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September 2020

Worship services are available both in the sanctuary and online.
Please contact the church office for access to the online worship option.
Please click here to check the church website.
Please click here to see the church calendar.
There has been plenty of time for reading during the pandemic shutdown. One of the most useful items I
read was the Concise History of First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn written by Michael Seewer. From the
perspective of such a tumultuous year in our nation’s history as 2020, it is interesting to reflect on the American tumult of 1860, when the history of Presbyterians begins in this area. The history of First Presbyterian
Church is rooted in the church that was established in Osborn, Ohio in a time when churches in America
suffered from national and religious divisions. The hope of the church, however, is God’s covenant with humankind as seen in the life, ministry, and saving love of Jesus Christ. The steadfast love of God that has prevailed, sustaining the people of God through the generations will surely continue to sustain us in such a time
as this.
Describing the year 2020 has exhausted all metaphors and adjectives. Yet the Great Commission of Jesus
Christ is basic and clear, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” (Mark
16:15) And since her earliest days, the church has been the expression of the followers of Jesus Christ who
“devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42) Christ’s call to the church today is no different than it was in first century Jerusalem, but the
expression of the life and ministry of FPC is shaped by our present context.
In the first six months of a new call to ministry, I have been thinking of ways to discern with this congregation, how we are called to be the Church of Jesus Christ together in such an unusual time. This is why I recommended Rev. Joan Gray’s book, Sailboat Church: Helping your church rethink its mission and practice, to
the session, and why they agreed to promote it for the congregation to consider together.
I know Rev. Gray from my time at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. She is well-known
and respected among congregations in the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta and in the PCUSA where she
served as moderator in 2006. Her book is a guide for churches experiencing declines in membership and
budget while seeking to be faithful to their calling, relying on the power of the Holy Spirit. You may obtain a
copy of the book on your own, or Julie Brown can assist you with an order. Our discussion of the book on
September 16 will cover chapters 1-10. We will schedule further discussions after participants complete the
Forty Days of Prayer found at the end of the book. I look forward to our discussion on the 16 th and welcome
your comments in the meantime.
+grace and peace,
Pastor Joe
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Clerk’s
Corner

Session approved:
 the August 2020 minutes.
 purchasing the book, Sailboat Church: Helping Your
Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice by Joan S.
Session Recap
Gray
August 16, 2020
 Sunday, September 20, 2020 as our next regular
meeting date.
Our August Session meeting was a hybrid
Committee Reports:
meeting, seven attending in person and five
CLS: No action items, information only: Pastor Joe is conattending using Zoom Video Conferencing.
ducting a Wednesday class. Jan is preparing materials for
Pastor Joe called the meeting to order with an
children. Shirley is willing to conduct the Thursday class
opening prayer. As part of our Spiritual Leaderwhen safe to do so. We prepare a meal monthly for St.
ship Development, Pastor Joe led us through a
Vincent but the staff serves it during the pandemic.
brainstorming discussion. Various ideas were
The Montessori school begins August 17. Leslie prepared
presented. What do we as a congregation really
gift bags for the students that attended the open house
want our future to look like? Who is our target
on August 8. Everyone enjoyed ice cream and cookies.
audience? Some feel we need younger members. Maryann made a centerpiece with a pencil holder, penWhere do we find those individuals? Should we
cils, books, and flowers which was given to the teachers.
evangelize more? Evangelizing requires time and Operations: No action items, information only: Hendereffort, and some individuals must step out of
son Hall restroom upgrade has been completed. The
their comfort zone. If the Fairborn Farmer’s mar- chapel has two lounge chairs donated by Maryann and a
ket area is being used by music groups on Friday reading lamp to allow reading and/or reflection. Diane
nights we could explore what opportunities
and Linda designed new bulletin boards and freshened
might be available during that time to gain more the entryway in the Narthex. Various cleaning projects
church attendees and possibly more children.
are in process. New tables (thanks Julie) placed in the
Several years ago, Diane reached out to Wright
Board room to aid in social distancing and accommodate
State Campus ministry without much success.
different uses of the room.
To help determine what we really want for our
Nominating Committee: The committee members for
future, Pastor Joe suggested we study the book
2020 are Art Myers (chair), Judy Myers (deacon repreSailboat Church. All agreed.
sentative), and congregation representatives - Ray Acus,
Marilyn Lôw, and Paula Saunders.
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The
Stewardship: Troy, Dixie, Julie, and Pastor Joe met to
roll of total members is 108.
discuss this year’s campaign. Cards will be printed and
Troy reviewed the Financial Report prepared by
Carolyn McMillan. YTD Income $114,573.69; Ex- mailed. Dedication Sunday will be November 1, 2020.
Calendar: Session reviewed the September Calendar
penses $131,383.21; Net -$16,809.52.
which is published on the church website

Adult Christian Education News
On Wednesdays at 2 pm in the sanctuary, Pastor Joe leads a weekly Bible study focusing on the lectionary passages for the upcoming Sunday's worship service. You do not
need to attend every week to participate. Each week will be a separate stand-alone
discussion. Please come as often as you're able. Also, please let Pastor Joe know if you are interested a
study-at-home option.
The Thursday afternoon class (video/discussion) and the Sunday morning class (Bible study) are on hold for
now. No restart dates have been set.
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE
Happy September! August was an exciting month in the life of the church. There has been lot of activity and
it almost seems like things are back to normal – notice I just said almost though.
We are back to our Sunday services in person, and have had a good crowd every week so far. The Wednesday afternoon Bible Study is a steady group of people who are enjoying Pastor Joe’s reading of the upcoming
weekend scripture and then they take it line by line and study it – talking about what it means to them, how
they interpret it, and they also get the luxury of Pastor Joe’s extensive knowledge about the geography and
history of the passage. If you haven’t attended one of these sessions, I strongly suggest you give it a try. I
must say that my kids and I are missing the good snacks that usually are bountiful when we all gather together, but we know this is temporary and we are coping as well as we can. We know the time is coming soon
when we can all get together before and after services to socialize, drink tea and coffee, and eat some delicious cake and cookies.
A group of caring folks sponsored an ice cream social and provided goodie bags for the students of the Enon
Montessori at an Open House on a Saturday afternoon. The administrators, teachers, parents and students
appreciated the warm welcome they received from First Presbyterian. Classes started on Monday, August
17, and the children are so happy to be in their newly remodeled classrooms. My family and I know that we
are not supposed to be upstairs when the students are in the building, but I cannot tell a lie, on the first day,
we did sneak and peak around the corner when no one was looking. Those young, smiling faces made our
day!
The Stewardship Committee had their first meeting and they are preparing to begin the 2021 Campaign that
you all have so lovingly supported in the past. I hear that letters and pledge cards will be coming out soon –
so watch your mailbox. So far, that has been our favorite meeting of the month, because there was lunch
involved! I know the Nominating Committee will also be meeting soon to nominate new Elders and Deacons.
Have you noticed the new boards in the Narthex? We have enjoyed looking at pictures of our church family
that have been shared on the Memories Board. The Ecclesial family photo is there, as well as below, because
some of you may not have been formally introduced to us, or even have seen us. There is also a location to
post items you want to sell, donate or you might be looking to purchase. I notice some requested items have
already been taken off the board thanks to some kind donors. In addition, there is a board to post special
prayer requests. Would it be selfish of us to
pray for more time with all of you in a happy, healthy and safe environment? We sure
do miss you all!
As a final note, we will sure miss Denise LoCicéro being one of our staff members, but
we do know this is not goodbye. We look
forward to seeing her in the sanctuary on
Sunday mornings – hopefully lending her
beautiful voice to the choir, or perhaps just
sitting in the pews. Good luck and God
Speed Denise! Thank you for all your contributions to the church for the past 21 years.
Until next month – you all take care and
know that you are loved!
~Ecclesial Mouse

Meet Ecclesial and his wonderful family.
Please say hello if you see them around the church!
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Thank you Denise!!
We appreciate you serving as our Director
of Music and Education and Mission Coordinator for nearly 21 years! We hope you
will continue to worship with us and share
your beautiful voice and wonderful talents
with your church family at
First Presbyterian Fairborn.

Blessed with Many Volunteers
With our Stewardship Campaign rapidly approaching, we thought it might be a good time to let you all
know that Stewardship involves more than just monetary donations. There are many things individuals
contribute to the life of our church, the upkeep of our building, and reaching out into the community to
make a difference. As some have done these tasks in the past, not everyone is able to continue. We are
truly blessed to have so many members and friends of the church that are willing to donate their time, energy, and talents to pick up where others have left off! This, in addition to the financial support we receive,
is what enables us to be a community of faithful servants.
Who collects trash in the building and sets it to the curb every Monday morning? Who brings the cans
back in after collection? VOLUNTEERS
Who keeps the financial records, pays the bills, maintains payroll, counts offering and deposits those
funds? A VOLUNTEER
Who sends out the Mid-Week Report, prepares the monthly Lifeline, and the Sunday bulletins? VOLUNTEERS
Who staffs the administrative office during open hours? VOLUNTEERS
Who takes care of maintaining the heating and cooling system and ensures we are all comfortable when
we are in the building? VOLUNTEERS
Who prepares and serves Communion on the first Sunday of every month? VOLUNTEERS
Who greets you as you enter the sanctuary on Sunday morning, sets up the flowers, lights the candle, and
ensures you know which hymn numbers we will be singing? VOLUNTEERS
Who runs the sound system on Sunday morning and for any other special events? VOLUNTEERS
Who sings in the choir? Who leads or plays the bells in the bell choir? VOLUNTEERS
Who prepares the lessons for our children and takes care of our children during the service on Sunday
morning? VOLUNTEERS
Who plants flowers outside, weeds, and waters them? VOLUNTEERS
Who takes care of setting up scheduled maintenance, lawn mowing, snow and ice removal? VOLUNTEERS
Who works with the children of the Fairborn City Schools in all the programs the church sponsors? VOLUNTEERS
Who makes blankets and provides food and other needed items for the less fortunate children within the
school system? VOLUNTEERS
Who serves as Leader of Worship along with the Pastor? VOLUNTEERS
Who cooks and serves food to the guests at St Vincent De Paul and monthly to the Fairborn Senior Citizens? VOLUNTEERS
This is just a small sampling of what it takes to keep our church functional, active, healthy and responsible
to one another. Stewardship involves more than cash and our volunteers are GREATLY APPRECIATED!
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Dear members and friends,
Thank you so much for your cards (I love the cakes),
your support, your generosity, and your well wishes.
I'm looking forward to a glimpse of the dedication
plaque in the choir loft on a future worship video.
What a lovely idea!
The coronavirus has thrown each of us our own curve
balls, and I certainly miss seeing everyone. It feels so
strange not to be at church. You're all in my thoughts
and prayers in the meantime. I look forward to being
able to worship with you again after the pandemic.
For now, thank you for the many memories of our
music, classes, and work together, and for celebrating my almost 21 years at FPC.

Enon Montessori Open House
August 8, 2020
Gift bags for the students ice cream, cookies, and fun for all!
Welcome Montessori Families!

Blessings,
Denise

Dear Church Friends,
Thank you for the lovely
flowers brought to me by
Barbara Bush and given by
Michael and Kathleen
Seewer.
They have so helped
brighten my stay-at-home
days.
Blessings,
Margaret Carlson

Thank you for the beautiful bouquet of altar flowers donated by Shirley Schlafman in memory of Jerry,
and delivered by Barb Bush. They certainly helped to
brighten Covid-19 days and were most appreciated.
Sincerely,
Ray Acus
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Memorial Gifts

Happy Birthday!
Sep

3

Peter Bletzinger

5

Steve Warthman

8

Denise Lo Cicéro
Mary Rust

The deaths of Eliza Haddix,
Rena Leatherman's son,
Rudy, and Emily Haynes'
sister, Joann Thompson
were remembered by a gift
from the Rona Hills
Women's Club.

9

Woody Ensor

SCHOOL PANTRY SHOPPING GUIDE (JANUARY 2020)

12

Ray Acus
Pat Biggs

Oct

Harriet & Woody Ensor
remembered Eliza Haddix
with a donation to the Memorial Fund.

19

Joyce Lawler

21

Elizabeth Thomas

23

Joy King

24

Elaine Brown

25

Andy Cook

27

John Haynes

29

Pam Botts

7

Frank Eastep
Kathleen Seewer

Kind and generous friends, we anticipate again this
school year there will be a need at Fairborn Schools
for food and other items for students in transitory
housing. When you go shopping for yourself and your
own family, think of these students and their families.
1. FOOD (nonperishable/microwavable) such as:
Breakfast bars
Pop Tarts
Cereal cups or single-serving packaging
Canned soup
Cookies
Crackers
Chips
Cracker sandwiches (peanut butter or cheese)
Fruit cups
Fruit or vegetable juice
Mac & cheese cups
Peanut butter
Jams, jellies
Pudding cups
Pasta cups w/sauce & meat (e.g. Chef Boyardee)
Single serve meals (e.g. Hormel “Compleat”)
Snack bars (e.g. Granola, Trail Mix)
Tuna or chicken packets
2. Body wash, laundry & dishwashing detergents, toilet paper, paper towels, lip balm (e.g. Chapstick),
shampoo, hair conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes.
Please leave your donation in one of the designated
containers in the lower narthex. If you want to document your donation, complete a “blue sheet” with receipts attached for the Financial Secretary. Forms and
assistance are available in the church office.
THANK YOU!
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September 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study Sanctuary

2:15pm
CLS Meeting
Board Room

16

17

18

19

24

25

26

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study Sanctuary

6

7

8

10:15 am
Worship with
Communion
(service only)

13

14

10:15 am
Worship
(service only)

1:00 pm
Cook at St. Vincent's

20

21

15

2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study Sanctuary

22

10:15 am
Worship
(service only)
11:30 Session
meeting

27
10:15 am
Worship
(service only)

23
2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study Sanctuary

28

29

30
2:00 pm
Adult Bible
Study Sanctuary
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio
1130 Highview Dr, Fairborn, OH 45324
937-878-3954
“The Friendliest Church in Town”
Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Pastor: Reverend Joe Hinds
Financial Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman
Organist: Jeff Firestone
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday)
Email Address: firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
Phone: 937-878-3954

SESSION
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds
Clerk: Kathleen Seewer
Ruling Elders: Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Bill McMillan,
Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt
Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items
may be brought in any Sunday and placed in
the barrel in the narthex.
Suggested donations are:
Canned Soups
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Juices
Canned Meats
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.)
Boxed Items
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.)
Baby Items
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.)
Personal Hygiene Items
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.)

Articles for the October Lifeline need to
be in the office by September 28.
There will be a limited number of
copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex
at the Welcome/Visitors table if you
want to pick one up.
_____________
Please let the office know
of any meetings that you have
scheduled in the church building
so that we can maintain an
accurate calendar and
answer questions as folks call.

Thank you for your generous donations!
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