FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

June 2019

Pastor’s Prayers
In the account of the Pentecost experience, we are told that “a sound like the rush of a violent wind” filled the entire house where the disciples were sitting. In the wake of the EF3 tornados of Memorial Day, perhaps we have a more vivid sense of what might have happened at
Pentecost.
I know that many of you have been without power. Some of you have said that you feel
isolated and cut off from the world. I pray that you are safe, and that you will have a strong
sense of God’s Spirit guarding you and giving you the energy to make it through.
The movement of the Spirit at Pentecost was powerful enough to propel the disciples out
into the larger world, taking the good news of Jesus Christ with them. God’s power is not
destructive like a tornado, but it can be disruptive and it changed the world as the disciples
knew it.
How do you see God’s power at work in our world today? Certainly I see God’s power in all
the acts of good neighbors watching over each other in times of danger. Yet, probably God is
active in less obvious ways as well. God’s power is enough to overcome the differences that
divide us, and I pray for unity and peace. God’s power is enough to bring new life to our
world.
Think about God’s power, and let me know where you see it at work!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Karen
** Dear God, we thank you for the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. May we be energized
anew to do your work in this world of need. Amen.
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A NOTE FROM THE ECCLESIAL – OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
WOW! I thought April was a busy month in the life of the Church, but May has
turned out to be just as busy. I hear there is a rummage sale happening in June,
and the ladies are diligently working to get it all ready. People are in and out of
the Fellowship Hall at unusual times to drop off items they are donating. I heard
someone say they hope to make at least $1,146 so they can top last year’s sales
figures. My family and I don’t have much to donate, but if someone would just
ask us, we would be happy to greet the folks that come in to shop. Say the word,
and we will be there!

I also heard there is going to be a luncheon for the Women of the Church. The
family and I were hoping it would be in the Fellowship Hall because there are always some goodies left behind for us, but we heard they are going to Teaberries
Restaurant in Springfield. We do have some distant cousins living in Springfield,
so maybe they will be the lucky ones.

Church Secretary Shelia Yux, is retiring. We’ll be sad to see her go — she is always happy and has a warm smile on her face while doing her tasks— but we are
happy for her. There is quite a bit of traffic in and out of the office during the
week as she is training volunteers how to do her job. We are REALLY going to
miss her, but hopefully she will come back and visit us from time to time.

I’m here watching all the time, and will keep you informed of any changes happening. A Church Mouse’s job is never done.
~Ecclesial Mouse
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CLERK’S CORNER



Session Recap
May 15, 2019
Karen led our opening devotions with
Psalm 23. Foundations of Presbyterian
Polity (Part 1 of the Book of Order) is this
year's Presbytery joint focus to help equip
ourselves in the 21st century. F-1.01, God's
Mission, is the May focus topic. Prayers for
Joys and Concerns were shared followed
with a unison prayer to begin our meeting.
The Clerk reported a quorum was present.
The roll of total members is 111.
Troy Oliver reviewed the 2019 Financial Report prepared by Carolyn McMillan: Total
income for April 2019 was $15,955.33; total expenses $20,218.42; net - $4,263.09.
The increased expenses are partly due to
the April Pledges being down $2,800, and
the annual Insurance payment of $6,800
was paid.
The review of the 2018 financial records
was performed on May 6, 2019. The records are in good order and fairly represent
the financial position of the church as of
December 31, 2018.
A Mid-Council Financial Network Conference is planned for November 20-22, 2019.
At this time, no session member is able to
attend.
Session approved:
 Approved the April 17, 2019 meeting
minutes.
 Approved the June 9 Baptism request of
Andy and Maddie Cook.
 Approved Baptism request of Leslie and
Roland Sommer, date to be determined.



Approved the proposal presented by the
personnel committee. Shelia retires June
28. During July and August, volunteers will
staff the office from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday - Friday. This trial period will help
determine office-staffing needs in the future.
Approved Wednesday, June 19, 2019, as our
next meeting date.

Additional Information:
Visioning and Planning for 2019 and the future:
We continued our discussion. Karen distributed
a handout titled, The Smaller Congregation Pathways in Challenging Times. Session was
asked to read it for discussion at next month's
meeting.
Karen recently received a Thank You note from
the "Pass-It-On" AA group. They expressed
their appreciation to us for allowing them to
use our facility for their meetings.
Noted the Rev. Marcy Bain will preach on
May 20.
Ken Gadd, Elder Commissioner to the May 14
Presbytery Meeting, provided a report.
Troy reminded everyone of the upcoming rummage sale, June 6-8.
Karen noted that member Andrew Raschid will
marry Emil Damanahan in Manila, Philippines,
on June 12, 2019.
Session reviewed the June calendar noting
additions and corrections such as adding the
dates of rummage sale and correcting the date
of the CLS meeting.
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Presbytery of the Miami Valley and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
A Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) Team is being deployed to our presbytery. This team is called the
National Response Team (NRT) and is PDA's primary response unit. NRT members are specially trained volunteers who are deployed to cover initial disaster responses, and long-term training and support to midcouncils, congregations, and communities with recovery efforts.
Once we receive the NRT's assessment we will be able to share specific ways the Presbytery of the Miami
Valley can respond to the recovery work.
The presbytery has established a special fund and is accepting cash donations for the recovery work. If you or
your congregation would like to donate, send your contributions to the presbytery office at the address below and earmark them PMV Tornadoes.
We will give updates as soon as we can. I am grateful for all the prayers, donations, and compassion from
around our presbytery.
The Rev. Terry L. Kukuk, Executive Presbyter
Presbytery of the Miami Valley
1541 South Smithville Road
Dayton, OH 45410
937-258-8118 or 1-800-270-8118

www.miamipresbytery.org

Jeff Firestone and Mom celebrating Jeff’s graduation

Cindy Bowen’s retirement party
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Worship Notes


Session has approved with joy the baptism of yet to be born baby Martha Cook, daughter
of Maddie and Andy Cook. The baptism is scheduled for June 9, 2019, as Andy will be
leaving on deployment to Afghanistan on June 11. We will also be offering blessings for
his tour of duty and safe return.



Session has also approved with joy the baptism of Heidi Sommer, daughter of Leslie and
Roland Sommer. The date has yet to be set, pending family availability.



The bell choir will be taking a well-deserved break for the summer. Heartfelt thanks to
Rena Leatherman, who not only directs the Presbyterian bells, but also directs the Methodist bells, and also directed the mass choirs at this year’s Greene County Spring Ring!

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Sunday Mornings: We are currently studying Exodus. We look at a variety of translations
each week and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for our lives today. All are welcome!
(This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the boardroom.)
Tuesday Mornings: Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over breakfast at
Foy’s Grill. Again, all are welcome! (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., before heading out to
their various volunteer and other commitments.)
Thursday afternoons: In our class on The History of Christian Theology, we are following the
DVD series by award-winning Professor Phillip Cary on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Lounge.
In June, we will complete this course, and we will take a summer break starting in July. For
more information, please see Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley Schlafman. Here is the remaining
schedule:
Date
6/06
6/13
6/20
6/27

Topic
Catholic Theologies of Grace
Catholic Mystical Theology
From Vatican I to Vatican II
Vatican II and Ecumenical Prospects
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Happy Retirement, Shelia!
Our super secretary Shelia Yux has elected to retire after eight years of loving
service to First Presbyterian Church. Her last day in the office will be June 28.
She will be missed but has promised to keep in touch. Our best wishes go out
to Shelia for good health and joyful times with her family.
Shelia’s retirement will leave an obvious void in the services we provide, and your Session is
working to continue to meet the needs of our congregation and community. While we are
assessing what our long-term solution should be, we have volunteers performing Shelia’s duties for the months of July and August. After this trial period we will determine if continuing
with volunteers is an option, or we need to search for and hire an outside candidate. The
members who have generously volunteered their time are:
Tuesdays: Bill McMillan
Wednesdays: Maryann Schneider
Thursdays: Julie Brown
Fridays: Diane Sondergelt
Substitutes: Joyce Burnette, Troy Oliver
Barb Bush is another generous volunteer who has
agreed to continue her support role in the office.
In addition to the staff changes, we are trying new office hours in
July and August, 10 am to 2 pm, Tuesday through Friday.
Please let me know if you would like to be added to the volunteer list and please feel free to
share your thoughts and concerns with me.
Sincerely,
Troy Oliver

Shelia’s plans for retirement (after June 28)

Trips to the beach

Gardening

Reading

Bird-watching from deck
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Time with pets

Crafting
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RUMMAGE SALE
When?
Where?
Why?
What?

Who?

How?

June 6, 7, & 8 (Thurs—Sat)
First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall
Raise money for capital improvements
Clear your house of unneeded “stuff”
Bestselling items include the following: tools, books & videos,
household & decorative items, framed pictures & art, clocks,
watches & pocket knives, toys, purses, baby & children’s
clothing, costume jewelry & antiques, collectibles, furniture &
lamps, games & puzzles, garden items, sports items,
arts & craft supplies, quirky & fun stuff, linens & placemats.
YOU! You to bring stuff to sell—You to work at pricing articles,
setting up tables and merchandise and working on sale days
(the sign-up sheet is in the upper narthex)— You to tell your
friends and neighbors--maybe even You to be a customer!
Please put your donated items on the designated table in the
lower narthex anytime or call Troy Oliver, 408-1234,
to have your items picked up.

CALLING ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH!
We will be enjoying a time of fellowship at our Summer Luncheon. The date is
June 5th, the time is 11:30. We are going to Teaberries in Springfield, ordering
from the menu. In addition to welcoming summer, we will be saying farewell to
Shelia Yux as she prepares to enter retirement the end of June.
For those interested, we will be carpooling from the church parking lot departing at 11:00 am sharp! Please plan to join us. There is a sign-up sheet in
the upper narthex as you enter the Lounge. Feel free to invite family and/or
friends! Everyone is welcome.
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Thank You, Schwebel’s Bakery Outlet

Happy Birthday!
Jun

2
6
7
13

15
17
26
Jul

1
10
11
14
20
22
27
31

Jack Smith
Erik Sondergelt
Keith Burnette
Dick Winters
Jane Arnold
Katie Hughes
Ellen Strawn
Betsy Priaulx
Ray Wylam
Corkie Winters
Sara Jane Lowe
Lily Yeh
Art Myers
Edward Lŏw
Shelda Cox
Margaret Beaver
Dorothy Anderson
Marlene Acus
Jeff Firestone
Maryann Schneider

Thank you to Schwebel’s Bakery Outlet on
Brandt Pike and their very helpful staff for their
support of our mission with St. Vincent. They
have been giving us deep pocket discounts on
the 500 hotdog buns that we need several
times a year for our meal at St. Vincent’s. The
staff evens loads them in our car for us. This
savings has enabled us to purchase more of the
other items that we need for St. Vincent.
Thank you, Schwebel’s!

Mission Notes:
One of our mission efforts is to provide
meeting space for various community
groups. Several Alcoholics Anonymous groups
meet here, including the "Pass-It-On" group
that meets in a classroom on Wednesday
nights. Recently I received this note from
them:
"We just want you to know how much we
appreciate your allowing us to use your
classroom on Wednesday nights for our little
weekly AA meeting. We recently lost one of
our younger Fairborn members who traveled
by foot to our meeting each week, and toward the end of his life he used a walker to
get to the meeting. Someone always then
gave him a ride home. He liked our meeting
because it was small and he could walk to
the meeting. That kind of thing makes it all
worthwhile. He died sober."

Congratulations to Andrew Raschid
and Emil Damanahan!
They will be married in a civil
ceremony in Manila, Philippines,
on June 12, 2019. Andrew and Emil
will have a “commuter marriage”

First Presbyterian makes a big difference to
people in need in our community!
Pastor Karen

for several years until he retires.
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This photo is of the charter presentation to Karen on Scout Sunday.

(Photo submitted by Richard Winters)

"Another nice evening spent with our
dinner group at The Coldwater Cafe
in Tipp City."

Tom Kelsey’s birthday celebration with Pat and
friends at El Riacho Mexican Restaurant.

(photo Submitted by Richard Winters)

(photo submitted by Jan Smith)
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June 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

4
7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:15 am
Worship with
communion

9
8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

10
1:00 pm
St Vincent Cooks

10:15 am
Worship
Cook Baptism

5:30 pm
St Vincent Servers

16

17

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

11

5
11:30 am
Hope Circle–
Teaberries
Luncheon

6

8

14

15

21

22

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

Rummage sale
Set-up

3 day Rummage Sale

12

13

7:00 am Bible
10:00 am
Study at Foy’s Grill Operations meeting
(BR)

7

(9am—4 pm)

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)
2:15 pm
CLS Mtg.
(BR)

18

19

20

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:00 am
Session (BR)

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

25

26

27

28

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:00 Cook
11:30 Serve
lunch at Senior
Center

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

Shelia’s last day in
office.
(Retirement!!!!!!)

10:15 am
Worship

23
8:45 am Adult
Bible Study
10:15 am
Worship

24

30
8:45 am Adult
Bible Study
10:15 am
Worship
Retirement get
together.
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We had a Welcome luncheon
for the expected baby of
Maddie and Andy Cook.
Men and women of the church
were invited to share in the
excitement and the food.

(photos submitted by Erik Sonderfgelt)
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Pastor: Reverend Karen Cassedy
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Church Secretary: Shelia Yux

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items may be
brought in any Sunday and placed in the barrel in
the narthex.

Articles for the July 2019 Lifeline need to be
in the office by June 21.
There will be a limited number of

Suggested donations are:

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex

Canned Soups

at the Welcome/ Visitors table if you

Canned Vegetables

want to pick one up.

Canned Fruit

_______________

Canned Juices
Canned Meats

Please let the office know

(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)

of any meetings that you have

Boxed Items

scheduled in the church building

(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)
Baby Items

so that we can maintain an

(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)

accurate calendar and

Personal Hygiene Items

answer questions as folks call.

(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)
Thank you for your generous donations!
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