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October 2018

Stewardship Appeal for CY 2019
Our annual Stewardship Appeal for CY 2019 will be held from September 30 until
November 4, 2018. Our theme is “FIRST PRESBYTERIAN—A SMALL, FRIENDLY,
HEALTHY, VIBRANT CHURCH”.
This appeal is our opportunity to give thanks and pledge our faith and support for
First Presbyterian Church missions, ministries and member care. Your pledges during this campaign will help Session determine what we can accomplish in 2019.
In early October, you will receive a PLEDGE CARD FOR 2019 GIVING which we urge
you to return as soon as possible. You will notice the card offers the opportunity to
make a contribution, over and above your regular pledge, to help fund major building expenses. We worship in a large facility that is aging, with an ever-increasing
number of repairs required each year. The option to pledge an extra amount to the
Maintenance Fund is something you may wish to consider.
With your continued prayers and dedication of time, talents, and financial gifts we
will remain for many more years “A SMALL, FRIENDLY, HEALTHY, VIBRANT CHURCH”.
Yours in Christ,
Members of the Stewardship Committee
John Haynes (Chair), Marlene Acus, Julie Brown, Troy Oliver
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Pastor’s Prayers
My reflections for this month are based on something I wrote a few years ago, as they shall
reflect what I’m thinking about Stewardship right now.
I love to give. I am so grateful that God has made me want to be like him in this way. God has
given us the earth and all that is in it. God has given us our lives. God has given us the promise of presence in good times and bad. And God has given us God’s only Son, Jesus Christ.
Giving is one of God’s main characteristics!
We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from Thee
William Walsham How
October is Stewardship Month. The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines stewardship as “the
activity or job of protecting and being responsible for something.” What are we responsible
for? As followers of Jesus Christ, we are stewards of all that we are given in this life, including
our time, talents, and treasures. And being stewards, we are invited to give, not to hoard.
How will we give? Will we give God merely the time we haven’t already committed elsewhere, only the talents we are confident of, just the money we aren’t anxious about?
In October, I’ll be continuing my sermons on A Christian Life, because the way we give is an
important aspect of how we live out our faith. We will celebrate World Communion on Sunday, October 7. Then, we have our fall Congregational Meeting to elect officers after worship
on October 14. On October 28, we will be blessed by having Darrel Leister’s White Mountain
Grass band play for us.
All that we have is from God – to use, to share, to return. May you be blessed with a heart to
give generously in all opportunities.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Karen
** Dear God, we thank you for all that you give to us. May we learn to be like you in this and
in every way. Amen.
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CLERK’S
CORNER
Session Recap
September 19, 2018
Karen led the opening devotions with
a prayer.
Upon motion Julie Brown was elected
Clerk for this meeting.
Total income for July 2018 was
$20,209.42; total expenses
$23,963.76; net ($-3,754.34).
Budget: The Rev. Bob Wade was our
guest to provide a big picture overview for developing our budget.
Based on comments and discussion,
he noted that we are a Thriving
Church in spite of concerns about
our size.
Session approved:
 Approved the August 2018
meeting minutes.
 Approved the Vital Statistics: our
membership roll total is now 111.
 Approved 2019 Board of Pensions
benefit package for Pastor Cassedy
to be offered the same as 2018.
Additional Information:
 Nominations committee: Slate
finalized. Elections occur at
October 14 congregational
meeting.
 Stewardship: Letter to congregation prepared. Mailing begins first










Presbytery Report: summary of
meeting distributed. This document
can be found on the Miami Valley Presbytery website under Documents.
Congregational Life and Service submitted a written report. Special music
is planned for worship on October 28.
Next Meet & Eat is tentatively planned
for November 4. Watch for details as
the date may change to October 28.
Operations: No report. No meeting.
Personnel: Action item regarding Pastor’s benefit package.
We reviewed the FPC Events Calendar
from September 18 – October 19.
Changes or additions were noted, such
as the addition of the date/time for the
blanket making project, and the date of
the October congregational meeting.
++++

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Shirley Schroer was remembered with gifts to “Shoes for
Shirley” by Pat Biggs, Lowell &
Mary Rust, Joyce Wofford, John,
Joanne & Mary Gress and Jerry &
Jacqueline Theobald.
Evelyn Fueger and family,
Roberta Johnson and Douglas, her
son sent gifts in memory of Verna
Schivley.
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH
KATHLEEN SEEWER
Our October Volunteer of the Month is someone we all know from the many duties
she performs in the Church. Kathleen Seewer is our longstanding Clerk of Session, which is a
huge undertaking. This involves taking minutes of each and every Session meeting, reading
and responding to most correspondence relevant to the church, ensuring new members are
released from their previous churches, and keeping track of the numbers of members. She
keeps all the administrative books for the church. She works closely with the presbytery to
keep abreast of any changes that will affect our denomination. She is also alongside the Pastor at all congregational meetings, baptisms, welcoming of new members, and installation of
officers.
Kathleen performs duties as Leader of Worship monthly, and at other times you will
see her ushering us to our seats, taking collection, and making sure the sanctuary is put back
in order after our Sunday service. When she is not doing one of these above-mentioned
tasks, you might find her greeting us as we enter the sanctuary.
One of the major programs she is in charge of is the Helping Hands with the Fairborn
Primary School. She works closely with the school staff to make sure the transition from bus
to classroom the first two weeks of school goes smoothly for grades Kindergarten through
third. She is responsible for finding enough volunteers to help these children – even going so
far as bringing friends in from outside our congregation to assist.
Kathleen is helper for a third grade teacher – assisting with students who are struggling. This involves helping with reading and learning vocabulary words. She also is a handson instructor for the COSI program the Church provides for the third graders at Fairborn Primary School.
Already a member of the board of trustees for the presbytery, she was recently installed as the recording clerk for all presbytery meetings.
Kathleen is a true and loyal member of our congregation and gives so freely of her time
and talents. Please recognize Kathleen for all the many ways she enriches our and so many
other lives!
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EVENTS AT FAIRBORN PRIMARY SCHOOL
The new school year started off with our wonderful volunteers assisting the primary school children as they became accustomed to the locations of their classrooms and the busses they ride home from school. Once again, Kathleen Seewer
led this project with great success. A great big thank you to Kathleen and all who
volunteered with "Helping Hands."
On Wednesday, October 10, at 10:00 we will be sponsoring the Madcapp Puppets
from Cincinnati for the students in kindergarten and first grade. They will present
the "The Wizard of Oz" in the school auditorium. You are cordially invited to
attend. This is another of our mission projects to enhanced the lives of the children.
We are looking forward to sponsoring COSI this year on November 13. We need
your help once again! Please plan on spending the day with us as we teach the
children about "Energy." We need your energy to make this an enriching event
for the third grade children. The teachers tell us this is a very worthwhile experience. Look for the sign-up sheet in the entryway later this month.
We have started our program of volunteers reading with students in kindergarten
through third grade. If you have one hour per week to spend, you could have a
great impact on children who are struggling in so many ways. Not only will you
assist them to be more successful in their learning process, but you will show
them someone cares about them as individuals. The need is great! If you can volunteer, please contact Karen Parli or Marlene Acus.
Thank you for your contributions of memorial donations and actual shoes to
"Shoes for Shirley." We will be supplying new shoes for the children in need all
during the school year. The response has been tremendous for this project that
was so dear to Shirley Schroer's heart.

There will be a CONGREGATIONAL MEETING on Sunday, October 14,
after worship to elect officers and at large members of
the Nominating committee. All members are encouraged to attend.
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
Sunday Mornings: We are studying Genesis together and really enjoying it! As has become
our habit, we look at a variety of translations as we read together. Discussion is centering on
the relevance of this important book for our lives today. All are welcome! (This class gathers
at 8:45 a.m. in the boardroom.)
Tuesday Mornings: Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over breakfast at
Foy’s Grill. Again, all are welcome! (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., before heading out to
their various volunteer and other commitments.)
Thursday afternoons: In our class on The History of Christian Theology, we are following the
DVD series by award-winning Professor Phillip Cary on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Lounge.
Our discussions of this fascinating material have been very interesting! For more information, please see Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley Schlafman. Here is the upcoming schedule:
Date

Topic

Leader

10/04
10/11
10/18
10/25
11/01
11/08

The Synoptic Gospels
The Gospel of John
Varieties of Early Christianity
The Emergence of Christian Doctrine
Christian Reading
The Uses of Philosophy

Shirley
Denise
Shirley
Denise
Shirley
Denise

Diane Sondergelt’s new
Supper Club group went to
the Tavern on the Greene.
(The Ensors, the Eubels,
Bette Malavich,
Anna Roselli, and
the Sondergelts).
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CROP Walk
The 2018 Fairborn CROP Walk to fight hunger will be held on Sunday, October 14.
The purpose of the CROP Walk is to raise money to fight hunger in Fairborn and
around the world. In 2017 our CROP Walk raised $1,359.75 for the Fairborn FISH
Food Pantry. This year’s goal is to raise $1,800, and our church has been asked to
participate in this community event.
Remember, we can stop hunger, one step at a time!
Twenty-five percent of all funds raised on CROP Walks are returned to the Fairborn FISH Food Pantry. The remaining seventy-five percent can be designated to
any one of 18 international hunger-fighting agencies. Any undesignated funds go
to help support the worldwide programs of the Church World Services. If you
have any questions regarding the CROP Walk, please contact Darrel Leister, CROP
Walk Recruiter.

Dear Friends,

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for

Thank you for “my

your calls, visits, prayers,

birthday bouquet” that

flowers and “friendship” dur-

Judy Myers delivered

ing my recent illness.
Your kindness and concern
was much appreciated. I am
blessed to have friends like you.

and given by Woody &
Harriet Ensor.
Truly,
Elaine Brown

Blessings,
Mary Rust
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First Presbyterian Church,

Happy Birthday!

Thank you to the Lŏws for the
beautiful vase of flowers given to
me to celebrate my birthday.

Oct

6
7
12
15
16
18
19
23
29
30
31

Nov 4
5
10
13
22
25
27
30

Jim McMillan
Frank Eastep
Kathleen Seewer
Nancy Smith
Michael Seewer
Pat Kelsey
Scott King
Joyce Leister
Judy Myers
Mary Ellen Hill
Larry Hollar
Jane Bigelow
Vesta Warthman
Julie Brown
Lloyd Gehring
Lowell Rust
Joyce Hazlett
Hsi-Han Yeh
Mallorie Ferguson
Paul Keller
John Eubel
Rena Leatherman
Karen Parli
Karen Cassedy
Colleen Gooray

We are still enjoying them!
Thank you,
Woody Ensor

First meeting of the Julie Brown’s new
Supper Club group in September.

Dear Friends,
Thank you for the cards, calls,
and prayers during my recent
Illness and for your friendship.
Thanks, also for the flowers
that were delivered to me.
Blessings,
Beth Thomas
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October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

1:00 pm
Hope Circle

1 :00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

1-3:30 pm
Diabetes Self
Management

7

8

9

10

11

12

World Communion
Sunday

1:00 am
St Vincent Cooks

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:30 am
Operations (BR)

1 :00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study
10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

14

6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

5:30 pm St Vincent
Servers

15

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

2:15 pm CLS Mtg(BR)

1-3:30 pm
Diabetes Self
Management

16

17

18

19

7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:00 am
Session (BR)

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)

10:15 am
Worship
Congregational
Meeting

6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)
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20

1-3:30 pm
Diabetes Self
Management

CROP Walk

21

22

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

23
7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

10:15 am
Worship

28
Reformation Sunday

8:45 am Adult
Bible Study

24
6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

25

26

1:00 pm History of
Theology (Lounge)

9:00 am
United Chimes
(MR)
1-3:30 pm
Diabetes Self
Management

29

30
7:00 am Bible
Study at Foy’s Grill

31
Halloween

6:30 pm Bell
Rehearsal (MR)

10:15 am
Worship
Meet-N-Eat

9
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:45 am

Sunday Worship: 10:15 am

Pastor: Reverend Karen Cassedy
Education and Mission Coordinator and Director of Music: Denise Lo Cicéro
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Church Secretary: Shelia Yux

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first Sunday of
each month. Non-perishable items may be brought in any
Sunday and placed in the barrel in the narthex.

Articles for the November 2018
Lifeline need to be in the office

Suggested donations are:

by Wednesday, October 24.

Canned Soups

There will be a limited number of

Canned Vegetables

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex

Canned Fruit

at the Welcome/ Visitors table if you

Canned Juices

want to pick one up.

Canned Meats

_______________

(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)

Please let the office know

Baby Items

of any meetings that you have

(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)

scheduled in the church building

Personal Hygiene Items

so that we can maintain an

(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

accurate calendar and

Thank you for your generous donations!
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