FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—JULY 2020 NEWSLETTER

July 2020

Worship services in the sanctuary are scheduled to resume July 12st at 10:15.
Please click here to check the church website
for the latest information on the church Restart Plan.
Please click here to see the church calendar.
Dear Friends in Christ,
We knew from the beginning that our COVID-19 response would need to adapt to a changing situation. After
due consideration and deliberation at the June 21 meeting, the session set Sunday, July 12, as the date to
return to in-person worship. Sermons will continue to be available online for those who prefer that option
for worship.
I want you to know that there was much discussion about setting the date to return to worship and the vote
was not unanimous. Yet, in the spirit of mutual forbearance, any dissenting vote for the date was acknowledged with respect while all were in agreement with the safety precautions to be practiced. As I mentioned
in the June newsletter, the session’s decisions are based on one of the Great Ends of the Church – to provide
for the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the people of God. So, I also want you to know that the
July 12 decision was made after considering the precautions necessary for gathering safely for worship, fellowship, and study.
We recognize that your primary consideration as a member or friend of this congregation is for your personal situation. The governor has advised, and the session concurs, that anyone finding themselves in a medically vulnerable position should continue to self-isolate. In any case, you may be assured that your decision
will be respected with no judgment made as to your participation one way or the other.
In his June 11 letter to Ohio’s ministerial community, Governor DeWine acknowledged congregations who
are taking precautions with respect to the virus. We are in agreement with the governor that the corona virus is still out there and appreciate that Ohio has consistently been under sound administrative and medical
leadership during the crisis. Recognizing the risks inherent with indoor gatherings, we will return to inperson worship under precautions that will be communicated in advance and posted in the building.
Details about safety precautions will be posted, but anyone entering the building will be expected to practice social distancing of six feet and strongly encouraged to wear a mask. When combined, these practices
are extremely effective in stopping the spread of the virus. Along with these precautions, there will be no
gathering before or after worship for fellowship, we will refrain from handshakes and hugs, and we will take
temperatures with a no-contact thermometer.
We will celebrate communion on July 12 using fully contained, no-contact, communion cups. These cups will
not be passed as we usually do but rather given to you by ushers with your bulletin upon entering the sanctuary.
As we gradually resume in-person activity, there will be a Bible study on Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m. beginning
July 1. I will conduct these classes where we will generally be looking at the sermon passage for the following Sunday. We will also practice the social distancing and other precautions mentioned above and posted in
the building.
As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns.
+grace and peace,
Pastor Joe
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Clerk’s
Corner

Committee Reports:
CLS: No action items. Five members of the committee
prepared food at St. Vincent’s. Pastor Joe and Denise will
Session Recap
be working together to develop a possible small group
June 21, 2020
bible class. Julie and Diane have been cleaning the liOur June Session meeting was a virtual meeting
brary. Watch for more information in the Lifeline.
using Zoom Video Conferencing.
Operations: No action items. The cooling system in one
Pastor Joe called the meeting to order with Julie of the Montessori rooms is not working. Committee will
providing the opening prayer. He led our Spiritual be installing window units to provide the necessary coolLeadership Development reflecting theologically ing. Julie has been designated as the liaison for all conon our COVID-19 plan.
tact with the Montessori school. Phone system needs
Session held a lengthy discussion regarding the
replaced. Julie is researching options and costs.
COVID-19 plan.
An anonymous individual has offered to pay for the maThe Clerk reported a quorum was present. The
terials to replace the flooring in the Henderson Hall reroll of total members is 109. Kathleen reported
stroom. Committee would pay for installation. Property
on email correspondence received. Kirkmont
is in process of choosing flooring and arranging for instalcamp requests donations. Presbytery sent infor- lation.
mation related to watching the 224th General As- Personnel: No action items. Committee did not meet.
sembly. The Presbytery Leadership Council sent a Covid-19 Task Force: Greene county saw an increase in
letter stating their position regarding systemic
cases during the first part of June which caused the postracism.
ponement of the opening date. With the Session vote
Troy reviewed the Financial Report prepared by
today, the committee hopes that we can worship togethCarolyn McMillan. YTD Income $91,134.35; Exer on July 12.
penses $89,783.48; Net $1,350.87.
The following procedures will be followed.
Session approved:
No fellowship gathering before or after church service.
Instrumental music will be used, no singing.
 the May 2020 minutes.
 July 12 as the date to resume worship in the
Social distancing (maintain 6 feet apart), no hand shaksanctuary subject to COVID-19 conditions and ing or hugging, and wearing of masks is strongly encourstate guidelines.
aged.
 serving communion on July 12, the day we
High risk individuals are encouraged not to come to
return to in-person worship.
church. The safety and health of our members is our pri Sunday, July 19, 2020, next regular session
ority. We will continue to monitor the state guidelines
meeting date. Session will meet in the Board and COVID-19 situation.
Room if we can maintain social distancing. If
Calendar: Session reviewed the July calendar adding July
we are unable to meet in-person that day,
12 as the next potential in-person worship date, and July
the session meeting will be held via Zoom.
19 as the next Session meeting date.

Adult Christian
Education News
Starting Wednesday, July 1, at 2pm in the Sanctuary, Pastor Joe will lead a Bible study
focusing on the lectionary passages for the following Sunday's worship service. We have purchased touchless thermometers and will take everyone's temperature on arrival. We ask that you wear a mask, but
masks are available free at the church if you need one. We will meet weekly, in the sanctuary, where social
distancing is most easily accomplished. You do not need to be able to attend every week to participate. Each
week will be a separate stand-alone discussion. Please come as often as you're able!
Pastor Joe is also considering an at-home study option, live via a platform such as Zoom or Facebook Live, or
text-based which would be sent out as an email. Please let him know of your interest in this.
Please note that the Thursday afternoon class (video/discussion) and the Sunday morning class (Bible study)
continue to be on hold, and no definite dates for their restart have been chosen.
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
July is here and with it comes signs of hope! We hope to resume in-person worship, the teachers and staff of
the Montessori school are busy preparing to open the school in our Christian Education Wing, and we will be
celebrating our Nation’s Independence (in a slightly lower key fashion this year).
You may think that things are a little slower paced in the building during our hiatus, but that couldn’t be farther from the truth! Pastor Joe is here preparing his Sunday on- line services, making phone calls, and reaching out to his “flock.” The wonderful core of volunteer administrative staff is busy readying the church for the
imminent return of in-person worship, cleaning out the library, keeping the bills paid, the payroll flowing, and
everyday business taken care of. Even though the building is not occupied as usual, there are still maintenance issues that need to be addressed, and our Operations volunteers are here on an almost daily basis
making sure the building keeps humming.
I heard that a group of our cooks went to St. Vincent on a Monday in June and cooked chili and provided hot
dogs and all the fixings for the evening meal. Another group is planning to go in July to make their world
famous Presbyterian Chicken.
There was another day of “Meet Pastor Joe” at the Oliver household last month. His wife Kazy
and son Paul were able to join him, and everyone was delighted to be introduced to them.
Please enjoy these days of summer and thank God for the beauty of nature, the warm sunshine,
the cool evening breezes, and beautiful sunsets.
~Ecclesial Mouse
Library Books Looking for a Good Home!!
The library on the first floor of the CE Wing hasn’t been used in quite a while. We are in the process of dusting off the shelves and purging outdated/unused material. A few shelves have been
designated for books that we would like to keep for the church but there are still a lot of books
looking for a new home. Please stop by the library between July 15th and August 17th to take any of those
books or material that you would like. We would like to find a new home for as many books as possible.
The library is open anytime the church is open or you can call the office to arrange another time that is convenient for you. If you have any questions, please contact Diane Sondergelt.
Dear Church Members,
Thank you for the floral arrangement you sent to
our mother’s burial service. We regret that we
were not able to hold the service at the church as
Mom would have liked. She enjoyed the fellowship and spirituality she had for over 40 years at
the church.
The Hale Family
Dear First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you so much for the wonderful luncheon
after the service for Wendell Dobyns. We know
the church was so very special to him and he
cared deeply for everyone.
Blessings,
The Family of Wendell Dobyns
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Small groups meet Pastor Joe
while social distancing and
enjoying the sunshine in the
Olivers’ backyard on May 31st

(Above) Martha enjoys celebrating
her first birthday.

Happy Birthday Martha!
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Happy Birthday!
Jul

1
10
11
14
20
22
27
31

Sara Jane Lowe
Lily Yeh
Art Myers
Edward Lŏw
Shelda Cox
Margaret Beaver
Dorothy Anderson
Marlene Acus
Jeff Firestone
Maryann Schneider

Dear Rev. Hinds and Congregation,
You are Awesome! Thank you so much for thinking of FISH Fairborn, especially in this time of crisis. We have been able to remain open throughout this virus crisis because of donations like
yours. We will be putting your donation to good
use immediately.
Our number of clients has increased immensely
due to the Coronavirus. For the months of
March, April, and May, we have had a total of
7263 people that we could help with food. We
still provide a night’s lodging for homelessness
when needed and help with utility shut-off notices and eviction notices. We try to help keep our
clients housed with utilities that work and food
to eat. It is an ongoing process and we continue
to be open for business.
We are so glad that you continue to be a part of
our FISH family. It is a challenge and a blessing to
be able to help so many people in need. Your
donation makes helping them a possibility.
Thanks so much and God bless you all. Stay
healthy and safe.
Sincerely,
Beth Player,
FISH Fairborn Coordination

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
I wanted to let you know of our sincere appreciation
for the dedication and compassion you have shown to
our guests through the service you have shared. You
work alongside us assisting the most vulnerable in our
community through the most difficult times in their
lives. Your friendship and unconditional support are
the reasons why St. Vincent DePaul is a home for
those who need to know Christ’s love. Through the
years your prayers have held us up. Please continue
to keep us and those we serve in your prayers.
Yours in Christ,
Diane Almanza, Manager of St. Vincent Volunteers
SCHOOL PANTRY SHOPPING GUIDE (JANUARY 2020)
Kind and generous friends, again this school year there
is a need at Fairborn Schools for food and other items
for students in transitory housing. When you go shopping for yourself and your own family, think of these
students and their families
1. FOOD (nonperishable/microwavable) such as:
Breakfast bars
Pop tarts
Cereal cups or single-serving packaging
Canned soup
Cookies
Crackers
Chips
Cracker sandwiches (peanut butter or cheese)
Fruit cups
Fruit or vegetable juice
Mac & cheese cups
Peanut butter
Jams, jellies
Pudding cups
Pasta cups w/sauce & meat (e.g. Chef Boyardee)
Single serve meals (e.g. Hormel “Compleat”)
Snack bars (e.g. Granola, Trail Mix)
Tuna or chicken packets
2. Body wash, laundry & dishwashing detergents, toilet paper, paper towels, lip balm (e.g. Chapstick),
shampoo, hair conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes.
Please leave your donation in one of the designate
containers in the lower narthex. If you want to document your donation, complete a “blue sheet” with
attached receipts for the Financial Secretary. Forms
and assistance are available in the church office).
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July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

2:00 pm
Adult Bible Study
Sanctuary

5

6

7

Closed

Closed for
holiday

8

9

10

11

10:00am Ops
Meeting

2:15pm
CLS Meeting
Board Room

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

2:00 pm
Adult Bible Study
Sanctuary

12

13

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion
(service only)

6:00 pm Serve
at St. Vincent’s
(tentative)

14

15
2:00 pm
Adult Bible Study
Sanctuary

1:00 pm Cook
at St. Vincent’s

19

20

21

10:15 am
Worship
(service only)
11:30 Session
meeting

26
10:15 am
Worship
(service only)

22
2:00 pm
Adult Bible Study
Sanctuary

27

28

29
2:00 pm
Adult Bible Study
Sanctuary
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-3954
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
Email Address: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Phone: 937-878-3954

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Bill McMillan,
Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt
Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items
may be brought in any Sunday and placed in
the barrel in the narthex.
Suggested donations are:
Canned Soups
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Juices
Canned Meats
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)
Baby Items
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)
Personal Hygiene Items
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

Articles for the August Lifeline need to be
in the office by July 28.
There will be a limited number of
copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex
at the Welcome/Visitors table if you
want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know
of any meetings that you have
scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an
accurate calendar and
answer questions as folks call.

Thank you for your generous donations!
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