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March 2019

Pastor’s Prayers

Why are you part of a church? (Probably this congregation, if you’re receiving this newsletter,
but you may have ties elsewhere.)


Do you come primarily for the worship of God? Perhaps you are inspired by the organ
music or find comfort in lifting up joys and concerns. Perhaps it is the long-familiar liturgy
- the Gloria, the Doxology, the Lord’s Prayer. You find that the church is where you are
most likely to get in touch with God.



Are you part of a church because of the community? Perhaps you come to catch up with
friends, to offer and receive support in times of need.



Perhaps you are part of a church because of the history. It’s where you grew up, or where
your kids were married. It’s what you know and what you value.



Perhaps you are part of a church because it offers you a chance to be of service to the
community, to participate in mission in ways you can’t do on your own.

All these are good reasons. I also think it’s good to remind ourselves of some theological reasons why the Church exists (I use capital letters when I refer to the Church Universal, and
small letters when I refer to the local congregation). First and foremost, the Church is the
body of Christ. Our denomination reminds us that:
“The Church [and the church] is to be a community of faith, entrusting itself to God
alone, even at the risk of losing its life.
… a community of hope, rejoicing in the sure and certain knowledge that, in Christ, God
is making a new creation.
(Continued on Page 2)
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… a community of love, where sin is forgiven, reconciliation is accomplished, and the
dividing walls of hostility are torn down.
… a community of witness, pointing beyond itself through word and work to the good
news of God’s transforming grace in Christ Jesus its Lord.”1
Worship, fellowship, mission, and even tradition are all vital components of being church.
And in all things, the Church is to exhibit faith, hope, love, and witness to itself and to the
world. In other words, the Church is God’s instrument for the salvation of humankind. We
are not to be limited by an inward focus. Instead, everything we do within our walls is to
equip ourselves to show the world God’s way, as we discern it, so that everyone might come
to love God and know themselves loved by God.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Karen
** Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to yourself. We praise
and bless you for those whom you have sent in the power of the Spirit to preach the gospel to
all nations. We thank you that in all parts of the earth a community of love has been gathered
together by their prayers and labors, and that in every place your servants call upon your
name. for the kingdom and the power and the glory are yours forever. Amen.
___________________________
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From the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA), F.1.0301.

COSI—MARCH 27
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR COSI
Please check your calendars and pencil in Wednesday, March 27, a day at Fairborn Primary
School to spend with our third grade class to learn about "Simply Chemistry."
It's a wonderful day of teaching and learning for us all. Lunch will be provided by the school
(usually pizza and salad), and our COSI leader will instruct each of us about our assigned
teaching station.
Please sign up on the board at church or call Marlene Acus (767-5026) to volunteer. Thank
you for supporting this mission project with your monetary and time contributions.
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CLERK’S CORNER
Session Recap
February 20, 2019
Karen welcomed and introduced our Committee on Ministry (COM)
visitors from Presbytery. The Rev. Linda
Niece, our COM liaison, and Mike Buker,
Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE), were visiting to conduct a Triennial visit. Karen
asked the session members to introduce
themselves and then led our opening devotions with a responsive reading based on
2 Corinthians 4:5-6. She also read a bible
passage from Job 38:4,12-13. Prayers for
Joys and Concerns were shared followed
with prayer to begin the meeting.
Session approvals:
The January 16, 2019 meeting minutes,
noting one correction. The chart of elder
responsibilities as corrected to read:
Marlene Acus
Nominating
Bill McMillan
John Haynes
Ken Gadd
Art Myers
Troy Oliver
Diane
Sondergelt
Elaine Brown
Jan Smith

Operations (chair),
Property
Administration,
Stewardship
Mission
Property
Personnel (chair),
Treasurer
Congregational Life &
Service (chair),
Fellowship
Worship
Christian Education

Triennial Visit Overview
Once every three years, the Committee on
Ministry, through its assigned liaison, visits

with the session and pastor of each church to
discuss the ministry of the congregation, as
well as find out how the presbytery might
better equip the congregation in its Christian
service and mission.
In general, this triennial visit has several purposes:
> affirm and support the good ministry
being accomplished in the name of Christ at
Fairborn First Presbyterian.
> connect the session with the
resources of the Presbytery, the Synod, and
the General Assembly.
> celebrate the ministry of our
congregation.
> understand the role of the COM at significant points of the church’s life.
> encourage strategic planning for future
ministry.
> issue an invitation to participate more
fully in the life and ministry of the Presbytery.
There are three parts to a triennial visit: The
COM representatives meet with the pastor
only, then with the session only, and then with
the pastor and session.
Session members had a very open discussion,
voicing accomplishments and joys, as well as
challenges and concerns for the future.
Several ideas and suggestions were offered
which will require additional research. Our liaison provided several names as possible resources.
No specific plans were formalized.
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Adult Christian Education News

Sunday Mornings: We are currently studying Exodus. We look at a variety of
translations each week, and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for our lives
today. All are welcome! (This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.)
Tuesday Mornings: Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over
breakfast at Foy’s Grill. Again, all are welcome! (This group meets at 7:00 a.m.,
before heading out to their various volunteer and other commitments.)
Thursday afternoons: In our class on The History of Christian Theology, we are following the DVD series by award-winning Professor Phillip Cary on Thursdays at
1:00 p.m. in the Lounge. Our discussions of this fascinating material have been
very interesting! For more information, please see Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley
Schlafman. Here is the upcoming schedule:
Date
Topic
Leader
3/07
Protestants on Predestination
Denise
3/14
Protestant Disagreements
Shirley
3/21
Anabaptists and the Radical Reformation
Denise
3/28
Anglicans and Puritans
Denise
4/04
Baptists and Quakers
Shirley

BLANKET-MAKING PARTY – MARCH 21
Please join us on Thursday, March 21, at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall to make fleece
blankets for our Transitional Living mission. No sewing skills are required. If you can use
scissors and tie a knot, you can help! If you have a good pair of scissors, please bring them
with you. Lunch will be provided. Please see Diane Sondergelt, Julie Brown, or Linda
Hartsock, if you have any questions.
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Dear Church Friends,

Happy Birthday!
Mar 13
17
19
20
25
26
28
30

Norm Willoughby
Joyce Burnette
Bob Lawler
Kay Smith
Tommy Thomas
Linda Hartsock
Christy Riselay
Paul Schneider

“The years are like rose-petals
Placed in a jar. The greater
their number the sweeter they
are.”
Ruth Baughman, a church
friend to ‘all ’ sent this
message to my mother.
And my birthday was made

Apr

3
4
10
11
12
17
21
24
28

Bette Malavich
Jan Smith
Erin Grace McMillan
Tricia McMillan
Bob McMillan
Darrel Leister
M. Delores Calhoun
Emily Haynes
Frank Lowe
Terry Riselay

sweeter with your calls, cards,
visits and the flowers brought
by Emily Haynes, my deacon,
given by Bette Malavich.
Thanks and God Bless~
Evelyn Fueger
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Sun

3

March 2019

Mon

4

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

Tue

Thu

5

6

7

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

1:00 pm
Hope Circle–
Lounge

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion
11:15 am
Meet -N-Eat

Fri

Sat

1

2

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

10:00—Setup for
Meet -N-Eat

8

9

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

Ash Wednesday
at College Hill
6 pm—Meal
7 pm -Worship

10

11

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

5:30 pm
St Vincent Servers

10:15 am
Worship

12

13

7:00 am Bible
10:00 am
Study at Foy’s Grill Operations meeting
(BR)
6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

1:00 am
St Vincent Cooks

17

Wed

18

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

14
1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)
2:15 pm CLS Mtg
(BR)

19

20

21

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:00 am
Session (BR)

10:00 am
Blanket Making –
(Fellowship Hall)

10:15 am
Worship

6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

15

16

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

22

23

Lifeline Deadline
9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

2:30 pm Deacons
Mtg (BR)

24
8:45 am Adult
Bible Study
10:15 am
Worship

25

26
7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

COSI Set-up

27
COSI
10:00 Cook
11:30 Serve
lunch at Senior
Center
6:30 pm
Bell Rehearsal

31
8:45 am Adult
Bible Study
10:15 am
Worship
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28

29

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

30
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Pastor: Reverend Karen Cassedy
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Church Secretary: Shelia Yux

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items may be
brought in any Sunday and placed in the barrel in
the narthex.

Articles for the April 2019 Lifeline need to be
in the office by March 22.
There will be a limited number of

Suggested donations are:

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex

Canned Soups

at the Welcome/ Visitors table if you

Canned Vegetables

want to pick one up.

Canned Fruit

_______________

Canned Juices
Canned Meats

Please let the office know

(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)

of any meetings that you have

Boxed Items

scheduled in the church building

(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)

so that we can maintain an

Baby Items
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)

accurate calendar and

Personal Hygiene Items

answer questions as folks call.

(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)
Thank you for your generous donations!
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