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October 2022

It’s a new school year for Fairborn students and we are there to help them get a good start!
Helping Hands were
back at Fairborn Primary to help the PreK
through second grade
students find their
classrooms. The students were so excited
to start a new school
year. Mitch showed
us what Helping
Hands is all about as
he helped a kindergartner find his way.
Thank you Ken Gadd
for coordinating this
mission with the
school.

Bristen and her helper, school staff
members, were very excited to be
able to restock their pantry with
the donations from our church.
Many shelves were empty but are
now full of food and warm blankets
to keep students fed and warm on
the weekends. Thank you Linda
Hartsock for leading this effort.
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Clerk’s
Corner
September 18, 2022
Session Recap

Julie Brown will research acquiring a credit card
for the church to mainly be used for licenses
(CCLI, etc.) which have annual renewals and require credit cards.
Based on a recommendation by On Spot Techs,
we approved the purchase of a new computer for
the Financial Secretary.
Operations – A new A/C unit which cools the sanctuary was replaced. A total of 6 more A/C units
have been ordered to replace broken or older
ones in the Education Wing. We are still waiting
for the parking lot to be resealed and striped.
Treasurer – We looked at and discussed the latest
Income/Expense report that was provided by our
Financial Secretary, Carolyn McMillan.
Stewardship – Dixie Jenkins and Julie Brown will get
the initial letter and pledge cards out in the mail
by the end of September. There will be articles in
the weekly worship bulletin as well.
Personnel – No report.
9. Unfinished Business – we had previously discussed conducting a clean up day in the church – removing large unused items and general cleaning.
Based on unavailability of some members due to surgery, we will hold off on that until Spring 2023 – but
will schedule days to clean the kitchen and sacristy
this winter.
10. New Business – The Turquoise Table was discussed which is a new outreach we would like to
start. We will attempt to purchase some picnic tables to place around the church grounds to get the
program started. More information to come.
11. Our next Session Meeting will be held on October 16th at 11:45 am. Roland Sommers will give the
closing prayer. Diane Sondergelt will provide lunch.

Attendees: Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, David Sellers,
Diane Sondergelt
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
1. The meeting was called to order by Reverend Joe
Hinds at 12:14 pm.
2. The Opening Prayer was offered by Reverend
Hinds.
3. Julie Brown was elected as Clerk of Session for this
Meeting.
4. Reflections. Reverend Hinds ask us each to tell a
story about how God has touched our lives – where
we have seen him recently. The session all took turns
telling their version.
5. We approved the Consent Agenda – approving the
minutes of the last stated Session Meeting and the
special Session Meeting to receive a new member,
both on August 21, 2022. The motion to approve was
made by Diane Sondergelt and seconded by David
Sellers.
6. Kathleen Seewer was absent, but the current
membership was announced at 94. We received a
Thank You card from both Paul Hinds for his graduation gift, and the Lewis family for the flowers sent to
Eloween Lewis’ funeral.
7. Pastor’s Report was reviewed. Reverend Hinds
will be on vacation from September 19 through September 25.
8. Committee Reports:
CLS – Several individuals from the congregation and
friends of the congregation cheered on the Air
Force Marathon runners from a location in the Fly
Zone in downtown Fairborn. We handed out cold
water to spectators. A Ladies Luncheon will be
held in honor of our new member and Bride-to-Be
Kim Coder on October 1st.

Adult Christian Education News—Cornerstone Class
We meet every Wednesday at 2:00 pm in the Lounge. We are
studying the book of Revelation using William Pender’s
book, Revelation, as a study guide. There are some
books available in the church office. If you prefer, the
book is available for electronic download. There will be
plenty of good snacks to enjoy at class. Come join us!
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Dear Fairborn Friends,
Thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement
for Eloween’s service. It
was greatly appreciated.

Arthur Lewis
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
WOW - What a fun summer we have all had! My family enjoyed their time away and it looks like many of
you did also. Now it's back to real life. It appears that several things have happened in the life of the church
since we last talked. We have had some major work done this summer, some of it long overdue. A new
sidewalk was poured by the entrance to the Fellowship Hall. One of the four A/C units that cool the sanctuary has been replaced, as well as 6 A/C units on order for the Christian Education Wing. Several trees were
pruned and trimmed around the building. We had some plumbing leaks in the Christian Education Wing that
have been repaired. And last but not least, our parking lot has been resealed and restriped. Hopefully, all
this will hold us through the winter - and we would like to thank our Operations Team for all their hard work
and time invested in ensuring the building is in good working order and comfortable for all who utilize
it. Our Congregational Life and Service Team had planned and organized many social events held this summer - Sunday FunDay, Montessori Open House Ice Cream Social, walking club and lunches, Senior Citizen
Center free lunches, and cheering on the Air Force Marathon runners to name a few. Cornerstone Class has
resumed with a study on Revelation. Several of you were involved in Helping Hands at the Fairborn Primary
School, ensuring students were able to find their way to their classes the first week of school, and just being
there to wipe a tear for those students who were scared and wanted a friendly face to ease their
fears. There were some innovative new Sunday services that took place while Pastor Joe was
away - thank you Shelda Cox! You also welcomed Mr. Mumford from the Fairborn Chess Club to
talk about the mission he is providing (with your assistance) to help children learn chess - which
builds their confidence, teaches them math and science, all while playing a game. My family and
I feel so blessed to be your Church Mice - you all are so loving, caring, and like to have
fun! Thank you for letting us be part of your church family! ~Ecclesial Mouse

Hope Circle meets
the first Monday of
every month at 1:00
pm in the Lounge.
See Judy Myers for
more information.
Everyone is welcome

More ways you can help Fairborn students…
Staff members at Fairborn schools have contacted us asking if we could help them. Ken
Gadd has agreed to be our point of contact for school programs.
The Primary school has asked if we had anyone that would be willing to
help students with their reading. Reading volunteers would be put in
contact with a specific teacher to provide details for their reading tutors. Please let Ken know if you can help.
Also, Chad Guess ,the new music teacher at the Intermediate school
(grades 3-5) contacted us about an instrumental based program that he
is developing. He does not have enough instruments to adequately teach the class. He is
reaching out to community based organizations in Fairborn to see if he can get any type
of funding or donations to build this program for the children. If you have any instruments that you no longer use and can donate to the program, please let Ken know.
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Thank you Jeff Firestone!
We would like to publicly acknowledge that we have the most amazing and
talented organist! Mr. Jeff Firestone provides lovely music for us on Sunday
mornings. We have it on good authority (Jeff's mom) that he has been interested in playing piano and organ since he was a little guy - and worked mowing lawns to pay for his own lessons! That certainly has paid off for us in a big
way! In his "other" life - Jeff is a Registered Veterinary Technician (RVT) - which is the equivalent of a Registered Nurse for people. The animals that Jeff sees are certainly blessed to have such a kind and caring man
to help them - as blessed as we are to have him share his musical talents with us. If you are moved by any
particular piece of music that Jeff plays for us - please feel free to applaud - or let him know after the service. Jeff has the same organ at home that he plays at church, and spends many hours practicing for his Sunday "performances", in addition to choosing the prelude, offertory, and closing music to go along with the
theme for that week. THANK YOU JEFF for your many years of loving service to the congregation!

We met at the corner of Main St. and Wright Ave. in downtown Fairborn to cheer on the runners of the Air
Force Marathon. It was a beautiful day and we offered cold bottles of water to the other spectators.
For our first Cornerstone
class this fall, Art Myers
repeated his presentation
that he gave at the Miami
Valley Military Museum
about his experiences as a
Med Evac nurse in Viet
Nam. Thank you Art!
Thank you Property Committee, Bill, Art, Julie, and
Mitch for all you do! Recently they had air conditioners replaced, the
parking lot sealed and
trees trimmed. We appreciate all you do to
keep our church such a
nice place for all of us.
Richard Winters’ Supper Club started
their new group by meeting at Olive
Garden. Dan, Donna, Richard, Corkie,
Diane, Jan, Maryann, and Paul met to
enjoy good food and fellowship. Let
Richard know if you’d like to join them.
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Little Free Library—Can you help?
The CLS committee met and would like to start a
Little Free Library at our church. Little Free Library is a
nonprofit organization whose mission is to be a catalyst for building community, inspiring readers, and
expanding book access for all through a global network of volunteer-led Little Free Libraries. More information about Little Free Library is available at
their website: https://littlefreelibrary.org/

Happy Birthday!
Oct

4 Leslie Sommer
7 Frank Eastep
Kathleen Seewer
12 Nancy Smith
15 Michael Seewer
16 Pat Kelsey
19 Joyce Leister
20 Dixie Jenkins
21 Donna Kulhanek
23 Judy Myers
Roland Sommer
29 Mary Ellen Hill
30 Jane Bigelow
Vesta Warthman
31 Julie Brown

All we would need is a small, outdoor structure
where people can leave or take a book to read. The
structure to house the library can be almost anything—in fact we are encouraged to make the library
unique to us. There are plans for building the library
on line at: https://littlefreelibrary.org/start/build-alittle-free-library/. There are also ready to assemble
kits for purchase on line at various sites.
Can you help build a structure
for our library? If this interests you or you want to help,
please let Diane know.

Dear Fairborn Presbyterian,
Thank y'all very much for the very
generous $250 amazon gift card for
my graduation! It is helping me buy
books for school. Thank you so
much for your thoughtfulness!
Love,
Paul Hinds
Dear Church Family,
One week later we are still enjoying the beautiful
altar flowers donated by Linda Hartsock and delivered by Richard Winters. This was such
a lovely way to remember Ray’s birthday and we thank you so much. Our
church shows God’s love to all of us
and our community in so many ways.
Love,
Ray and Marlene

The Walking Club met at Community Park to walk the
path by the pond. Afterwards we headed to Young’s
for lunch and ice cream. Join us Monday, Oct. 17th at
10:30am for our next walk. Location TBD.

Trunk or Treat Saturday October 29th
Our third annual “Trunk or Treat” for the community
is planned for Saturday October 29th from noon to
2:00pm. We will use our parking lot
closest to Broad St. Set up begins at
11:30 am. Please feel free to decorate your car and dress in costume
or just as an observer. Last year we
had almost 100 children stop by.
Don’t miss the fun!!
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October 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Noon-Ladies
Luncheon for
Kim Coder –
Fellowship Hall

2

3

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion

1:00 pm
Hope CircleLounge

9

10

4

11

10:15 am
Worship

17

18

12

7

8

13

14

15

10:30 am
Walking Club

24

19

20

21

22

27

28

29

2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge
3:30 pm
Chancel Ringer
–Fellowship

11:30 am
Session Mtg

23

2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge
3:30 pm
Chancel Ringer
–Fellowship
Hall

6

2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge
3:30 pm
Chancel Ringer
–Fellowship

10:15 am
Worship

16

5

25

26
11:30 am
Sr. Ctr Lunch
2:00 pm
Cornerstone
Class —Lounge
3:30 pm
Chancel Ringers

10:15 am
Worship

30

31

10:15 am
Worship

Happy
Halloween
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Lifeline Articles Noon– 2:00pm
due in office
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SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS
A shopping list is provided for your use. Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry. You can leave items in the bins in the narthex. If you
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know. I’ll be happy to help.
Linda Hartsock
School Pantry Coordinator
________________________________________________________________________________________
Pasta Noodles
Oatmeal
Crackers
Pasta Sauce
Pancake Mix (add water only)
Snacks
Ravioli (Can or individual)
Pancake Syrup
Canned Vegetables
Soup
Poptarts
Juice
Rice and Noodle Mixes
Nuts
Paper Towels
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)
Pudding
Toilet Paper
Tuna and Chicken cans
Fruit cups
Shampoo/Cond.
Vegetable Oil/Spray
Peanut Butter
Body Wash
Cereal
Jelly
Feminine Hygiene

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324
phone: 937-878-3954
email: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Office Hours: Wednesday and Friday, 10 am—2 pm
Thursday 9 am—11 am and 1:30 pm—3:30 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
email: pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Choir Director: Shelda Cox

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers,
Troy Oliver, David Sellers, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt
Articles for next month’s Lifeline need to be in the office by October 28.
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline
in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call.
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