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May 2019

Pastor’s Prayers

Recently, I was asked the question, Did Jesus really exist? I think we can only
know the answer to this by the effect that he had. If you are on a boat and you
see large ripples overtaking you and sweeping across the lake, you can be pretty
sure that something has caused those ripples. And I think that the ripples that are
Christianity are a testimony to Jesus. The stories written about him in the Gospels
are part of the effect Jesus had. The letters written by Paul are part of the effect
Jesus had. The church is part of the effect Jesus had. I think he really did exist.
During the Easter Season until Pentecost (June 9), I will be preaching on how
early Christians testified to the impact of Jesus in their lives, mostly looking at the
book of Acts. I hope that this will encourage you to think about how the ripples
are evident in your life – what kind of effect has Jesus had in your life?
Grace and peace,
Pastor Karen
** Dear God, we praise you for the gift of new life that comes to us in Jesus. May
our hearts be filled with the joy of the resurrection which renews the whole world.
Amen.
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL – OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
April was a busy month here at First Presbyterian! During Lent, there is something going on
almost every day – and I enjoy watching and being a silent part of all the festivities.
The busiest time is Holy Week. There is so much preparation for the Easter Sunday service
and all the days leading up to it. One of my favorites is when our sister church, College Hill
Community Church, comes to visit – this year it was on Maundy Thursday. A great meal of
shepherd’s pie (get the connection??), coleslaw, and challah bread was served, and our
guests brought many delicious desserts. My family and I were so full, we swore (declared!)
we couldn’t eat another bite! We were especially happy that some of Diane Sondergelt’s
homemade challah bread dropped on the floor. Our youngest swooped in and got it before
anyone even realized he had been there!
In the sanctuary after dinner, a beautiful blended service took place, and something we don’t
see too often occurred: the sacrament of communion was administered by intinction – again
with Diane’s homemade bread. The sermon was touching, the music was beautiful, and seeing everyone walk out in silence really made my family stop and think about the
story of the Passion.
Tuesday through Friday, Pastor Karen had a noon service where she read passages from the
Bible, prayed, and we all sat in silence while reflecting on Jesus’ love for us all.
Then something wonderful happened! On Sunday, we were all smiling once again, saying He
is Risen! What a happy time we had hearing the good news! Even the church was transformed – with white paraments and beautiful Easter lilies. This is a wonderful time to be alive
and part of the church family at First Presbyterian. Spring has arrived and with it all the
beautiful flowers, the blossoms on the trees, and wonderful warm, sunny days. Stop and take
a few minutes to enjoy all that has been provided for us in this time of renewal!

~Ecclesial Mouse
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CLERK’S CORNER
Session Recap
April 17, 2019
Karen led our opening devotions with a responsive reading. She also read a bible passage from John 11:15-27. Prayers for Joys and
Concerns were shared followed with a unison
prayer to begin our meeting.
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The
roll of total members increased by two when
Dixie Jenkins and Cindy Bowen joined the
church. Total membership roll is now 111.
Troy Oliver reviewed the 2019 Financial Report prepared by Carolyn McMillan:
Total income for March 2019 was $15,598.71;
total expenses $22,977.14; net $-7,378.43.
Session reviewed the 1st Quarter summary
report for checking, savings, and investments.
Total assets as of 3/31/19 were $359,568.25.
Session approved:


Approved the March 20, 2019 meeting
minutes with one correction. The word
THAT occurred twice in one sentence.
Instead of reading, “...a fig tree that that is
fruitless” The sentence should read, “... a fig
tree that is fruitless.”

Additional Information:
Reviewed the Triennial Visit report prepared by
the Rev. Linda Niece and (CRE) Commisioned
Ruling Elder Mike Brubaker.
Visioning and Planning for 2019 and the future:
Many of the demographic changes are not
unique to our church or city, but are a reflection of society as a whole. We discussed in
great detail the changes that have occurred
and are still occurring in Fairborn. The following perceptions were voiced:
















Ken Gadd will be our Elder Commissioner
to the May 14 Presbytery Meeting hosted by
the Wilmington Presbyterian Church. Art
Myers agreed to be an alternate if Ken is
unable to attend.
 Approved

Wednesday, May 15, 2019, as our
next meeting date.



Changes at WPAFB
Loss of Southwest Portland Cement
Company.
Expansion of city limited by land
surrounding it.
Many rentals.
Limited upscale housing: people now
move to Beavercreek, Centerville, and
Springboro.
Long time residents are aging.
Homes in some areas not maintained.
Many single parent households
Two-income-parent households (both
must work to cover expenses).
Birthrate lower.
Many empty buildings, although city is
trying to attract more business.
The rerouting of Rte. 444 impacted
merchants.
Shoppers travel to Fairfield Mall and
surrounding shopping areas.

Meet and Eat originally scheduled for May has
been postponed due to scheduling conflicts.

Approved Karen’s leave May 16-20. The Rev.

Marcy Bain will preach on May 20.
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2019 ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
$849 total collected. (A little history: 2018 - $943, 2017 - $910.)
Thank you so much for your generosity!

GRADUATE
RECOGNITION
Recognition Sunday is planned for June 2, when we will honor our
graduating high school, college, and graduate students.
If you or a member of your family are graduating from high school or college, please call the
office no later than 4 pm, Friday, May 24, so we may be sure to include him, her, or you in
our celebration. Please tell us the student’s name, school or college name, and college they
plan to attend and major, if known.
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
A big, heartfelt thanks to Elder Jan Smith, who has been creating and organizing new lessons
for our Sunday morning children’s program! She is working on weekly lesson plans that each
feature a bible story booklet, a craft project, and an idea for focus during the subsequent
week. She has also created special lessons for certain weeks of the church year, such as Palm
Sunday and Easter.
If you’ve never seen the children’s room upstairs, feel free to ask for more info and/or a tour
from Troy Oliver or one of the other Sunday teachers or helpers, or from Jan Smith or Denise
Lo Cicéro.

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Sunday Mornings: We are currently studying Exodus. We look at a variety of translations
each week, and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for our lives today. All are welcome!
(This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.)
Tuesday Mornings: Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over breakfast at
Foy’s Grill. Again, all are welcome! (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., before heading out to
their various volunteer and other commitments.)
Thursday afternoons: In our class on The History of Christian Theology, we are following the
DVD series by award-winning Professor Phillip Cary on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Lounge.
Our discussions of this fascinating material have been very interesting! For more information, please see Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley Schlafman. Here is the upcoming schedule:
Date

Topic

Leader

5/02
5/09
5/16
5/23
5/30
6/6

Special Class: Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris
Deism and Liberal Protestantism
Neo-Orthodoxy: From Kierkegaard to Barth
Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism
Protestantism After Modernity
Catholic Theologies of Grace

Shirley, Denise, Bob
Shirley
Denise
Denise
Shirley
Denise
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A HUGE CONGRATULATIONS GOES OUT
TO MARLENE ACUS!

She received the “2019 Outstanding Senior Award” from
the Greene County Council on Aging at an awards luncheon last week.

RUMMAGE SALE
When?
Where?
Why?
What?

Who?

How?

June 6, 7, & 8 (Thurs—Sat)
First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall
Raise money for capital improvements
Clear your house of unneeded “stuff”
Bestselling items include the following: tools, books & videos,
household & decorative items, framed pictures & art, clocks,
watches & pocket knives, toys, purses, baby & children’s
clothing, costume jewelry & antiques, collectibles, furniture &
lamps, games & puzzles, garden items, sports items,
arts & craft supplies, quirky & fun stuff, linens & placemats.
YOU! You to bring stuff to sell--You to work at pricing articles,
setting up tables and merchandise and working on sale days
(watch for the sign-up sheet)--You to tell your friends and
neighbors--maybe even You to be a customer!
Donate May 5—June 5:
- On Sundays, you may bring your things to the lower narthex or
the Bride’s Room (down the hall, opposite the library in the
education wing).
- On Wednesday through Friday, from 10 am to 4 pm, put items
in the Bride’s Room (buzz in from the ramp entrance/you may
borrow a cart from the office).
- To arrange for other times to bring things in or to schedule a
pickup, please contact Troy Oliver, 408-1234 (new cell phone
number).
6

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—MAY 2019

Memorial Gifts
Happy Birthday!
May 14
15
16
18
19
23
24
30
31
Jun

2
6
7
13

15
17
26

Ken Gadd
Paul Botts
Ralph Stegner
Margaret Carlson
Mitch Oliver
Jim Saunders
Tom Kelsey
Kay Stegner
John McMillan
Will McMillan
Darla Thompson
Jack Smith
Erik Sondergelt
Keith Burnette
Dick Winters
Jane Arnold
Katie Hughes
Ellen Strawn
Betsy Priaulx
Ray Wylam
Corkie Winters

Dear Church Friends,
Thank you for the flowers delivered
by Bob Hendrix in honor of my
birthday. After a week, they are
still looking lovely. I really appreciate them!

James G. McMillan sent a gift
to our Capital Maintenance
Fund in memory of
Nancy, J.C., Ruth and
Kathleen McMillan.

It’s a girl!
Join us on Sunday, May 5
for lunch after worship!
We’ll be gathering in the lounge during the
Fellowship Hour to celebrate with Maddie,
Andy, and Harlan Cook as they prepare for
the arrival of a baby girl.
Gifts aren’t necessary, but there are copies
of their babylist registry posted on the
sign-up rail outside the lounge. You may
also decide to purchase something frilly,
give cash, or buy a Target or Amazon gift
card, if you choose.
MEN are definitely encouraged to attend!
There will be lots of food and fun.

Sincerely, Jan Smith
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May 2019
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

1:00 pm
Hope Circle–
Lounge

1:00 pm Notre
Dame (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

5

6

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

7

8

9

10

Voting

10:00 am
Operations meeting
(BR)

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

2:15 pm CLS Mtg
(BR)

11

Luncheon for
Maddie & Andy

12
8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

13

14

15

16

17

5:30 pm
St Vincent Servers

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:00 am
Session (BR)

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

3:00 pm
Presbytery Mtg

6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

2:30 pm
Board of Deacons
(BR)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

10:15 am
Worship
Mothers Day
1:00 am
St Vincent Cooks

19

Pastor Karen away May 16 back May 23

20

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

21
7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:15 am
Worship
Marcy Bain
preaches

22
10:00 Cook
11:30 Serve
lunch at Senior
Center

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

23

24

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

6:30 pm
Bell Rehearsal

Pastor Karen away May 16 to May 23

26

18

27

(Karen back)

28

29

30

31

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

6:30 pm
Bell Rehearsal

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

10:15 am
Worship
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Pastor: Reverend Karen Cassedy
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Church Secretary: Shelia Yux

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items may be
brought in any Sunday and placed in the barrel in
the narthex.

Articles for the June 2019 Lifeline need to be
in the office by May 23.
There will be a limited number of

Suggested donations are:

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex

Canned Soups

at the Welcome/ Visitors table if you

Canned Vegetables

want to pick one up.

Canned Fruit

_______________

Canned Juices
Canned Meats

Please let the office know

(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)

of any meetings that you have

Boxed Items

scheduled in the church building

(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)
Baby Items

so that we can maintain an

(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)

accurate calendar and

Personal Hygiene Items

answer questions as folks call.

(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)
Thank you for your generous donations!
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