that the process of our polity encourages our best efforts to make decisions based upon the revealed will of God.
So, in spite of any disappointing interaction with the presbytery or General Assembly, this church may also
recall the financial subsidy from the presbytery which supported her existence from around 1926 – 1940.
Furthermore, although every pastoral relationship does not work out as planned, this church has access,
through the presbytery to the General Assembly’s network of pastors seeking a call to fill installed, interim,
or stated supply pastor positions. Through our presbytery relationship we have access to officer training and
pastoral development resources, and we are able to participate in and support mission at the local, regional, national, and international levels. A portion of the per capita assessment provides for the organizational
and administrative costs of staff, supplies, and equipment at the presbytery, synod, and national (General
Assembly) levels.
FPC is assessed by the presbytery for this congregation’s per capita apportionment based upon year-end
church membership. And it is our practice to pay the assessment whether or not members of the congregation pay their portion. The presbytery passes along the portion of the per capita which is allotted to the synod and General Assembly based upon local church membership numbers whether or (continued on page 2)
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not the local churches pay their assessment. In every case, any shortfall from non-payment by a member is made up
out of reserves. With that in mind, we can see that expressing one’s dissatisfaction with a particular action of one of
the councils of the PCUSA by withholding per capita only serves to deprive those whose work and ministry is to administer and organize the ways that the PCUSA carries out the mission of the church of Jesus Christ. When there is dissatisfaction, we do well to join with others of like mind to work collaboratively to find other solutions.
The annual assessment is based on our verified membership number from two years prior. FPC’s 2022 apportionment
of $5,484 is based on 105 members as of 12/31/20, for a total individual per capita of $52. Of this amount, $40 goes to
the presbytery, $3 to the synod, and $9 to the General Assembly. Your pastor is not a member of the congregation and
does not count towards the church’s assessment. Pastors pay their per capita to the presbytery.
Your per capita contribution of $52 (per congregation member, not per household) will reduce FPC’s operating costs in
2022 and support the work and ministry of Presbyterians locally, nationally, and globally for the sake of our shared
ministry of the good news of Jesus Christ. You may send your per capita payment to the church, or drop it in the collection plate. In either case, please note on the check that it is for per capita and include your envelope number. Your
partnership in the life and ministry of this church and support of our governing bodies is appreciated.

+grace and peace,
Pastor Joe

Clerk’s
Corner
January 16, 2022
Session Recap
Pastor Joe Hinds opened our meeting with prayer.
Roland Sommer shared his faith journey with us.
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The roll
of total members at the session meeting was 99.
After the session meeting, we learned of the death
of Jim Saunders.
The 2021 Financial Report prepared by Carolyn
McMillan was noted:
Total income for 2021 was $201,769.24; total expenses $218,486.82; net - $16,717.58.
Session approved:
• The November 2021 meeting minutes.
• The January 9, 2022 special meeting minutes.
• The membership roll total as of 12/31/21 was
98.
• Elected Kathleen Seewer as Clerk of Session.
• Elected Officers of the Corporation for 2022:
President: Julie Brown
Vice-President: Bill McMillan
Secretary: Kathleen Seewer
Treasurer: Troy Oliver
• Collecting a Souper Bowl offering on February 13
with 100% of the proceeds to the FISH program.
• Art Myers as Elder Commissioner to the February 12 Presbytery Meeting which starts at 9:00
A.M. via Zoom. Dixie Jenkins was approved as
Elder Commissioner for the remaining Presbytery meetings in 2022.
• February 20, 2022 for the next Session meeting.
• Calling a Congregational meeting on October 9,
2022 to elect new officers and members-at-large
for the nominating committee.
• Congregational Meeting: January 30, 2022

Committee Assignments for 2022:
CLS (Group Chair)
Christian Education
Mission
Worship
Fellowship
Operations (Group Ch.)

Property
Administration
Finance
Stewardship

Personnel

Diane Sondergelt
Troy Oliver
Diane Sondergelt
Julie Brown
Diane Sondergelt
Art Myers
Art Myers
Julie Brown
Julie Brown
Roland Sommer (Ch.)
Troy Oliver
Troy Oliver (co-Ch.)
Dixie Jenkins (co-Ch.)
Julie Brown
Troy Oliver (co-Ch.)
Dixie Jenkins (co-Ch.)
Roland Sommer
David Sellers

Other Assignments
Presbytery Commissioners
Boy Scout Liaison

Art Myers
Dixie Jenkins
Elaine Brown

Nom. Comm., Elder
(Chair)
Nom. Comm, Deacon

Julie Brown

FCS Transitional Living program

Linda Hartsock

Judy Myers

The Pandemic task force continues to monitor the situation as the local numbers in Clark, Greene, and
Montgomery counties have increased. Masks are suggested for those who feel vulnerable. The Ivy vines
that mark off social distancing between the pews will
remain in place.
Kathleen Seewer, Clerk of Session
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
January was a good month in the life of our church. We started the year off with a new member. WELCOME
Linda Hartsock. Linda has been involved in every aspect of our church since she started attending services,
and has now made it official. We look forward to her continuing involvement in Cornerstone Class, all the
beautiful decorating she does throughout the year, taking care of the Transitional Living Program single
handedly, cooking and serving at all meals we provide to the community, and providing us with DELICIOUS
snacks. We love Linda and are pleased to welcome her.
We installed new Elders and Deacons also. Thank for you for your willingness and ability to serve to the following people: David Sellers (Elder), Ken Gadd, Marilyn Low, Maryann Schneider, and Lily Yeh (Deacons). If
anyone is interested in serving the congregation in these capacities, I'm sure anyone of them would be happy to tell you why they volunteer, and the joy they receive in giving back. The Elders and Deacons met on a
Saturday morning in the Fellowship Hall this month, and shared breakfast, conversation, and learned more
about our church and the Presbyterian way of governance. My family loved the left over drops of egg casseroles, grits and biscuits, along with fresh fruit!
The Cornerstone Class had a new 3 week session and welcomed many new faces to the class in January.
They are studying the Art of the Sistine Chapel, other religious art, and will be attending an exhibit of the
Sistine Chapel on February 2nd. My wife and I truly enjoyed the class, and again - the snacks were the most
enticing part of the class for our children! (Linda - please bring more chocolate dipped crackers and peanut
butter!)
With January behind us and a new month starting - we have many opportunities to enjoy the life of our
church, starting with a Souper Bowl meal on February 13th after the service. We hear there are two kinds of
soup, the ladies world famous cornbread and delicious desserts. Plan to attend. Also, Pastor
Joe will be starting a new 3 week Cornerstone Class on February 9th to study three creeds that
are part of our Presbyterian Faith. This should be fun - start us off right into our Lenten Season. We understand Pastor Joe will be doing a drive thru Ash Wednesday event again this
year, so stay tuned! Enjoy these cold days of February coming up, rest and rejuvenate!
~Ecclesial Mouse

We are so happy to welcome
Linda Hartsock to our church
family! Welcome!

Pastor Joe installs and ordains our new class of Deacons (Maryann, Marilyn,
Lily, and Ken) and Elder (Dave). Thank you for serving our church.
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Happy Birthday!
Feb

1
2
7
9
10
12
13
14
19
20

Iris Berry
Diane Sondergelt
Arthur Lewis
Marilyn Lŏw
Cassandra Locke
Linda Keller
Harriet Ensor
Ardene Roberts
Jody Hoag
Marge Gehring

Adult Christian Education News
Cornerstone Class meets each Wednesday at 2:00 pm
in the Lounge. We are discussing the book, Everywhere You Look: Discovering the Church Right Where
You Are, by Tim Soerens. You can join in any time
without being at prior
classes. All are welcome.
Snacks are served. Come
join us!
Thank you for your Tornado Relief donations
In 2021, thanks to your generosity, our church was
able to help nearby tornado victims. We contributed
$1950 to the Presbyterian Disaster Aid fund to help
the tornado victims in Kentucky. Additionally, we donated another $118 to Dayton Disaster Aid to help the
tornado victims in the Miami
Valley Thank you for taking
care of our neighbors.

Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday, February 13th
Lunch immediately following worship
Please join us for bean soup with ham or chicken
tortilla soup and cornbread immediately after worship on “Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday”, Feb.
13th. This is the Sunday that communities unite to
tackle hunger by asking every person that will
watch the football game to donate one dollar to
fight hunger. This mission started by a Presbyterian
youth group in South Carolina has raised over $170
million since 1990. The donations we collect will be
Pastor Joe led the Elders and Deacons in officer traingiven to FISH Fairborn. Please wear your favorite
ing on Saturday, Jan 22nd. Julie made breakfast cassefootball team’s spirit wear or dress in their team
roles, grits, fruits, and biscuits for us to enjoy.
colors as we also celebrate the “Super Bowl Sunday” football game.
Please invite your neighbors and friends to join us!

Pastor Joe talks
with Heidi and
Terry during
Children’s Time
of Sunday
worship.

2022 Church Directory
The church office is working on updating the church directory. If you have any corrections or need to check your
current information, please send an email by Feb 15th to
the church office: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com.
Watch the Midweek Updates and Lifeline for information
on when the 2022 directory will be available
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February 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

Cornerstone
Class Field Trip

6

7

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

1:00 pm
Hope Circle —
Lounge

13

14

8

12:30 pm
Property Comm
2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge

15

10:15 am
Happy
Worship
Valentine’s Day
Souper Bowl of
Caring Lunch
immediately
after worship

20

21

16
2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge

22

23
11:30 am
Sr. Ctr Lunch
2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge

10:15 am
Worship
11:30 am
Session Mtg

27

9

28

10:15 am
Worship

5

Lifeline Articles
due in office
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SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS
A shopping list is provided for your use. Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry. You can leave items in the bins in the narthex. If you
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know. I’ll be happy to help.
Linda Hartsock
School Pantry Coordinator
________________________________________________________________________________________
Pasta Noodles
Oatmeal
Crackers
Pasta Sauce
Pancake Mix (add water only)
Snacks
Ravioli (Can or individual)
Pancake Syrup
Canned Vegetables
Soup
Poptarts
Juice
Rice and Noodle Mixes
Nuts
Paper Towels
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)
Pudding
Toilet Paper
Tuna and Chicken cans
Fruit cups
Shampoo/Cond.
Vegetable Oil/Spray
Peanut Butter
Body Wash
Cereal
Jelly
Feminine Hygiene
Breakfast bars/muffins

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324
phone: 937-878-3954
email: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
email: pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Choir Director: Shelda Cox
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers,
Troy Oliver, David Sellers, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt
Articles for the March Lifeline need to be in the office by February 25.
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline
in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call.
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