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Emerging at last
Whether you read about them, hear about them on TV or radio, or actually hear them outside, you know 2021 is the year for the emergence of the 17-year periodical cicada. According to the Scientific American, this generation of cicadas, known as Brood X burrowed in the
dirt as nymphs in 2004 – when Facebook existed only at Harvard University and Friends aired
its last episode. Now they emerge from the ground to become adults. The males produce the
sound you hear to attract mates before they die in a few weeks while their offspring burrow
into the ground for another 17 years.
We humans are emerging, too - emerging from a year’s exile from public life to manage the
spread of the coronavirus. The human emergence is also making news. We are eager to reclaim the places where we used to gather, to free our faces from wearing masks all the time,
and to associate more closely with one another.
Cicadas emerge to live the same cycle generation after generation to perpetuate the species.
My prayer is that we will emerge into a world where the landscape looks familiar, but that,
with our imagination and capacity for learning and design we will not merely perpetuate but
thrive in a more abundant life.
Preaching after Pentecost in an emerging world
The scripture readings for the Day of Pentecost include Peter’s sermon in Jerusalem in Acts 2.
The challenge in that day’s sermon was to remember the ways in which those were not normal times for the first followers of Jesus. The disciples did not look back, pining for the “good
old days” when they walked around Galilee with Jesus. Instead, they set out on His commission to take the gospel into all the world. Although they were not walking beside Jesus like
they used to do, they were spiritually set afire by the gift of the Holy Spirit to find bold, new
ways to be His followers.
Pentecost was the beginning of a sermon series that I hope will get us thinking and doing
church while we open ourselves to the urgings of the Holy Spirit to life and ministry in the
church with faith, insight, and imagination. We have not come this far simply to come this far.
Over the coming weeks, except when I am on vacation June 13 and 20, we will look together
at the formation of what the Greek New Testament calls the ἐκκλησία/ekklesia, or assembly,
that we call “church.” It will be useful for us to keep in mind that when we read of the Apostles starting churches on their journeys and missions, they did not erect a single building.
They built up disciples who “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42)
So may it be with us,
+ Pastor Joe
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Clerk’s
Corner

Personnel: No Report.

Presbytery Report: Ken Gadd, Elder Commissioner to
the May Presbytery meeting, provided a report. PasSession Recap
tor Joe and Kathleen also attended this meeting. The
May 15, 2021
meeting was held via Zoom. Alice McCollum, outThe May meeting was held in person following the
going Moderator, stated she never conducted an incombined officer training in the Fellowship Hall. Pas- person meeting during her tenure. She was installed
tor Joe opened our meeting with prayer.
as the new chair of the Leadership Council. The RevThe Clerk reported a quorum was present. The mem- erend Ben Beres, Pastor at Huntsville Presbyterian
bership total as of 04/18/21 was 105. Betsy Priaulx
Church, was installed as the new Presbytery Moderadied on May 9, 2021 reducing our total membership tor. The Reverend Sarah Sparks-Franklin, Pastor at
to 104.
Springboro Covenant Presbyterian Church, was inSession approved:
stalled as Vice-Moderator. Several individuals were
 the April 18, 2021 regular meeting minutes.
elected to serve on various committees.
 receipt of the April 2021 Financial Report prepared by Carolyn McMillan:
COVID-19 Discussion: A lengthy discussion regarding
YTD income $75,369.09; expenses $62,356.30;
the new CDC and State guidelines was held. Session
Net $13,012.79.
wanted to be extremely cautious in implementing
 receipt of the March 18, 2021 Deacon Board
some of the new changes especially since there were
minutes.
some discrepancies. The final decision was to follow
 following the Ohio mandates regarding COVID-19. Ohio guidelines.
 moving the June Session meeting to June 27.
Committee Reports:
Pastor Joe will make an announcement from the pulCLS: No formal meeting. Our first Meet-N-Eat is
pit on Sunday and include our new guidelines in the
scheduled for May 30 following worship. Invite
weekly update.
friends and family. This will be held outside (weather
permitting). Wrapped sandwiches from Subway will
The monthly Q & A may resume at a future date
be provided. Games such as cornhole are planned.
Operations: No formal meeting. Julie provided status when we are able to gather in the lounge safely. This
activity was originally discontinued when there was a
update on various projects. Bell tower equipment
installed with the assistance from several Greene Vo- lack of input and response from members present.
cational students and their teacher. Julie will talk to
Kathleen Seewer
Jeff and Norm to determine available music that can
2021 Clerk of Session
be used and decide when the music will be played.
Congratulations Montessori Kindergarten Graduates!
Excited graduates toss their caps in the air to celebrate. Family and friends then joined them in the Lounge
for cookies and punch. Thank you to Janet Stevens, Colleen Gooray, Julie Brown, Maryann Schneider, Lily
Yeh and others who left cookies in the office. The cookies were most appreciated! Thank you also to Lily
Yeh and Maryann Schneider for serving as hostesses. The families couldn’t stop saying “THANK YOU!”.
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
It’s the month summer begins – warmer weather, cookouts, fun in the sun! The church has been buzzing
with activity this past month preparing for all the fun things we will be enjoying together as a church family.
I hear there will be a blanket party coming in June. The fleece remnants are snatched up by my family and
we make warm and cozy nests for the colder days. There is always a great lunch served also – so watch for
details on when that will happen. The rummage sale preparations are going full steam ahead. Pricing is already being done on the items that have been donated. In addition, Supper Clubs (groups of 8) are starting
back up – everyone seems very excited about that.
The new Cornerstone Class held on Wednesday afternoons is very well attended. They watch a video, while
eating snacks and then Pastor Joe leads a discussion afterwards (usually VERY lively!). My family loves to sit
back, eat the crumbs, and listen to everyone talk and have some great debates and laughs together. We
have learned a lot so far about the New Testament.
There was a Montessori School Graduation in May– and we provided a reception for the families of the graduates. An impromptu lunch was held after one Sunday Service – fried chicken, macaroni salad,
lumberjack beans, fruit salad and dessert was enjoyed by everyone – served up by the Deacon’s
Caring Committee. Our first Meet-N-Eat was held on Church grounds – lunch was served and
games were played. Everyone seemed to have a GREAT time!
It’s a beautiful time of year here at First Presbyterian – and my family and I hope you all are able to
enjoy it. Remember to thank God for the beauty of the season and the chance to be with our
church family and friends. ~Ecclesial Mouse
Congratulations 2020-2021 Graduates
Congratulations to all the graduates of the 2020-2021 academic year!
We wish you all the best with your plans for the future!
Christy Brewer - Christy received her Bachelor of Science degree in Biological Sciences from Wright State
University in December 2020. She is pursuing a career as a biological technician in a medical or research lab.
Melina Kae Lôw - The granddaughter of Marilyn and Ed Lôw and daughter of Kevin and Cassie Lôw is graduating from Sinclair College. She continues her education this fall at the Columbus College of Art and Design.
Elise Marguerite Marek - The granddaughter of Harriet and the late Elwood Ensor is graduating from Centerville High School. In the fall, she will be attending the University of Utah in Salt Lake City, Utah with a major in Environmental Sciences and Sustainability.
William Riley McMillan - The grandson of Bill and Carolyn McMillan and son of John and Trish McMillan is
graduating from St. Xavier High School in Cincinnati, OH. He will follow a long McMillan family tradition of
attending Miami University in Oxford, OH. He will be the tenth member of the McMillan family to do so.
Grey Myers - The grandson of Art and Judy Myers and son of Mark and Susan Myers is graduating from
Beavercreek High School. He will continue his education at the University of Cincinnati majoring in business.
Ryan Workman - The grandson of Marilyn and Ed Lôw and son of Tim and Kim Workman is graduating
from Wisconsin University-Whitewater in Whitewater, WI. He will begin a masters degree program in Geology this fall at The Ohio State University in Columbus.
Blanket Party and Pizza - Mon June 21, 10:00 am
Wednesday Cornerstone Class meets Wednesdays at Please come and help us make fleece blankets for
2:00 pm in the Lounge. No class on June 9 or 16 due our Transitional Living mission with Fairborn Schools.
to scheduled vacations. The class consists of a variety If you use scissors, can tie a knot, and enjoy
fellowship, we’d love to have you join us in
of formats including book study,
the Fellowship Hall. If you can, please bring
DVD series, and/or Bible text. All
are welcome. Snacks are served.
a pair of scissors. We will order pizza for
Come join us!
our lunch. Invite your friends to join the fun!

Adult Christian Education News
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Music from the Bell Tower
The Meet-N-Eat on May 30th started off with a wonderful surprise of beautiful music coming from our bell tower. It was breathtaking to hear the
bells again! Thank you to the anonymous donor who paid for the materials
needed to repair the bells. A huge thank you also to Norm Willoughby, his
nephew, and students and their teacher from the Greene County Vocational School for providing the labor required. And, as always, thank you to Jeff
Firestone for sharing his awesome musical talents and making the
bells sing! We look forward to hearing more music from the bells!

Thank you to Art and Judy Myers for planting the beautiful geraniums near
the entrance to our church. What a welcoming sight!

Dear Friends,
I want to thank you for the lovely flowers I received
on my birthday. Linda Hartsock donated the flowers
and Cindy Bowen and Dixie Jenkins delivered them
to me. It was so thoughtful of you to think of me.
In Christian Love,
Margaret Carlson

News and Photos Needed
If you have news or information that you would like
to share with our church family, we’d love to hear
from you. Please send your information to the
church office. Photos are always welcomed.

We are planning a rummage sale with the Montessori school July 29 -31. Please contact Troy Oliver for
information about donating items or helping with
the sale.
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Meet-N-Eat May 30th
Enjoying fun, food, and fellowship together once again!

Thank you Montessori students for supporting our mission with the Fairborn Schools. This was an educational as well as a community service project for the four oldest Montessori students. They were each given
fifty dollars to purchase items for our school pantry. They looked through store ads, chose items on our list,
and then made a trip to Meijers to purchase the items. They were especially happy to know that they are
helping other school children just like themselves. A great job and greatly appreciated!!
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Happy Birthday!
Jun 2

Jack Smith

6

Erik Sondergelt

7

Keith Burnette

How cool is it that the same God
who created the mountains,
oceans, and galaxies, looked at
you and thought the world needed
one of you too?

Dick Winters
13

Katie Hughes
Ellen Strawn

17

Ray Wylam

26

Corkie Winters

SCHOOL PANTRY
A new shopping list is provided for your use. If you
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery,
2021 Church Directories are Ready
The 2021 church directories are now available. We just let me know. I’ll be happy to help.
Linda Hartsock
are asking that we limit the directories to one per
School Pantry Coordinator
household. If you have not received yours, please
937-429-1828
contact the church office.
l_hartsock@yahoo.com
______________________________________
Thank you to First Presbyterian for your donation
Pasta Noodles
of $562 to Fairborn FISH Food Pantry during the
Pasta Sauce
month of April. Your donation is greatly appreciat- Ravioli (Can or individual)
Soup
ed. Your continued support helps
Rice and Noodle Mixes
feed the hungry in Fairborn.
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)
Tuna and Chicken cans
CHANCEL FLOWERS
Vegetable Oil
If you would like to donate flowers for our Sunday
Cereal
worship service, please contact the office either by Oatmeal
phone or email with the date of the SunPancake Mix (add water only)
day for your donation, as well as the purPancake Syrup
pose (memory, honor, etc.). Pastor Joe
Nuts
Pudding
will announce who donated the flowers
Fruit Cups
and the purpose. The cost for flowers
Peanut Butter
remains at $25 each Sunday.
Jelly
Crackers
Memorial Gifts
Canned Vegetables
Diane & Erik Sondergelt and Nancy Welch sent gifts Juice
in memory of Joyce Wofford.
Poptarts
Betsy Priaulx was remembered by David
Snacks
Shampoo / Conditioner
& Deborah Butts of Ft Myers, FL.
Body Wash
Gifts were sent from Marilyn & Ed Low
Paper Towels
remembering both Betsy Priaulx and Earl
Toilet Paper
Sharp.
Feminine Hygiene items
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June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

No
Cornerstone
Class

2:00 pm
CLS Meeting—
Board Room

16

17

18

19

24

25

26

2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge

6

7

8

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

13

14

15

10:15 am
Worship

1:00 pm
Cook at St.
Vincent

20

21

10:15 am

10:00 am

2:00 pm

Worship

Blanket Party Fellowship Hall

Cornerstone

No
Cornerstone
Class

22

23

Class —Lounge

Father’s Day

27

28

10:15 am

July Lifeline
articles due to
church office

Worship
11:30 am

29

30
2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge

Session Mtg
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-3954
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
email: pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
email: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Phone: 937-878-3954

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers,
Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt
Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items
may be brought in whenever the church office
is open and placed in the barrel in the narthex.
Suggested donations are:
Canned Soups
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Juices
Canned Meats
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)
Baby Items
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)
Personal Hygiene Items
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

Articles for the July Lifeline need to be in
the office by June 28.
There will be a limited number of
copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex
at the Welcome/Visitors table if you
want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know
of any meetings that you have
scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an
accurate calendar and
answer questions as folks call.

Thank you for your generous donations!
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