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First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Hospitality Team
Welcome to this vital ministry of our church. Your engaging personality and commitment to this congregation will help you provide a warm welcome to visitors to our church.
We’re “the friendliest church in town.” Why do we need a Hospitality Team?
Yes, we are a friendly church. And everyone hopes that our visitors receive a warm welcome. The Hospitality
Team will help our guests and visitors feel at home and experience the love of God through hospitality.
When we have a specific person responsible for a particular Sunday, we will not need to worry whether a visitor might slip through the cracks because everybody thinks that somebody else will make contact. It is important to remember that every one of us is on the Hospitality Team.
How will we begin this ministry?
• Pastor Joe will set up the initial Hospitality Schedule and list of what is expected of the members of the
Hospitality Team.
• The initial Hospitality Schedule will include the Elders and Deacons which will take us through 16 Sundays
from May 8 through August 21. If you have a conflict with the date you are assigned to, please switch
with someone else on the list and note the change on the schedule in the Hospitality Binder on the Hospitality Table.
• Additional team members will be recruited and added to the roster. With the expanded list, a Hospitality
Schedule will be produced beginning with August 28.
• The Hospitality Team will function under the Congregational Life and Service Committee of the Session.
What do we need now?
• We need you for you to let Pastor Joe know that you are willing to add your name to the team roster.
• We need a person willing to serve as the Hospitality Team chairperson and coordinating members. The
chair will coordinate with the Team concerning the Hospitality Schedule, supplies, and team membership.
Are you the one that God is calling to be the Hospitality Team Chair? Pastor Joe is always available as a
resource.
What is expected of a Hospitality Team Member?
• Arrive by 9:40 a.m. on Sunday morning. Check the Hospitality Binder on the Hospitality table in the Lower
Narthex., hang out in the Lower Narthex area, introduce yourself to and greet visitors and guests. Everything you need will be on the Hospitality Table in the Lower Narthex.
• Provide directions to rest rooms, sanctuary, Lounge. Invite visitors and guests to join us for refreshments
after worship.
• Be sure each visitor or guest receive an FPC Welcome Packet. Encourage them to complete the Connections Card. Assure them that we are not aggressive about membership—we just want to be able to be in
touch with them to follow-up.
Whether your name is on the Hospitality Schedule or not, all of us are responsible for recognizing new faces
and going out of our way to make them feel welcome.
+grace and peace,
Pastor Joe
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Clerk’s
Corner
April 24, 2022
Session Recap

Meet & Eat, but the name has changed to SundayFun Day. Other events are planned for the summer. Watch the Sunday bulletins for more details.
The committee is working toward a June 30 goal to
Pastor Joe opened the meeting with prayer and
move the nursery to the first floor CE wing to allow
thanked Julie for providing our lunch.
Enon Montessori to occupy the current nursery
Julie was also appointed Acting Clerk in Kathleen’s
space.
absence. Julie reported a quorum was present.
The Mission sub-committee is considering potential
Session approved:
new mission opportunities which include sponsoring
• The March minutes.
a student athlete to cover “Pay for Play” fees and
• FPC hosting the May 2023 Miami Valley Presbycollecting “Clothes for Work” for college students
tery meeting.
getting ready to interview for jobs. They also hope to
• Pastor Joe’s vacation request for June 22– 30.
return to tutoring (reading and math) at the Primary
Information received:
school.
Operations:
• The Pastor’s report which included pastoral care
contacts, information on the weekly Cornerstone The property committee communicates frequently
to ensure that building needs and finances are met.
class, his community activities, and Presbytery
Personnel: Troy Oliver is compiling the results of the
duties. He volunteers weekly at FISH. He participated in the Good Friday community walk. He has congregational survey. Her goal is to report back to
connected with local pastors for a planned event the congregation and to publish a summary in the
Lifeline.
on May 5, for the National Day of Prayer.
Additional Information:
• Copies of upcoming Presbytery events.
• Pastor Joe and Dixie Jenkins, Elder Commissioner, The current membership total is 95.
Thank you, Julie for filling in for me and providing
plan to attend the Presbytery meeting on May
the information for this article.
10,2022 starting at 3:00 pm at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Springboro.
Kathleen Seewer
Committee Reports:
CLS: The committee plans an after worship gathering 2022 Clerk of Session
June12. This fellowship time was formerly called
A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE

Happy Spring! The Easter season brought a flurry of activity in the life of the church. We appreciated the
Maundy Thursday somber and reflective service. Easter Sunday was beautiful, full of joy and hope!
The church Walking Club went to Pearl's Fen (after a rain/snow delay of the originally scheduled walk), and
enjoyed being out in nature and each other's company. When they finished walking, they all went to lunch
together and had a time of fellowship. I personally was a little dismayed when I found out that Gunner,
Bill Arnold's 4 legged best friend, was able to join them, but we weren't invited. Maybe next month!
I understand that there will be an opportunity for snacks while we help the Enon Montessori School celebrate both their annual Spring play and the graduation of their Kindergarten children. My family loves the
addition of these children to our church fellowship and can't wait to watch (from the rafters) these happy
faces!
The Senior Center lunch was another successful event the church provided - maybe my family will get invited
to that one month?
A lot of new opportunities for fun and fellowship are being discussed and we can't wait to hear
what is being planned in the life of our congregation. Although you don't see us, we see you
enjoying the faith and hope that is being shared by these events.
Enjoy the warmth of May and thank God for your church, your church family, and the beauty of
our world! ~Ecclesial Mouse
2

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—MAY 2022 NEWSLETTER

AND THE SURVEY SAYS……
Thank you to all who completed their Survey of Pastor Essential Functions. A total of 36 surveys were returned. Not everyone completed every section, so each section had a unique denominator for the percentage calculation.
As Preacher: Prepare and lead worship, including regular Sunday worship, weddings, funerals and special services. Administer the sacraments.
73% Exceeds expectations, 8% Meets expectations, 0% Needs improvement
As Pastor and Spiritual Leader: Care for the soul of the congregation and provide pastoral assistance to
parishioners, regularly visiting shut-ins and those in the hospital. Maintain personal growth.
72% Exceeds expectations, 28% Meets expectations, 0% Needs improvement
As Collaborator: Foster strong feelings of belonging among the congregation. Guide and participate in
our mission. Create and maintain partnerships/connections with the community.
76% Exceeds expectations, 24% Meets expectations, 0% Needs improvement
As Moderator: Moderate the Session and be a staff resource for the Board of Deacons and other committees. Serve as ex-officio with the Nominating Committee. Moderate Congregational meetings
and gatherings as called by Session.
44% Exceeds expectations, 56% Meets expectations, 0% Needs improvement
As communicator: Communicate pastoral concern and interest to membership and the larger community.
50% Exceeds expectations, 50% Meets expectations, 0% Needs improvement
As Head of Staff: Lead, coordinate and supervise the staff of the church. Plan and delegate short-term
performance objectives and review progress regularly. Maintain regular office hours.
48% Exceeds expectations, 52% Meets expectations, 0% Needs improvement
As Educator: Participate in the Christian Education program of the church. Teach adult education as
needed. Maintain professional growth.
64% Exceeds expectations, 36% Meets expectations, 0% Needs improvement
As Presbyter: Attend presbytery meetings and participate as able in the work and fellowship of the Presbytery of Miami Valley.
39% Exceeds expectations, 61% Meets expectations
Many thoughts were shared in the comments sections that expressed appreciation for how well Pastor Joe
serves this church. Here are some of the words that were used to describe Pastor Joe that were a general
theme throughout all the surveys: prepared, interesting, sincere, personable, caring, compassionate, humble, available. Appreciation for posting his sermons on-line and other ways he creatively responded to
COVID were also frequent comments, as was appreciation for home visits and community outreach. The following comment is a good final summation: “Great pastor, good people, wonderful church”.
There were a few responses that suggested alternate priorities for the current 8 functions in the pastoral
contract. These will be further reviewed and taken into consideration when we review and revise the contract later this year.
Again, many thanks for all who took the time to share their thoughts. We hope that all feel free to share
their ideas for our church at any time. Pastor Joe and/or any member of session will be happy to hear from
you!
Sincerely,
Troy Oliver, Personnel Committee Chair
Dixie Jenkins, Personnel Committee
Dave Sellers, Personnel Committee
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Celebrating a joyous Easter!
Adult Christian Education News
Cornerstone Class meets each Wednesday at 2:00 pm
in the Lounge. We discuss a variety of topics using a
variety of media. Please see Pastor Joe for the latest
information. You can join in any time without being
at prior classes. All are welcome.
Snacks are served.

Come join us!

Pastor Joe, Dave Sellers, Dixie Jenkins, Troy Oliver, Cindy Bowen, Jan Smith, Bob Hendrix, Bill Arnold with
Gunner, and Julie Brown (photographer) meet for the Walking Club’s walk at Pearl’s Fen on April 25th.
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The Montessori students cleaned up the church grounds for
their Earth Day project on April 22nd.

Thank you Montessori students and staff!

Thank You Congregation!
Ukraine Relief and One Great Hour of Sharing
With your generosity we collected $1960.00 for
Ukraine Relief through our One Great Hour of
Sharing Offering this past Lenten season. Even
more impressive than the dollar amount is the
large number of members of the congregation
that participated in this special offering. The
money was sent to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for Project DR000156 (Ukraine Relief). For
more information about what the Presbyterian
Church is doing for relief in Ukraine visit this
website:
https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/
Graduate Recognition in June
We would love to recognize the Class of 2022 graduates. If you or any family members are
graduating or have graduated since June 2021, please give the church office the name of the
graduate, relationship, diploma or degree they are receiving, and any future plans. Please submit this information by May 23rd so that we can recognize the graduates in the June Lifeline.
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Montessori Spring Play May 6th
Montessori Kindergarten Graduation May 13th
We are hosting a reception in the Lounge for the
Montessori school students and their families after
their play on May 6th at 6:00pm and again for their
kindergarten graduation ceremony on May13th at
6:00 pm. All are invited to come
watch these wonderful students
and celebrate their accomplishments. If you could provide cookies or help serve, please contact
Julie or Diane. It’s guaranteed to
make you smile!

Happy Birthday!
May 14

Ken Gadd
Paul Botts

16

Margaret Carlson
Mitch Oliver

19

Tom Kelsey

23

Kay Stegner

24

John McMillan

30

Will McMillan

31

Darla Thompson
You’re Invited!
What: Retirement Party for Dixie Jenkins
When: Sunday, May 22nd, 1 to 3 PM
Where: Elks Club
1536 Villa Road
Springfield, OH 45503
NO GIFTS PLEASE
Please let us know if you can attend.
Cindy: 937 215-2778
Dixie: 397 561-0240
Hope you can make it!

Thank you so much for the alter flowers
that, were donated by Bill Arnold in
honor of his son’s birthday, and were
presented to me on Sunday, April 3. I
appreciate the flowers, which are beautiful, and the kindness you show me.
Love,
Jan Smith
Many thanks for the flowers that Shelda
Cox provided and that Diane Sondergelt
delivered to me on my birthday, April
24. They brightened my day and reminded me of my many friends at FPC.
Sincerely,
Frank Lowe

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your gift of $2000.00. We are very
grateful for your support of the ministries of St. Vincent de Paul Gateway for Women and Families.
Thank you for loving the people we serve and accompanying them in their times of need with your gift!
Your gift is a visible expression of love for your neighbor. We are honored to receive it, and
promise to wisely steward it.
Gratefully,
Michael Vanderburgh
Executive Director

Memorial Gifts
Chuck Ryan’s nephew and niece, Ed and Holly Szpara, remembered “Uncle Chuck”.
Jim Saunders was remembered by former members
Hugh and Marygena Lynn.
Gifts in memory of Erik Sondergelt
were received from Jody Hoag and
Julie and Kenny Brown. Three friends
donated and requested their gift go
the St. Vincent mission.
Diane Sondergelt’s gifts remembered
Chuck Ryan, Jim Saunders and Warren Thompson.
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May 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

1:00 pm
Hope Circle—
Lounge

2:00 pm
2:00 pm
Cornerstone Chalk the Walk
Class —Lounge
Fairborn
3:30 pm
Community
United Chimes
Park

6:00 pm
Montessori
School Spring
Program Sanctuary

–Fellowship Hall

8

9

10

11

12

9:00 am
Bus Trip to
Bascilica in
Covington KY
3:30 pm
United Chimes
– Fellowship Hall

10:15 am
Worship

Mother’s Day

15

16

10:15 am
Worship

10:30 am
Walking Club

17

18

13

14

6:00 pm
Montessori
School
Graduation Sanctuary

19

20

21

26

27

28

2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge
3:30 pm
United Chimes

11:30 am
Session Mtg

–Fellowship Hall

22

23

24

25
11:30 am
Sr. Ctr Lunch
2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge
3:30 pm
United Chimes

10:15 am
Worship

–Fellowship Hall

29

30

31

10:15 am
Worship
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SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS
A shopping list is provided for your use. Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry. You can leave items in the bins in the narthex. If you
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know. I’ll be happy to help.
Linda Hartsock
School Pantry Coordinator
________________________________________________________________________________________
Pasta Noodles
Oatmeal
Crackers
Pasta Sauce
Pancake Mix (add water only)
Snacks
Ravioli (Can or individual)
Pancake Syrup
Canned Vegetables
Soup
Poptarts
Juice
Rice and Noodle Mixes
Nuts
Paper Towels
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)
Pudding
Toilet Paper
Tuna and Chicken cans
Fruit cups
Shampoo/Cond.
Vegetable Oil/Spray
Peanut Butter
Body Wash
Cereal
Jelly
Feminine Hygiene

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324
phone: 937-878-3954
email: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Office Hours: Wednesday and Friday, 10 am—2 pm
Thursday 9 am—11 am and 1:30 pm—3:30 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
email: pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Choir Director: Shelda Cox

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers,
Troy Oliver, David Sellers, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt
Articles for the May Lifeline need to be in the office by May 27.
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline
in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call.
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