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June 2020

Worship services in the sanctuary are scheduled to resume June 21st at 10:15.
Please click here to check the church website
for the latest information on the church Restart Plan.
Please click here to see the church calendar.
Dear Friends,
We anticipate worshipping together, in person, on Sunday, June 21. If that date holds, we will have missed
being in the sanctuary together for 13 Sundays; the last Sunday we worshipped together was March 15.
That does not mean, however, that the church has been closed since March 15. Even though church members and staff were not permitted in the building for a period of time, and are now being admitted on a limited basis, I try to resist saying the church was “closed.” I prefer not to say the church is closed because we
have never stopped being open.
Especially during the season of Pentecost, I acknowledge that First Presbyterian Church remains open to the
power of the Holy Spirit. We are open to using technology to communicate liturgy, music, and preaching so
that we can share a worship experience together at home.
Our hearts have always been open to the compassion and care for one another. We have remained open to
praying for one another. We have continued to support our local mission partners like St. Vincent’s with
contributions when we were unable to be present physically. Our hearts are open to checking on friends and
neighbors who may need a helping hand or a word of encouragement. Our hands are open to labors of love
like preparing food or making face masks.
Our minds remain open to the Word of God and finding ways to study and reflect while we are unable to be
together in the church building. While these solutions take longer to develop in groups, we have always
been open to listening for God’s word to us.
Since March 16, I have been able to visit with parishioners on the phone, correspond by email, and have had
some opportunities to visit in person with some of you. Through this, I have learned that you never stopped
being open to God’s call to be the church through every situation.
The Session is committed to a phased-in plan to return to worshipping together in the sanctuary. Our decisions are based on one of the Great Ends of the Church as stated in the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (PCUSA) – to provide for the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God. We will
provide specific information about social-distancing and other safety precautions prior to worship on June
21. And we are aware that our plans remain subject to state and local orders and directives.
After we resume worshipping together in the sanctuary, we will continue to provide worship resources online. This will keep us connected to those who are unable to attend and will expand our outreach to new
friends as well. Please feel free to forward or share the Worship at Home email you receive on Sunday with
others, and let them know they can subscribe in the link or you can let me know and I will add them. Please
let me or the church office know if you are not receiving this weekly email on Sunday.
+grace and peace,
Pastor Joe
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Clerk’s
Corner
Session Recap
May 17, 2020
Our May Session meeting was a virtual meeting
using Zoom Video Conferencing.
Pastor Joe called the meeting to order with an
opening prayer. He led our Spiritual Leadership
Development with two question related to today’s sermon referencing “New Mars Hill.” How
are we meeting our needs under the Pandemic
limitations? What have you observed?
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The
roll of total members is 109.

Committee Reports:
CLS: No action items. Senior Center lunches are discontinued due to Covid-19 situation. All classes are canceled
at this time. No Meet & Eat programs will be scheduled
until it is safe.
Operations: No action items. Property committee did
not meet. Pastor Joe advised he changed the signage to
remove the May opening date.
Personnel: Troy thanked everyone for the continued
support during this time. Denise is on vacation May 1831. Pastor Joe is on vacation in early June. Michael
Seewer resigned from the committee due to other commitments.

Covid-19 Task Force: Depending on Ohio guidelines, the
committee hopes that we can worship together on June
Troy reviewed the Financial Report prepared by
21. There will be no fellowship gathering before or after
Carolyn McMillan. YTD Income $81,859.76; Expenses $69,658.42; Net $12,201.34. This positive church service. Instrumental music will be used, i.e. no
net was based on several factors such as reduced singing. There will be social distancing (maintain 6 feet
expenses due to using a stated supply pastor, and apart), no hand shaking or hugging, and wearing of
with the building closed, property expenses were masks is encouraged. High risk individuals are encourless. A large one-time donation was also a factor. aged not to come to church. The safety and health of
our members is our priority.
Session approved:
Presbytery Report: Ken Gadd attended the May 12 Pres Approved the April 2020 minutes.
bytery meeting via Zoom Video conferencing.
 Approved Board of Deacon minutes from the
Session reviewed the May Calendar. With church closed,
March 2020 meeting conducted by email.
there are no committee meetings, no classes, and no
 Approved Congregational Life and Service
events.
minutes from the May 2020 meeting conducted by email.




Adult Christian
Education News

Approved the COVID-19 Plan for reopening
the church in phases. Based on the plan, the
church status is Phase II. Thank you to Pastor
Joe, Julie Brown, and others who contributed
to the creation of this document. The situation will be monitored by the COVID-19 task
force.

We continue to work on a Restart Plan that will follow
state guidelines and allow us to slowly return to “normal
operations”. Please understand that keeping everyone
safe and healthy is one of our highest priorities. For that
reason, we are not yet able to announce when the SunApproved Sunday, June 21, 2020 as our next
day morning or the Thursday afternoon classes may
regular meeting date. June 21 is tentatively
safely resume meeting. Please watch your Midweek
our first Sunday back since the shut-down.
Session will meet in the Board room if we can Update for future announcements. In the meantime,
maintain social distancing. If we are unable to feel free to contact Shirley or Denise with quesmeet in person that day, the session meeting tions. Thanks for your patience and understanding.
will be held via Zoom.
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
Happy June! Summer officially arrives with the fun of cookouts, picnics, swimming pools, and walks in the
park. This year is different, for sure, but the beauty and wonders of nature are still there offering us hope
and waiting for us to enjoy them!
My wife and I were taking our walk one pretty day, when we saw Art and Judy Myers planting flowers at the
entrance to the church. I know they do this every year in memory of their parents and we always enjoy
them. This year, as you all hopefully reenter the church for the first time in months, please take a moment to
appreciate the beauty of the flowers and the love with which they were placed there.
The church office has been full of activity this last month. The volunteer office staff and Pastor Joe have been
in several days a week preparing for your arrival. A BIG THANK YOU to John Errett, who has been in cleaning
and sanitizing to make sure the sanctuary and the rest of the church are in tip top shape – and doing so out of
the kindness of his heart – refusing to accept pay. We are all truly blessed!
The Christian Education Wing is also a flurry of activity. The Enon Montessori School is preparing for their fall
classes – painting, cleaning, updating sinks and faucets. We are so looking forward to seeing those young,
smiling faces in our church building.
We have heard talk of small groups gathering at the Oliver’s house to meet Pastor Joe. We understand they all had a wonderful time getting to know Joe and also connecting with their friends
they haven’t seen in a while. What a glorious day it will be when we can all be together again,
worshiping, breaking bread together, and enjoying one another’s loving spirits. Brighter days are
ahead and we are READY!!
~Ecclesial Mouse

Small groups meet
Pastor Joe
while social distancing and
enjoying the sunshine in the
Oliver’s backyard
May 7th
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Andrew Lowe, grandson of Frank and Sara Jane
Lowe, recently received a Bachelor of Science in Civil
Engineering from the University of South Florida via a
commencement ceremony streamed online, as well
as recognition from the USF Honors College. He was
then commissioned as a second lieutenant in the
USAF in ceremonies conducted remotely from his
apartment in Tampa, and broadcast over Zoom to
family and friends! The new Lieutenant Lowe, following in his grandfather’s, father’s and also his
mother’s military footsteps, is assigned to the Air
Force Institute of Technology at WPAFB where he
will pursue a Masters degree in Civil Engineering
Management beginning this fall.

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
On behalf of everyone at We Care
Arts, thank you for your donation.
Your contribution will help us to
continue to turn disabilities into possibilities though
art. Each day in our studio and throughout the community, the staff at We Care Arts brings together
people at all levels of physical and cognitive ability to
create. As they learn how to paint, work with clay or
sketch, they connect with others, build confidence in
themselves and realize that they are capable of far
more than they ever imagined.
As our participants experience transformation into a
world of possibilities, know that you have contributed to the love that aides their success as artists and
as individuals in our community! Again, thank you
for your donation and remember you are invited to
visit us anytime, grab a paintbrush and get creative!

Carla A. Thomas, daughter of Beth and Tommy
Thomas, received a masters degree in International
Studies from Troy State College. She is retiring from
the United States Army after 26 years of service and
soon will be working in the Public Affairs Office for
the VA in St. Petersburg, FL .

Heather Haynes, granddaughter of John and Emily
Haynes, graduated from Vanderbilt University with
honors majoring in neuroscience and political science. She will continue her education by attending
law school at the University of Texas.

Thank you for your continued support!
Sincerely,
Darlene Langhout
Executive Director

Thank you Art and Judy Myers for the beautiful flowers!
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Happy Birthday!
Jun

2
6
7
13

Jul

15
17
26
1

Jack Smith
Erik Sondergelt
Keith Burnette
Dick Winters
Katie Hughes
Ellen Strawn
Betsy Priaulx
Ray Wylam
Corkie Winters
Sara Jane Lowe
Lily Yeh

SCHOOL PANTRY SHOPPING GUIDE (JANUARY 2020)
Kind and generous friends, again this school year there
is a need at Fairborn Schools for food and other items
for students in transitory housing. When you go shopping for yourself and your own family, think of these
students and their families
1. FOOD (nonperishable/microwavable) such as:
Breakfast bars
Pop tarts
Cereal cups or single-serving packaging
Canned soup
Cookies
Crackers
Chips
Cracker sandwiches (peanut butter or cheese)
Fruit cups
Fruit or vegetable juice
Mac & cheese cups
Peanut butter
Jams, jellies
Pudding cups
Pasta cups w/sauce & meat (e.g. Chef Boyardee)
Single serve meals (e.g. Hormel “Compleat”)
Snack bars (e.g. Granola, Trail Mix)
Tuna or chicken packets
2. Body wash, laundry & dishwashing detergents, toilet paper, paper towels, lip balm (e.g. Chapstick),
shampoo, hair conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes.

Art Myers and Mitch Oliver tried to hide but
were caught trimming bushes and doing lots of
yardwork to make the church beautiful! Thank
you so much for all the hard work!!

Please leave your donation in one of the designate
containers in the lower narthex. If you want to document your donation, complete a “blue sheet” with
attached receipts for the Financial Secretary. Forms
and assistance are available in the church office)
THANK YOU!
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June 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Closed

1:00 pm Cook
at St. Vincent’s 6:00
pm Serve at
St. Vincent’s
(tentative)

14

15

19

20

CLS Meeting
via email

16

17

18

Closed

First Day of
Summer

Flag Day

21

22

23

29

30

24

10:15 am
Worship
(service only)
11:30 Session
meeting
Father’s
Day

28
10:15 am
Worship
(service only)

6

25

26

27
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-3954
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
Email Address: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Phone: 937-878-3954

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Bill McMillan,
Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt
Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items
may be brought in any Sunday and placed in
the barrel in the narthex.
Suggested donations are:
Canned Soups
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Juices
Canned Meats
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)
Baby Items
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)
Personal Hygiene Items
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

Articles for the July Lifeline need to be in
the office by June 26.
There will be a limited number of
copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex
at the Welcome/Visitors table if you
want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know
of any meetings that you have
scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an
accurate calendar and
answer questions as folks call.

Thank you for your generous donations!
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