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Online worship only until further notice.
Please contact the church office for access to the online worship option.
Please click here to check the church website. Please click here to see the church calendar.
This is mostly a description of the session’s process regarding decisions about the pandemic. But first, I want
each one of you to know that whatever the session decides, your health is the primary concern. Please know
that your decision whether to attend in-person worship or not will be respected either way.
We will remain closed to in-person worship through Lent. The COVID Task Force will continue to monitor the
situation with respect to vaccinations, the rate of community infections, and the risk of congregational gathering.
In a recent Christianity Today article, Dr. Daniel P. Chin, an epidemiologist and community health physician
describes three factors in a church’s decision to return to in-person worship. These are: the need and desire
of congregants to gather, the rate of COVID infection in the community, and the risk of COVID infection and
complications among the congregation. Without a vaccine, the need and desire to gather was outweighed
by the risk of infection, and the rate of infection. When we reach the period of high vaccination, and approach herd immunity, both the risk and rate of infection should decline, tipping the scale to favor the need
and desire to worship.
Ohio is in the first of a three-phase vaccination plan. Dr. Chin describes the present situation to be in a state
of equilibrium between the three factors during a period of partial vaccination. It follows that, as the numbers of people receiving the vaccine increases, the risk of infection will begin to decrease with a lagging decrease in the rate of infection. During this phase, the need and desire to gather will be more likely to increase than decrease. These shifts begin to tip the balance in favor of the need and desire to gather.
The rate of infection and other data provided by the Ohio Department of Health and the state vaccination
program data give us a picture of the risk of infection. The need and desire to gather is anecdotal, but my
sense is that this remains generally high.
Over our entire experience with the pandemic, providing for the safety of the congregation has been the
primary concern. The congregation may rest assured that any decision to reopen will be made with care,
and with necessary precautions prescribed by the Ohio Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. As has been our practice, we will comply with local, state, and national orders. The
PCUSA, through the presbyteries, leaves local decisions to the local churches and the session of First Presbyterian Church takes that responsibility seriously. We will continue to follow the command of Christ to love
one another, we will care for one another’s health, and respect individual decisions about gathering, relying
on God’s gift of compassion and prayerful for the wisdom to follow God’s will.
+grace and peace
Pastor Joe
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Clerk’s
Corner
Session Recap
February 21, 2021
Using ZOOM Video conferencing, Pastor Joe opened
our meeting with prayer. All members were in
attendance.
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. Membership total as of 02/21/21 was 104. Session received
the November Deacon’s minutes for information.
Session also received the Pastor’s report for information which contained a reminder of his upcoming
study leave March 8 -12.
Session approved:
 the January 2021 meeting minutes with one correction. The table was given, not sold, to the lady
who lost all her possessions in a fire.
 the Finance committee investigating electronic
means for financial donations to the church.
Additional Information:
Troy Oliver provided the January 2021 Financial Report prepared by Carolyn McMillan:
Total income was $ 25,051.07; total expenses were
$11,110.60; the net amount was $13,940.47.

Personnel met with office staff and reassigned the duties originally handled by Barbara Bush.
Session had a lengthy discussion about when we
might resume in-person worship. Several members of
the congregation have expressed a desire to return to
worship in the sanctuary.
Although Greene County COVID-19 cases are starting
to decline, the county is still listed in the Red category. Red means high exposure and spread; limit activities as much as possible.
The committee will continue to monitor the situation.
When Session and Pastor Joe feel it is safe to return
to church, the date for opening will be published.
Based on current guidelines, we would still wear
masks and practice social distancing.
Pastor Joe is working on Officer training materials to
share with Deacons and Elders.
The Montessori school is working with Operations to
expand usage of the building. A formal proposal may
be presented at the March meeting.
Next St. Vincent’s meal preparation is scheduled for
March 8 at 1:00 p.m. Contact Diane Sondergelt if you
have questions.
Kathleen Seewer
2021 Clerk of Session

A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
March is here! We always think of March as a month of hope and renewal. The flowers start popping up
through the thawing ground, the sun shines a little brighter, and we look forward to warmer weather.
February was a cold and snowy month, but the hearts and hands of the Church were warm and friendly. A
group went to St. Vincent to cook, and the School Pantry was restocked and items donated to the Transitional Living Program for the children and families of the Fairborn Schools twice during the month. Pastor
Joe conducted a drive through Ash Wednesday Blessing which was well attended by members and visitors.
Lent is such a special time of year for all of us, and to start us off this way during a time when you are unable
to worship in person was very special! We are hoping he will make this a yearly tradition because we loved
watching and seeing everyone.
Have you noticed the beautiful flowers when you watch Pastor Joe’s Sunday Service? It’s nice to see this
traditional part of our service even though you can only see it on video. My family and I are lucky enough to
see them in person and enjoy the beauty and sentiment behind them. I understand they brighten up the
home of someone every week after the service also.
The family and I love to sneak around the office during the week and see what goodies might have been left
behind by the office staff. We have to be quick about it because John, who keeps the Church clean and tidy,
does such a great job there is nothing left for us once he has been here. I know that probably
makes you all happy, but makes us sad.
One of my favorite Lenten reflections is: If the gift doesn’t come right away, don’t despair. Rather,
feel your very soul in anticipation. As we anticipate the day we can all join for worship, please enjoy this month, stay safe and stay healthy. ~Ecclesial Mouse
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Adult Christian Education News
Wednesday Bible Study meets each Wednesday at 2:00 pm via Zoom. If you are not receiving an email with the link to this meeting, please contact Pastor Joe. The study consists of discussion on the sermon text for the next Sunday.
I would like to thank everyone for the wonderful
love and support that I have received during my recovery after my
shoulder surgery. it was a 4.5 hr.
operation to repair my rotator cuff.
it will be at least a 4-6 month recovery. Thank you so much for being
my church family.
Maryann
Congratulations Mallorie!
She is the newest member of
the Fairborn High School Varsity Girls Softball Team.
Good luck
Mallorie and the
FHS Girls Varsity
Softball Team.
Go Skyhawks!

Pastor Joe shared prayers and blessings
with approximately 15 people in the
church parking lot during the Ash
Wednesday Drive-Through Blessing.
Thank you to the Montessori teachers
for giving Pastor Joe hot chocolate to
help him stay warm.

Easter Lilies
You are invited to share in the decoration of the sanctuary with lilies. The bulletin for the Easter morning
service on April 4 will include names of the donors and the names of those for whom a gift was given. It is
suggested that gifts be at least $12.00 but may be up to any amount you wish. This form and your check
need to be received by Wednesday, March 31st. The check should be made payable to First Presbyterian
Church and marked “Easter Lilies.”
Enclosed is my check for $_____________ for lilies
In memory of_______In honor of_______Celebrating (circle one)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Given by______________________________________________________________________
(Please print names as you wish them to appear in the bulletin.)
I/We

will___will not

take my lily(ies) after worship. (circle one)
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Happy Birthday!
Mar 13

Norm Willoughby

17

Joyce Burnette

19

Bob Lawler

20

Kay Smith

25

Tommy Thomas

26

Linda Hartsock

28

Christy Brewer

30

Paul Schneider

CHANCEL FLOWERS
If you would like to donate flowers for our Sunday
worship service, please contact the office
either by phone or email with the date of
the Sunday for your donation, as well as
the purpose (memory, honor, etc.). Pastor
Joe will announce who donated the flowers and the purpose. The cost for flowers
remains at $25 each Sunday this year.
SCHOOL PANTRY UPDATE!
Thank you congregation! Once again due to your caring
and generosity, our school pantry was well-stocked
when Bristen Wells, Fairborn City Schools Homeless
Education Liaison, picked up needed items on Feb 25.
Currently, we have a good supply of shampoo/
conditioner and body wash. A shopping list for needed
items is provided for your use. If you need help with
shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me
know. I’ll be happy to help.
Linda Hartsock
School Pantry Coordinator
______________________________________
Pasta Noodles
Pasta Sauce
Ravioli (Can or individual)
Soup
Rice and Noodle Mixes
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)
Tuna and Chicken cans
Vegetable Oil
Cereal
Oatmeal
Pancake Mix (add water only)
Pancake Syrup
Nuts
Pudding
Fruit Cups
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Crackers
Canned Vegetables
Juice
Poptarts
Snacks
Shampoo / Conditioner
Body Wash
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
Feminine Hygiene items
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March 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

11

12

13

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study- via
Zoom

7

8

Worship with
Communion

1:00 pm
Cook at St.
Vincent

Online only

9

10

2:00 pm
CLS Meeting
via Zoom

Daylight Savings
begins 2:00 am
March 14

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study- via
Zoom

Worship
Online
Online only

St. Patrick’s
Day

21

22

23

Worship
Online
Online only

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study- via
Zoom

11:30 Session
meeting via
Zoom

28

24

29

30

31

Worship
Online
Online only
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-3954
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: Online only during the pandemic
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
Email Address: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Phone: 937-878-3954

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers,
Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt
Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items
may be brought in whenever the church office
is open and placed in the barrel in the narthex.
Suggested donations are:
Canned Soups
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Juices
Canned Meats
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)
Baby Items
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)
Personal Hygiene Items
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

Articles for the April Lifeline need to be
in the office by March 25.
There will be a limited number of
copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex
at the Welcome/Visitors table if you
want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know
of any meetings that you have
scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an
accurate calendar and
answer questions as folks call.

Thank you for your generous donations!
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